
S pring is right around the corner, so that means it’s time to start 
planning your next landscape project.  Shades of Green is ready to help 

you!  We have a full Landscape Design and Installation department ready 
to assist you with all your needs.  Our emphasis is on a drought tolerant, 
low-maintenance approach utilizing native and well adapted plant material 
that tolerates our poor soils.  This results in a natural, non-manicured 
look predominantly using perennials as opposed to annuals (i.e., rabbit 
food).  Over the past 20 years we have been utilizing this approach – it just 
makes better sense.  You want to work with what Mother Nature gives you.  It makes life a 
lot easier!  Peoples’ lifestyles are constantly changing.  They have less time these days to do 
what used to be routine.  Many of us don’t have time to do routine landscape maintenance 
and end up hiring someone else to do it for us.  There aren’t many lawn maintenance 
companies that know how to prune landscapes in a natural way, which results in what you 
see in the majority of landscapes that have a ‘hedged’ and ‘manicured’ look.  Using the gas-
powered equipment that is needed to create those ‘manicured’ landscapes is not a very 
good carbon footprint to leave behind. 
 

A well-planned landscape design is spaced properly, taking into account the 2-3 years it 
needs to fully mature.  Because of this spacing, it may look rather sparse to you when first 
installed.  Be patient.  Shades of Green tries to select plants that will bloom at different 
times throughout the growing season.  About 50% of them will go dormant for the winter 
months.  In the spring, the landscape will come alive with an array of colors, and textures, 
as well as providing motion and sweet aromas to attract butterflies and hummingbirds. 
 

I could write about this forever … but I better stop for now.  Whether you just need some 
advice for swapping some plants out with new varieties, or would like a full landscape 
design or consultation, we are always happy to help.  Come in to the nursery or visit our 
website to get more information on our services.  We want to help in whatever way we can.  
Don’t delay!  Start your planning now!  

HOURS:   MON - SAT   8:00 A.M. TO 5:30 P.M. 
         SUN   10:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M 
We will be CLOSED the FIRST SUNDAY in February!
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The GREENLEAF The GREENLEAF 
(972) 890-9820 

FAX  (972) 377-2022 
info@shadesofgreeninc.com 
www.shadesofgreeninc.com 

N E W S L E T T E R  N E W S L E T T E R  

By Jeff McCauley 



Plant … Cool season annual color such as 
Alyssum, Snapdragons, and Dianthus.  
Plant Perennials, Shrubs, and Trees, too!!  
We have a great selection of the best and 
hardiest varieties of trees for our area.  From 
large shade trees to smaller sized 
ornamental trees … you can plant them 
now.  New arrivals fresh from our farm 
include Red Oak, Lacey Oak, and Eldarica 
Pine. Now is the time to move or transplant 
dormant trees and shrubs. 
 

Prune … Finish dormant season pruning 
(major pruning) on trees and shrubs this 
month.  You may clean up your perennials 
to get ready for March’s spring weather.  
Come join us for our Pruning Class on 
Saturday, February 21st at 2:00p.m., if 
you need guidance.  Remember prune with a 
purpose.  Only you can prevent “Crape 
Murder”! Prune roses in mid-month. Prune 
groundcovers late in the month to tidy up. 
Wait till March to prune on freeze damage. 
 

Fertilize … Late February (around the 17th

-28th) is time to fertilize your whole yard with 
Gardenville 7-2-2.  Lawns, beds, vegetable 
gardens, shrubs, and trees all will benefit. 
Download our article ‘How To Fertilize 
Your Tree’ from our website, or pick up a 
copy at the nursery. 
 

Apply Greensand now as well.  Greensand is 
a natural source of iron.  Our clay soils hold 
onto iron tightly, so I encourage you to apply 
Greensand in February and in September to 
provide plenty of iron for your plants, 
especially evergreens.  Hollies, Magnolias, 
Live Oaks, etc. These plants maintain green 
foliage through the winter and utilize more 
iron in their foliage to keep those leaves 
green in the winter.  Applying Greensand on 
an annual basis replaces the iron that gets 
depleted as these plants establish. 
 

Continue to apply Bloodmeal on Pansies 
and other annual color every two weeks for 
eye-popping color. 

Water … Leave the sprinkler controller in 
the OFF position. If we don’t get at least 
1/2” of rain every two weeks, consider 
watering manually once every two weeks. A 
rain/freeze sensor installed on your 
sprinkler system will save $$$ over the year 
and most irrigators aren’t too busy now so 
it’s a good time to get one if you don’t have 
one.  The NTMWD (North Texas Municipal 
Water District) has implemented Stage 3 
‘Seasonal’ Water Restrictions until March 
1st.  Please continue to be responsible 
with your water use.  
 

Pests … Use Dormant Oil to control scale 
on Crape Myrtles, Hollies, Live Oaks, and 
other plants.  Remember, the first step is to 
identify the pests, then use an appropriate 
control. 
 

Weed Prevention … Mid-February to late 
February is time to apply Corn Gluten Meal, 
or non-organic pre-emergent, to inhibit 
weeds from developing from seed.  This is a 
preventative measure, so it won’t cure 
existing weeds, but it can prevent new ones 
from coming up.  [Pick up a copy of  
‘Organic Gardening Calendar’ at the 
nursery, or download it from our 
website.]  Please stop in to speak with one of 
our nursery staff.  We can guide you to the 
most effective product for your lawn! 
 

