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Are your neighborhood rabbits driving you crazy?  Well, join the 

club!  Hardly a day goes by at Shades of Green that we aren’t asked, 
“What can I plant that the rabbits won’t eat”?  I usually hesitate to 

answer that question because as soon as I do I’m proven wrong, 
even in my own garden. 
 

I have compiled a list of some plants that are worth trying because they have turned up 
on several other lists as being “rabbit resistant plants”.  This would be a good time to 

remind you that rabbits do not read lists, but these plants are worth a try.  Test them out 
by only planting a couple of the plants you want to try.   It won’t take long to see if your 
rabbits find them to be a tasty addition to the salad bar you have provided or if they truly 

don’t care to eat them.  
 

Sometimes, however, even testing the plants can backfire.  I have several mature 
“Anthony Waterer” Spireas planted in my front yard and the rabbits have never bothered 
them.    Recently I added two new spireas (same variety) and was surprised at what 

happened.  I’m not kidding, three days after planting my new shrubs, they looked like 
sticks … not a sign of a leaf.  Turns out, even if there’s a mature plant the rabbits won’t 
eat, that doesn’t necessarily mean it won’t be fair game when the plant is young and 

tender.   
 

I have replanted the two shrubs (I really want to win this battle) only this time I have kept 
them sprayed with a product we sell in the nursery called Animal Stopper.   Animal 
Stopper smells pleasant to us, it’s mostly rosemary and peppermint oils, and it repels 

rabbits because they hate the smell.  How do I know?  My two new spireas haven’t 
disappeared - yet.  

(972) 335-9095 
FAX  (972) 377-2022 

info@shadesofgreeninc.com 
www.shadesofgreeninc.com 

HOURS: MON - SAT   8:00 A.M. TO 6:30 P.M. 
                      SUN 10:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M. 
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PLANT…  heat loving seasonal color!  We have lots to choose from, such as Lantana, 

Zinnias, Vinca, Pentas, Begonias, Purslane … just to name a few!  When choosing 

Perennials remember  that we are here to help you pick the “Right Plant for the Right 

Place”!  Incorporate some tropical color out on your patio or pool deck to give your outdoor 

spaces some extra pizzazz … such as Tropical Hibiscus, Mandevilla, and Bougainvillea.  

Most tropical color blooms on new growth, so be sure to fertilize regularly throughout the 

summer with Colorscapes or ColorStar™ plant food to enhance blooming.  Container grown 

trees can be planted now, just be prepared to hand-water or use Treegator bags on them to get 

them through the summer’s heat.  It’s best to wait on planting balled and burlapped (B&B) trees 

until the fall.  
 

PRUNE…  as needed just for controlling odd shape growth and to maintain size on 

plants.   
 

FERTILIZE…  with Colorscapes or  ColorStar™ on annuals and perennials to keep them 

happily blooming.  Don’t forget that we have bulk refill available for ColorStar™ which saves 

money when you need to re-purchase!  Use SuperThrive® on newly planted plants, or any 

stressed plants and trees.  Use Gardenville 7-2-2 on your lawn again by the end of the month.  

May is the prime month for lawn grasses to grow.  Make sure your lawn is fed properly to 

prepare it for the summer heat to come.  
 

WATER…  As Needed.  Hand water newly planted plants to help them establish 

before the heat of summer kicks in.  Remember a lot of our drought-tolerant plants have 

been grown with regular watering in their pots.  You need to hand water them after 

planting for the first two to three weeks and gradually wean them off frequent watering as 

their root system establishes in your landscape.  Once established (about a month) they 

can survive on less water.  Consider converting your beds to drip irrigation to use water 

more efficiently.  Because of the water restrictions over the past 2-3 years, we have 

learned which of our grasses and plants can survive and thrive on less.  With our area 

continuously building and growing, water demand and usage will increase, and we will 

continue to see regional water restrictions in place.  When summer’s heat returns, your 

established drought-tolerant and well-adapted plants (and your budget!) will love you. 
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PESTS…  
 As we’ve stated before, it is virtually impossible for us to give accurate pest advice over the 

phone.  Bring in samples of problems in a baggie and we’ll advise you on choices for 

control.  With insects, we encourage you to identify the insect first, then use an appropriate 

control for that bug.  

