
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Three Seas Initiative Business Forum 
 
Ljubljana, 22 May 2019 – The second Three Seas Initiative Business Forum to take place in 
Ljubljana on 5 and 6 June will be hosted by Prime Minister Mr Marjan Šarec, and co-organised by 
the Government of the Republic of Slovenia (Ministry of Foreign Affairs), the Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry of Slovenia and the Centre for European Perspective. The Forum will bring 
together over 400 private and government sector representatives from the 3SI countries and the 
wider region. The discussions will focus on four key areas: energy, infrastructure, digitalisation and 
innovation, and involve the cross-cutting topics of transatlantic relations, water and security. The 
3SI Business Forum will run parallel to the Three Seas Initiative Summit hosted by Slovenian 
President Mr Borut Pahor in Ljubljana and in Brdo pri Kranju.  
 

Focus on transport, energy, digitalisation and innovation 
 
In the form of panel discussions to take place on 5 June, the Forum will cover three key areas of 
the initiative, including transport connectivity and resilience of transport networks as these are 
vital to a balanced socio-economic development of the region, while quality transport 
infrastructure is a prerequisite to ensuring effective and sustainable mobility of people and goods, 
and is a powerful lever for displaying economic – and indirectly also political – power in the global 
context. The control over and ownership of strategic transport hubs raise urgent questions related 
to politics, the economy and consequently also security. 
 
Other central topics featuring at the Forum will include sustainable energy use and energy 
transition. Sustainable energy use is one of the key factors in the fight against climate change and 
the efforts to preserve the environment, and energy engineering, with its innovative ideas and 
technologies, is the field that can have a pivotal role in the inevitable transition to a low-carbon 
society. In this field, five megatrends, i.e. decarbonisation, democratisation, digitalisation, 
decentralisation (accessibility) and deregulation, will have to be embraced.  
 
The debate on digital transformation and cybersecurity is based on the premise that Europe 
needs a balanced, modern and resilient digital infrastructure to be able to keep pace with the rapid 
digital transformation and the opportunities it brings for the economy. In this context, an adequate 
level of cybersecurity is essential. To adapt to the 21st century, the countries involved in the Three 
Seas Initiative must gain a deep insight into the future of their ICT sector, digital competences, 
digital industry, artificial intelligence and robotics.  
 



A special thematic discussion will be dedicated to innovation-driven development. The long-term 
development perspective of the 3SI countries will depend mostly on their capability to foster 
innovation in the economy and implement it within the strategic projects in selected areas. 
 
The thematic debates focusing on transport, energy, digitalisation and innovation will be 
complemented by an investment talk bringing together representatives of major European 
financial institutions, and a leaders’ panel.   The Forum will be accompanied by a number of side 
events, B2B meetings and the so-called special presentation – pitch presentations of key 
investment projects in the 3SI region. 
 

Slovenia will host business representatives from the wider region 
 
On the margins of the Forum, the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Slovenia will host a 3SI 
network of the chambers of commerce meeting, and the SID Bank will convene a high-level 
meeting on the 3SI Investment Fund. Part of the side discussion will be dedicated to the links 
between the 3SI and EU macro-regional strategies. 
 
The Business Forum in Ljubljana, which brings together over 400 private and government sector 
representatives from the 3SI countries (Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Estonia, 
Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia), Germany and the USA, and 
business representative from the Western Balkan and Eastern Partnership countries as well as 
from the wider region, provides a unique opportunity for networking and progress-oriented 
discussions. 
 

The detailed programme of panel discussion and meetings is available here; featured 
speakers and high-level guests are listed here. 
 
All media representatives need to obtain media accreditation for on-site coverage of the 
Summit. Media accreditation may be obtained through the online accreditation system. 
 
Press Accreditations (Deadline: 29 May 2019) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Three Seas Initiative is a flexible political platform launched by the 12 EU Member States located 
between the Adriatic, the Baltic and the Black seas: Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech Republic, 
Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia. The Initiative’s aim is to 
support regional dialogue and closer links between countries on the North-South axis. The key driver of 
development in the region is investments into industry, transport connectivity, energy infrastructure and 
digital communications. Up until today, the Three Seas Initiative launched on the margins of the UN 
General Assembly in September 2015, has held three summits under the high patronage of Heads of 
State – in Dubrovnik in August 2016, In Warsaw in July 2017, and in Bucharest in September 2018. 
 
More information: www.three.si  

Business Forum Programme: https://three.si/agenda 

Featured speakers and high-level guests: https://three.si/featured-speakers 
Media contact: Nataša Kos, natasa.kos1@gov.si, +386 40 188 954 
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