
HOURS:   
(972) 890-9820

FAX  (972) 377-2022 
info@shadesofgreeninc.com 
www.shadesofgreeninc.com 

MON - SAT   8:00 A.M. TO 5:30 P.M. 
** Closed on Sundays in January ** 

N E W S L E T T E R  N E W S L E T T E R  

J A N U A RY  J A N U A RY  

The GREENLEAF The GREENLEAF 

On Your Mark...  Get Set... 

aying goodbye to the past year is over and 

done with.  A fresh new year is here along 

with a Fresh New Gardening Season!   We get 

excited for what each new season brings, and the 

Spring season will be here before you know it! 
 

Landscape improvement plans can (and should!) be 

put in motion in January.  Sure, it might be a “bit 

chilly” outside, but throw on that new jacket and 

those spiffy new gardening boots you may have 

gotten over the holidays and get outside and really 

look at your landscape.    
 

If you have some plants that didn’t perform as you 

had hoped they would in the spots you chose for 

them, do some winter perennial transplanting.  Do 

you have plants that got too much sun?  Or too much 

shade?  Did something grow too large for a 

particular area?  Now is a great time to freshen up 

your ‘garden canvas’.  Move things now and see 

how they look for you this summer. 
 

When was the last time some good, beneficial, 

organic matter was added to your planting beds?  Do 

you grumble about digging in hard clay soil when 

you’re working in the garden?  Adding compost not 

only makes your soil richer, it will also make it 

much more workable.  (And adding it during the 

winter months is much easier than adding it in the 

spring or summer months when you’ll have to dodge 

more foliage to get it spread out and worked in.)  

But ... if your soil is really wet from any substantial 

rains we might have had, hold off adding compost 

until it dries out a bit. 
 

A newly amended planting bed just begs to have 

new plants added!  Anything can be planted now.  

Even if you are planting dormant perennials, getting 

them in the ground now will give the root systems 

extra time to get established which will allow for 

better growth in the spring. 
 

Take a look around at your trees and shrubs.  Do you 

see damaged or broken branches?  Do your crape 

myrtles and wax myrtles have sucker branches 

growing up from their bases?  These can be cut back 

and cleaned up now.  But ... please ... never ‘top’ 

your crape myrtles.  It really takes away from the 

beautiful and naturally graceful arching growth habit 

they should have. 
 

Tidying up your landscape in January is a good 

thing to do.  And look at it this way ... working in 

your landscape is a great way to get back in shape 

after partaking of too many sweets and holiday 

meals!   



Plant … TREES! Shrubs and Perennials can all be planted now as well. We’ve 

encouraged people for years to plant year-round, and more people are taking advantage 

of our winter season to plant.  Now is also a good time to transplant trees, shrubs, and 

perennials.  So move that Crape Myrtle instead of chopping it off the house each year.  

If not in the ground already, you can still plant tulips bulbs now. 
 

Prune … Shrubs to shape if needed.  Major trimming on trees can be done now if 

needed.  Watch our Events Page for a Pruning Class in February!  We’ll be 

demonstrating how to prune on most plants.  So come on out ... rain or shine!  
 

Fertilize … Pansies every two weeks with Bloodmeal.  Use Superthrive on any 

newly planted trees monthly.  
 

Water … Hand-water newly planted flowers or plants weekly with a hose.  Keep 

your sprinkler on Manual Mode and only water if we get less than one-half inch of rain 

every two weeks this month.  Remember, your landscape requires hardly any water 

during the dormant months (Dec-Feb).  Conserve that water for later this summer.  

 

Pests … Apply Dormant Oil on trees and shrubs to control scale especially if you’ve 

had it on them before, such as Crape Myrtles.  Spray existing, noticeable and pesky 

weeds in your dormant turf with a Vinegar and Orange Oil Solution on sunny and 

warm day as an organic post emergent weed control. (Mix undiluted 20% Vinegar with 

2oz. Orange Oil and 2 drops liquid soap.)  

 

Other Bits and Pieces …  
 Mulch bare soil. 

 Put leaves in compost pile. 