 Check Crape Myrtles for scale on branches.  The scale looks like small white fuzzy cotton 

pieces attached to the stems.  Control with All Seasons Oil, which suffocates them.  Once 

you see fungus it is hard to clear up the affected spots, but you can spray to prevent new 

foliage or other foliage from getting the problem. 

 We carry an organic disease control product called Serenade Garden Disease Control.  

This product is safe for use on fruits, vegetables, and ornamentals.  It can be used around 

people, pets, and wildlife.  You can learn more about it through their website, 

www.serenadegarden.com.  As always, we try to give you earth friendly options for pest 

control. 

 Watch out for Bagworms on your evergreens this time of year when eggs hatch and the 

worms begin to move around and eat the needle leaves.  Control the issue with B.T. 

(bacillus thuringiensis).  We have this in a dry or liquid form. 
 

OTHER BITS & PIECES…  
 Keep Mosquitoes Away with Mosquito Bits®, Mosquito Dunks®, and 

Sandalwood Mosquito Sticks.  They really work! 

 Mulch, Mulch, Mulch.  Keep mulch at a minimum of 2” on all 

planting bed areas.  With summer’s heat around the corner it will 

conserve water and keep your plantings healthier. 

 Keep up with the veggies you planted.  Have more than you can 

use?  Donate them to your local food pantry. 

 Put out your Hummingbird feeder!  Better  yet, plant the r ight plants they prefer. 

We’ve got a gorgeous selection of plants that attract Hummingbirds ... we’re here to help 

you make the right selection. 

Come Choose Something Special for Your Mom! 

We have Unique Wrapped Gift Baskets, Hanging Baskets, 

Planted Containers, Succulent Gardens, Whimsical Garden Accents, 
…. and Gift Certificates! 

http://www.serenadegarden.com
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Animal Stopper is available in a liquid spray for smaller areas, if the rabbits 
are only after a few things in your garden, or in granular form if you want to 
sprinkle it around a larger garden bed.  And if you really want to win the 
battle, use both!   
 

Here’s my list.   Promise not to give me a hard time if some plants prove to be 
yummy to your rabbits.  Remember, they didn’t read this list! 

Annuals and Perennials 
Agastache 
Ajuga 
Artemisia Begonia 
Black-eyed Susa (Rudbeckia) 
Blackfoot Daisy 
Candytuft 
Columbine Coreopsis 
Daylily – Stella de Oro only 
Dusty Miller 
Esperanza 
Gaillardia (Blanket Flower) 
Germander 
Impatiens 
Iris 
Lamb’s Ears 
Lamium (Dead Nettle) 
Lantana 
Monarda (Bee Balm) 
Mexican Bush Sage 
Mexican Mint Marigold 
Mexican Oregano 
Penstemon 
 

 
Plumbago 
Purple Coneflower 
Red Hot Poker 
Rock Rose 
Rose Mallow 
Rosemary 
Russian Sage 
Salvia (Autumn Sage) 
Santolina 
Scabiosa (Pincushion Flower) 
Shasta daisy 
Skullcap 
Society Garlic 
Thyme 
Turks Cap 
Verbena (rabbits may eat blooms) 
Yarrow 
Zexmenia 
Zinnia 
Oregano 
Lavender 
Dahlberg Daisy 
Vinca  (Periwinkle) 
 

Shrubs 
Buddleia (Butterfly Bush) 
Boxwood 
Cotoneaster 
Holly 
Holly Fern 
Juniper 
Sumac 
Viburnum 

… cont’d from page 1 ... 

http://www.facebook.com/ShadesOfGreenInc
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/events.htm
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txsmartscape.com 

Come Join Us … 

Special Event Savings 

On Select Perennials 

Native, Well-Adapted, and 

Best Suited For North Texas! 
 

Specialists On-Hand Include: 

Master Gardeners 

Plant Experts 

Irrigation Specialists 

 

Fun For The Whole Family! 

This tour is the club’s major fundraiser and it is held every two years. 

Proceeds from the tour are used to fund beautification projects 

and scholarships for local students.  

What a delightful way to enjoy a Saturday and show your support. 

$20.00 Tour Tickets Available At Shades of Green! 

May Not Be Combined With Any Other Offers or Discounts. 
One Coupon Per Household Please.      Coupon Valid 5/1/16- 5/31/16 May Not Be Combined With Any Other Offers or Discounts. 

One Coupon Per Household Please.      Coupon Valid 5/1/16- 5/31/16 