Other … Got Bunnies? – We have a great 
product in the nursery we have been using 
to stop rabbit damage on our plants. 
“Animal Stopper” is available both as a 
granular or liquid product and has been 
keeping the rabbits at bay for us. The 
product is safe, organic and comes with 
satisfaction guaranteed.  While Animal 
Stopper works well, we are trialing another 
rabbit repellant here in the nursery.  If it 
proves effective, we’ll let you know in future 
spring newsletters! 
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Come On Out And Join Us! 
Bring your spouse, a neighbor, and 

especially any ‘Crape Murderers’ you know of! 

This will be a Hands-On Class! 
Bring your hand pruners, loppers, or hedge shears. 

7401 Coit Road 
Frisco, Texas 

Smiling Faces Wanted 

For Part-Time 

Spring Help 

If you LOVE gardening and thrive in an upbeat,  
service-focused, outdoor environment, 

we have an opportunity for you! 
We will be adding to our Part-Time Nursery Sales Staff. 

 

Here is what we will be looking for: 
A smiling face and helpful attitude is a MUST. 
Local plant knowledge is a plus. 
Gardening and retail experience very helpful. 
Weekend availability especially helpful. 
Non-smokers will be preferred. 
 

Does this describe you? 
Please come in and fill out an application.   

Or fax your resume to:  
(972) 377-2022, Attn: Randy Stinnett.   

Or email to:  randy@shadesofgreeninc.com 
(use “Employment” in the subject line) 

We plan to interview, hire, and train 
staff in February, and have you BUSY 

in March through May! 

7401 Coit Road    Frisco, Texas 75035 

Take  
 

Your Purchase Of 

Any TWO 
of These Products: 

Offer Valid 2/1/2015 thru 2/28/2015 
May Not Be Combined With Any Other Offers or Discounts 

Garden-Ville 7-2-2 
Fertilizer 

Corn Gluten 
Spreadable 

Greensand 
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S o you want to fertilize.  When do you do it?  How much do you use?  Do I use 
a weed and feed combination?  First a soil sample should be done to tell you 

what the major nutrients, Nitrogen, Phosphorus and Potassium (or N-P-K) levels 
are.  What is critical to know is the pH, micro nutrients and organic material 
ratios.  This can be done by a soil testing lab for about $10 for the basic reading.  
Two of the most used laboratory facilities are Texas A&M and Steven F. Austin 
University.  We have blank forms for submitting with your soil sample available 
here in the nursery office. 
 

Now that the informational prep work has been done, when to apply - and how 
much - needs to be determined.  
 

The pH for most of our soils here in Collin 
County ranges between about 7.6 – 8.0, with 
our water measuring about the same pH 
level.  Which means even though you 
amended your soil, the soil pH level 
eventually creeps back to this normal range.  
Our soil is Blackland Prairie (or the sticky 
clay we all know so well).  This causes most 
nutrients to be bound up.  In other words the 
plants have a hard time absorbing nutrients.  
Our pH range (7.6-8.0) causes Phosphorus to 
become almost unavailable to plants (see 
table on right).  Because Phosphorus will not 
be depleted quickly in our soil (due to the pH 
level) we will not need to add a lot of 
Phosphorus.  The most common N-P-K levels found here in North Texas is 3-1-2 
ratio. 
 

Next, how much do you need?  You need to know approximately how many 
square feet of area you want to fertilize.  Calculate the lawn area, and the bed 
and gardens if you plan to fertilize them at the same time.  This will save you 
money, buying only what you need. Now set the spreader to the recommended 
level or setting.  This can be found on the back of the bag.  Remember you don’t 
need to see a layer of fertilizer behind you.  If you use more than recommended 
rate, most of the excess is washed away down the sewers and into our 
watersheds.  We don’t want this to happen! 
 

Using weed and feed combinations may seem to be an easy way out, but they 
have their problems.  Because you are spreading this mixture, you may be 
broadcasting it in areas you don’t want to.  This can cause damage to newly 

by Tony Dennis 

Continued on page 5 ... 



 

Visit Us At 

www.ShadesOfGreenInc.com 

For Promotions and Events! 

planted plants and new growth on many plants.  Even established trees like 
Maples can show damage from these products.  It is better to separate these two 
actions so they can be better controlled.  Plus, you can be more selective in your 
weed product and kill only the intended targets. 
 

Using organic fertilizers has many advantages.  First, the amount of fertilizer 
applied does not have to be as exact.  Settings on spreaders are not as 
critical.  There is no chance of burn back caused by over usage.  They take 
longer to break down into the elemental components, slowing down the 
release rate.  It’s best to talk with someone who’s had experience with organic 
and non-organic fertilizers; so come on in to the nursery and speak with us 
about the products we carry … like these: 
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… cont’d from page 4 

Organic 6-2-4 Organic 7-2-2 Organic 8-2-4 Non-Organic 18-0-6 

by Tony Dennis 

Come See The New Items In Our 
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