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"What's That?"
by Rob Wier

A customer asked 
that question the 
other day when she 
was walking by the 
front of the store.  
The plant in 
question, Duranta 
repens, was in full 
bloom with a 
multitude of 
butterflies on it.

I told her it was a 
great, large tropical 
to add for color (and 
for butterflies!) that 
blooms from June 
till freeze.  She 
didn't take it since it 
was a "tropical", yet 
don't discount this 
performing plant so 
easily.

I fell in love with Duranta last August 
while in San Antonio visiting, believe it or 
not, a Shades of Green nursery there.  The 
plant was in their parking lot and had a 
cloud of various butterflies hovering above 
it.  I bought one and kept it on the back 
porch for the remainder of the fall.  I 
planted mine in November on the south-
east side of my house, and it has come back 
from the roots.  (Being a tropical - zone 9 - 

we can't expect it to reliably do that.)

The plant can grow into a large shrub 
4-5' tall with arching branches.  The 
most popular cultivar is 'Sapphire 
Showers' with its clusters of violet-
blue blooms with white edges.  The 
flower's sweet scent attracts the 
butterflies.

Planting it in full sun produces the 
most profuse blooms, however it can 
take half-day sun and still give you 
some good blooms.  Duranta can be 
mistaken for Butterfly Bush 
(Buddleia) due to its appearance and 
butterflies.

Duranta will grow faster with warm 
nights and moisture - not 
a problem this year!  It's 
not quite drought hardy, 
but still an interesting 
plant to enjoy.

Make that gardening 
neighbor of yours 
curious enough to ask 
"What's That?".  

Unless of course, they 
shop here too!
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TIMELY HINTS . . .  TIMELY HINTS . . .
PLANT ...   Container grown plants, such as various 
Annuals, Perennials, Shrubs, and Trees.  Remember to 
hand-water daily for the first 7-10 days to get them 
established.   Sow Bluebonnet seeds and other wildflowers 
late in the month.  Many sprout now and will bloom next 
spring.

PRUNE ... Trim spent blossoms, flower stalks, and ugly 
foliage on perennials to encourage another round of fall 
growth and blooms.   Pick-prune to maintain shape on 
shrubs and shrub-roses, such as 'Knockout' Roses.

FERTILIZE ... Use 'Osmocote', 'Colorscapes', and even 
'Superthrive' on container plants to keep them happy and 
blooming in the heat.   Use 'Palm Food' on palms to give 
them a boost during the warm weather.

PESTS ... The abundant rains have brought out abundant 
insects this year.  Not all are bad, but keep an eye out for 
problems.  Here are some 'Earth Friendly' control choices:

Mosquitoes - see Michelle's informative article below.
Scale - Scale has been plentiful on Crape Myrtles and 
other plants this season.  We have a Horticultural Oil 
for control.  

Fire Ants - Use Molasses on the entire yard to help 
them relocate elsewhere.  Use the bait 'Come And Get 
It' for individual mounds and also on the entire yard.  
Then to eliminate them promptly, use 'Mound Drench'.
Bagworms & Webworms - Both of these pests can be 
controlled with the spray 'B.T.' (Bacillus 
thurengensis).

WATER ... Summer's heat is here so be watchful of your 
yard and landscape.  Water as needed.  Just because water 
restrictions have been lifted or lessened in some areas, you 
should still practice prudent water use.

Other ... 
Maintain mulch in planting beds to conserve 
moisture and moderate soil temperatures.  
Check guy-wires and stakes on trees.  If trees seem 
well-rooted in, you can remove stakes and wires.
Don't leave 'Treegator®' bags on tree trunks for 
extended periods (a month or longer).  Bags left on 
trunks for extended periods of time can cause 
problems with the bark.

 

Mosquito Sticks 
(BEST SELLER - Customer 
testimonial, "Give me FOUR boxes!")

These have been jumping off our 
shelves.  Sandalwood incense sticks 
made in Australia with an organic soy 
formula repels mosquitoes for 3-6 
hours.  Wonderfully fragrant -- 
reminiscent of a pinion wood fire in 
winter.  Place around your outdoor 
retreat every 8 feet for maximum 
protection.

Outdoor Aroma Candles
These are not stinky citronella 
buckets!  Aroma Candles are an all 
natural herbal blend of peppermint, 
eucalyptus, citronella, lemongrass, 
and lavender which deters pesky 
insects for over 50 hours.  Trade in 
your 'bucket' for a beautiful and 
locally made herbal candle in a 
ceramic glazed decorative pot.

'YardSafe' Insect Repellent 
Granules
These use the same theory as 
grandpa's cedar closet.  All natural 
cedar granules scattered around the 
yard provides protection against 
mosquitoes, ants, chiggers, fleas, and 
flies.  One 10-pound bag covers 
4,000 square feet.

Mosquito Dunks and Bits
Dunks and Bits kill mosquitoes 
before they are old enough to bite.  
An organic, biological control for use 
in wet areas around the yard.  Put in 
french drains, ponds, flower pots, or 
any area that gets flooded after a rain.  
Each dunk is effective for up to 30 
days.

Beneficial Nematodes
A biological control which eats 
mosquito larva in the soil.  Apply 
twice a year and they will multiply 
endlessly in an organic landscape.

by Michelle Bradley

Plants!!
Try these wonderful perennial herbs:  
Pennyroyal, Lemon Thyme, 
Lavender, Lemon Balm, Rosemary, 
Mexican Mint Marigold, and 
Santolina.  All are available now!  
Plant in the ground, or in pots 
scattered around the patio.  Yum!