 Cover blooming Pansies and color bowls with N-Sulate frost cloth during cold 

spells below 25° F. 

 Start doing garden planning so you’ll be ready for spring.  Spring is only about 10 

weeks away! Our Landscape Design and Installation service will begin to build a 

wait time so get on the schedule now! 

 Feed the Birds! ... we can help with our Wild 

Delight Advanced Formula Birdseed (8-pound 

bag $19.99/ea)  You’d be surprised how fast it 

will get eaten! 
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NICE! (N at ives  In st ea d of  Comm o n Ex o ti c s !)  
Plant Of The Season –  Winter 2015  

MMEXICANEXICAN   BBUCKEYEUCKEYE   
Ungnadia speciosa 

Large multi-trunk shrub or small-medium tree with year-round interest  
 

Written by Dr. Becca Dickstein   

Description:  Mexican Buckeye, Ungnadia 

speciosa, is native to Central, South and West 

Texas where it is found in limestone outcrops. It 

ranges into New Mexico and is found as far east as 

Dallas. It is usually 8-15 ft tall and multi-trunked 

with gray to brown bark that may become textured 

with age. Mexican Buckeye has pinnate leaves, 

with an individual leaf having 2-6 paired leaflets 

and a single terminal one. The leaflets are narrow to 

ovate with serrated margins and are up to 5 inches 

long, making the overall leaf up to 12 inches long. 

The foliage is light bronze when Mexican Buckeye 

first leafs out in the spring, becomes green during 

the growing season and turns golden yellow in the 

fall.  
  

Flowers and Seeds:  Mexican Buckeye blooms 

in late winter/early spring. The pink to rose to 

mauve flowers emerge at the same time as the light 

bronze leaves. From a distance, Mexican Buckeye may resemble Redbud when it is in flower. In the fall, 

Mexican Buckeye produces attractive 3-lobed reddish-brown capsules containing 1-3 brown or black shiny 

seeds that are 1/2 inch in diameter. These may persist throughout the winter, adding interest. The capsule and 

seeds are reminiscent of true buckeye trees, although Mexican Buckeye is an unrelated species in the 

Soapberry family.  
  

Planting Sites:  Mexican Buckeye thrives in full to partial sun. It requires neutral to alkaline soil pH. 
  

Watering Instructions:  Mexican Buckeye should be given supplemental water at the time that it is first 

planted. After it is established, it is drought tolerant and suitable for xeriscaping. It should have adequate 

drainage; it will not tolerate “wet feet.”  
  

Comments:  Mexican Buckeye’s foliage and fruit are toxic to people and livestock and will not be browsed 

by deer. Its nectar is used by bees to produce a fragrant edible honey. It is a host for the Henry’s Elfin butterfly 

and is attractive to other butterflies. Mexican Buckeye can be maintained as a small tree if the additional basal 

trunks are pruned each spring. If not pruned, it will become an attractive tall spreading shrub, suitable for the 

back of the garden or as a deciduous screen. Mexican Buckeye can be propagated by seed; it is slow-growing 

and new plants grown from seed may not flower for 4-5 years. Consider planting Mexican Buckeye instead of 

exotic, over-used Crape Myrtle and Red Tip Photinia. 

 
Plant of the Season, Sponsored by the Trinity Forks Chapter, Native Plant Society of Texas Operation 

Trinity Forks Chapter, Native Plant Society of Texas Meetings are the 4th Thursdays in Jan, Feb, Mar, 

Apr, May, Jun, Sep & Oct at 6:30 pm, in TWU’s Ann Stuart Science Complex, in Denton, TX. 

www.npsot.org/TrinityForks  

Mexican Buckeye in late winter (left, upper right). 

Foliage, seed capsules, seeds and dime for scale (lower right). 

Photos courtesy of Cathy Lustgarten. 

http://www.npsot.org/TrinityForks
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Offer Expires January 31, 2015 

May Not Be Combined With Any Other Discount Offers 

 

Visit Us At 

www.ShadesOfGreenInc.com 

 

For Promotions 

and Events! 
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For Promotions 
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http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com
http://www.facebook.com/ShadesOfGreenInc

