
Business Meeting Minutes, 64th WIFDWC 
Friday, May 13th 2016 

Secretary (acting): Betsy Goodrich 

 

The WIFDWC business meeting was called to order by the Conference Chair Paul Hennon at 

9:20 AM on Friday, May 13th, 2016. There were 40 people in attendance. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

A motion to adopt the 2015 business meeting minutes without revision was made by Ellen 

Goheen (then seconded). Motion passed.  

 

Holly Kearns reported a summary of the Treasurer’s report, including that there were 60 

registrants for this meeting. She also reported approximately $16,000 from regular member 

registrants and $900 raised at the silent auction will go to the Student Awards Committee. There 

is still approximately $7,056 available in the international travel fund (discussed in new 

business) and $7,766 in the hazard tree workshop fund. A complete report will be included in the 

Proceedings.  

 

Stefan Zeglen confirmed that the 2017 WIFDWC meeting will be held on Vancouver Island. 

There is no date set and he would like to poll the group. There is a conflict with the IUFRO 25th 

anniversary the week of Sept 23, 2017. It was suggested to hold the meeting in spring, but Stefan 

mentioned he would rather not have the meeting in the spring. A discussion on the merits of 

holding the meeting in September vs. October was held (September = travel restrictions and 

October = a new fiscal year for US government employees). A straw poll showed that the 

majority of attendees would prefer the meeting in October over September. The Chair chose to 

table the conversation on specific dates for now, no specific date was set but decided that the 

meeting would be held in October 2017.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

The chair thanked the meeting organizers and local arrangements for the Sitka meeting. 

 

The group discussed proposals for meeting locations in 2018. It was decided that there had been 

several meetings on the coast in recent years and it should be moved inland in 2018 and Regions 

1 and 3 were next on the list to host. Jane Stewart said Colorado would be interested in hosting, 

possibly Estes Park. Mike McWilliams proposed a motion that the 2018 WIFDWC be held in 

Colorado (seconded, passed). 

 

Robin Mulvey suggested trying to decide on season of meetings and the possibility of alternating 

fall and spring meetings. Kristen Chadwick suggested that the bylaws address the season and 

Ellen Goheen suggested the bylaws stated it was up to the host (*Secretary Note: The bylaws in 

Article 7, Meetings, Date state: “WIFDWC endorses holding meetings in late summer but will 

change the interval between any two meetings when circumstances dictate that such an action be 

taken. Meeting dates will be set by the Executive Committee for each meeting”). Holly Kearns 



mentioned that it was a financial challenge to have two meetings in one fiscal year for 

government employees. 

 

The slate of candidates for the 2017 meeting executives was reported as: Conference Chair 

(Harry Kope), Program Chair (Dave Shaw), Secretary (Christy Cleaver, nominated by Jane 

Stewart, seconded, passed), Interim Program Chair (Sarah Navarro), Treasurer (Holly Kearns), 

Local Arrangements (Stefan Zegler). Ellen Goheen made a motion to close and accept 

nominations (seconded). Motion passed. Sarah Navarro presented two ideas brought forward to 

her regarding the 2017 meeting: 1) panel on forest health and forest economics and 2) a panel 

that focuses on the social science aspects of forest health. 

 

Brief reports were then given from the standing committees.  

  

Anna Leon reported on the nursery pathology committee meeting. There were conversations on 

the status of various nurseries and an active conversation on the use of methyl bromide. She will 

write up and include details in the proceedings. 

 

Blakey Lockman reported on the root disease meeting. 40 people were in attendance at the lunch 

meeting.  The National Root Disease white paper has been published. There were continuous 

discussions on mapping root disease, both Lori Winton and Amy Ramsey discussed and 

demonstrated technology available for mapping root disease in Alaska and Washington, 

respectively. Dave Shaw discussed long-term laminated root rot plot re-measurement efforts in 

western Washington. More info will be provided and emailed by Dave, he was encouraged to 

solicit help for re-measurements from the group. Blakey will submit a written report on the 

meeting. 

 

Kristen Chadwick reported on the hazard-tree committee meeting. She thanked Pete Angwin for 

his tenure as the chair of the committee. An upcoming Hazard Tree Workshop is partially 

WIFDWC sponsored and will be held in Bend in October 2016. The workshop will be 1.5 days 

indoors, 1.5 days outdoors on field trips. The registration will open on the website in June. Lori 

Winton presented on using a hazard-tree data collection template on an iPad at the meeting. 

There was discussion to get USFS group together the Monday before the workshop in October to 

standardize the data collection and technology. 

 

Dave Shaw reported on the dwarf mistletoe meeting. It was a good meeting, a lot of rekindled 

interest in larch dwarf mistletoe (see new publication by Jackson et al. 2016). There still doesn’t 

seem to be an agreement among individuals working on dwarf mistletoes about taxonomic 

clumping and splitting. The IUFRO parasitic flowering plants subgroup is hosting a meeting on 

mistletoes in Ashland, Oregon on July 18-21, 2016.  

 

Harry Kope reported on the Foliage and Twig Disease committee meeting. It was a well-attended 

meeting. Septoria blight was discussed, Terry Shaw and Robin Mulvey discussed Sirococcus on 

hemlock, Lori Winton discussed and showed excellent photos of black spruce buds 

(Gemmamyces spp.), Dave Shaw discussed Swiss Needle Cast and Alex Woods presented 

information on Dothistroma in British Columbia. 

 



Alex Wood reported on the climate change meeting. It was a very good meeting that was well 

attended with lively discussions; Alex thanked Christy Cleaver for taking notes. Issues discussed 

included panel subjects for future meetings, having assisted migration discussions in a debate 

format, and what can we do to help forests adapt to a changing climate? Kathy Lewis called for 

people to think more actively and lead by example. Alex will discuss ideas with next year’s 

program chair.  

 

The outstanding achievement award committee contains members that cycle out every three 

years and there are personnel changes this year. Kathy Lewis will rotate off the committee. 

Current members included Ellen Goheen as the lead (2015), Jared LeBoldus (joined for 2016 

meeting) and Anna Leon (joining for 2017 meeting). Jared LeBoldus is a professor and 

Canadian, fulfilling the need to have academic and international representation on the committee. 

It was asked whether the international representation had to be stationed in their country of 

representation – it was decided to check the letter and intent. Paul Hennon mentioned that there 

were no nominations this year and that many WIFDWC members have not won the OAA, even 

though you may assume they have. He encouraged members to check the list of previous 

awardees and nominate exceptional candidates this year. 

 

Alex Woods reported on the student awards committee update. Current members are Alex 

Woods, Harry Kope, Dave Shaw and Betsy Goodrich. Dave Shaw nominated Jared LeBoldus to 

replace Alex Woods on the committee (he will cycle off), he accepted. The awards committee 

gave funds to seven students this year to attend the meeting. It is important to adhere to deadlines 

for student award applications in future meetings as the awards may affect their ability to attend 

and meet early registration deadlines. 

 

Paul Hennon initiated a discussion on the WIFDWC website. Robin Mulvey explained that this 

year they found out the FHTET webmaster/contact had a temporary position cut and that FHTET 

cannot support the website anymore. The local meeting committee wanted to use Region 10 

people but FHTET said they cannot do that. So they contracted with a person out of Albuquerque 

– Barry Lilly – who did an excellent job helping with the website this year. However, this poses 

a challenge when the meeting is not hosted by USFS. Robin Mulvey also mentioned that having 

the website associated with a federal server poses logistics that include 508 accessibility 

compliance, which makes it very difficult to get older proceedings onto the website. It was 

brought up that it is time to look at private options for a website. Danny Norlander suggested that 

as an organization we could host our own website as it is fairly inexpensive (~$200/year), it 

could be fairly basic and you do not need a consultant. Holly Kearns mentioned that the forest 

insect group, WFIWC, have their own website and it was agreed that having a website separated 

from FHTET was a good option. The option of Oregon State U. hosting the website was brought 

up by Mike McWilliams, and Kristen Chadwick shared that she is working with OSU on the 

logistics and website for the Hazard-tree workshop this year. Stefan Zeglen made a motion to 

vote that Danny Norlander investigates and invests in options in conjunction with the 2017 

planning committee for hosting WIFDWC 2017 website on a non-federal option (seconded, 

passed). Holly Kearns said there was money available in the budget for this option. The vote 

passes unanimously. 

 



Paul Hennon initiated another general conversation on seasonality of WIFDWC meetings. Mike 

McWilliams stated that the advantage of September was that it was early enough for academics 

to attend. Blakey Lockman recalled that the original idea for alternating between Sept and 

October was that it would favor both academics and federal employees. Holly Kearns pointed 

out that the bylaws state a preference for late summer but ultimately dates are chosen by the 

Executive Committee. Jane Stewart mentioned that a heavy fall course load made October 

meetings almost impossible. Paul Hennon concluded that the group would keep having 

discussions on this topic but no conclusions were made today. The 2017 meeting had already 

been decided on October 2017. 

 

The topic of international funds was initiated by Paul Hennon. The discussion was opened to 

help clarify the intent of these funds with the group. Holly Kearns mentioned that the original 

grant obtained by Phil Cannon was for $20,000 to bring 3 visitors from Mexico and 1 visitor 

from Guam. They only spent ~$10,000 of the funds, so half the funds are left and there has been 

little direction with how to use them. There is no direction to return funds. Funds could have 

been used to help fund invited speaker travel from New Zealand and England at the 2016 

meeting, but neither speaker sent airfare receipts/requests for reimbursements. Dave Shaw 

mentioned that Phil Cannon’s intent was to encourage pathologists from Mexico to attend the 

meetings to build relationships, and that we should stay consistent with his original intent. Terry 

Shaw made a motion that funds should be used for international travelers to attend meetings in 

Canada or the states, but not to fund regular Canadian/American members to attend American or 

Canadian meetings, respectively. The motion was seconded by Kristen Chadwick and passed.  

 

Paul Hennon then initiated a conversation on meetings management guidance. Robin Mulvey 

mentioned that you need a letter on the meeting stating the rational and an approximate number 

of attendees which then has to go up the chain of approvers after submitting the package. This is 

a lot of pressure for the planning committee. Robin suggested that a subcommittee be put 

together with the duties of defining the meeting rationale and meeting management information 

needed. Ellen Goheen mentioned that a subcommittee of FS employees was the best option for 

the next meeting because it shouldn’t be up to Canadians to work on meetings management 

paperwork for FS employees. Three people volunteered to form the subgroup to put together the 

rational: Josh Bronson, Blakey Lockman and Robin Mulvey. Blakey Lockman mentioned that it 

is important to involve Bruce Moltzan in the meeting rationale and Paul Hennon mentioned that 

support from the R10 Regional Forester helped for this meeting.  

 

Blakey Lockman then wanted to take a moment to thank the planning committee for an excellent 

meeting in Sitka. Robin Mulvey thanked Steve Swenson, Liz Graham and Melinda for local 

arrangements support.  

 

At the close of the new business, a motion was made to end the business meeting and the motion 

was passed. The business meeting ended by 10:15 AM on Friday, May 13th.  

  

 