Cactus Juice
Contains NO harmful chemicals.  
Applied directly to the skin (spray 
form or lotion) it will repel insects for 
2-3 hours.  Contains sunscreen and 
moisturizers, and has a pleasant scent, 
too!  Great for kids!

Mosquito ArsenalMosquito Arsenal



Salvia Elegans
Pineapple Sage

Salvia Leucantha
Mexican Bush Sage

Anisacanthis Wrightii
Hummingbird Bush
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BEACH BLONDE®BEACH BLONDE®

Come SeptemberCome September
by Nancy Furth

September is a magical time in the garden.  It is a time when we not 
only reap the rewards of all the work and effort we put forth during 
the previous months, but take time to 
stand back and behold the miracles only 
growing time and nature can render.  To 
be sure, for some of us, there may have 
been a couple of failures and 

disappointments along with the successes.  Although we carefully selected, 
planted and nurtured our floral and foliage choices, over the months the weather 
brought us phenomenal surprises. During it all, we treated and 
fertilized on what we hoped was a timely basis, relying on 
the word of other experienced gardeners and horticulturists 
and our own instincts. We even replaced plants and gave 
them a second try as our budgets allowed and, for the most part, left the rest to our 
gardener's faith.  Depending on the size and age of our planting spaces, we held out 
hope accordingly, some of us knowing that September would show us nature's 
rewards.

For me, come September -- every year without fail, my gardens magically 
produce displays that are the result of life taking its natural course, not because 
of some God-given talent or green thumb.  I stop and take this special time every 
year to enjoy each garden wonder.  I'm not only speaking of flowers, but of the 

beautiful 'flutterbys' in the garden as 
well.  These rewards, some earned and 
some not, inspire and encourage me to 
dream again about next year's garden 
making visual notes of size, texture and 
color combinations. 

Here are some fall perennials favorites that I count on through 
September and October to close my fall gardening season with a 
colorful finale.  Stop by the Nursery and let us show not only 
these, but other favorite fall selections we know will please you.
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KID'S COUPON

~Must Present Coupon ~

Offer Expires August 31st, 2007     While Supplies Last     Not Valid With Any Other Offer

K i d s '  G a r d e n i n g  C o l l e c t i o n

2 5 %  O F F
I n c l u d e s :

T o o l s  . . .  C h a i r s  . . .  G l o v e s  . . .  
F l o w e r  P r e s s  K i t  . . .  e t c .

Tagetes lucida
or Tagetes lemmonii

Rudbeckia 'Goldstrum'
Gulf Coast Muhley

'Regal Mist'

Sedum 'Autumn Joy'
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Throne Chairs  . . .  f i t  for  the King 
and Queen of  your  Garden

What's Hot In The Shop ...
(Not us -- the A/C is brand new!)

Ugh … Christmas in AUGUST???

Here's a Special Sneak Preview of some newly released 'Jim 
Shore' Santas.  Check out the new lighted, musical Santa.  
Also enjoy Mrs. Claus for the very first time!  And see if you 
can catch the 'Jim Shore' Frog … they jump off the shelves!  
They look great in the garden!

New Arrivals …
Mossy Animals for your garden.  Clay frogs, snails, owls, and 
birds finished with a mossy texture to make you feel like you're 
in an old country English garden with foxgloves and 
snapdragons.

New Carruth arrivals (new to us 
anyway) include a carrot man called 
"Bunny Bait", grinning "Rowdy Radishes", a Humpty 
Dumpty look-alike named "Egbert", and a comical face 
named "Garden Grouch" - you've got to see these new 
arrivals!  All Carruth sculptures come with a sturdy gift box 
great for wrapping or shipping.

Have you seen the whimsical "Home Grown" Animals?  Here's a teaser … 
'Lettuce Dog', 'Caterpiller Peas', 'Octopus Banana', 'Lemon Goat', … and you just 
have to come in to see what a 'Durian Hedgehog' looks like.  I had to look up 
Durians on the internet.  Big fruit!  

Chimes … Chimes … Chimes!  Woodstock has some 
neat new chimes which include the Amber Chime (yes, it has 
a real Amber accent piece!), a large Turquoise Chime which 
has a southwest flare to it, and the beautiful Morning Mood 
Chime - perfect for breakfast al Fresco and a cup of tea!

Shroomy'z have some vivid new colors!   Kiwi and Plum Sanity are great new 
hues, plus we have some great fall colors for your harvest decorating.

As always … we have plenty of great Tyler 
Candles and the harvest scents are coming in 
soon!

Come Take A
Sneak Peek!
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by Rob Wier

Identify ALL of these caterpillars and 
blooms correctly for a coupon worth

up to $10.00 OFF your next purchase!

August Brain Teaser

Good Hunting! 

... I mean, 
Good Luck!

We'll give you a $1.00 credit for every correct
answer to this Brain Teaser.

Email your answers to us by Aug. 31st, at:    
info@shadesofgreeninc.com

Hint:  All photos were taken at the nursery in late July!

1

3

4

6

8

2

5

7

9

10



Remember To Visit Our Website For Promotions and Events!

www.                                  . com

8801 COIT ROAD
Frisco, Texas  75035

Prstd Std
Auto

U.S. Postage Paid
Dallas, TX

Permit No. 649

SHADES
OF

GREENINC.

The  GREENLEAF
AUGUST, 2007

NEWSLETTER

FRISCOMcKINNEY FM 3537 / FM 720

C
O

IT
 R

D
.

P
R

E
S

T
O

N
 R

D
.

PLANO
TEXAS CERTIFIED

NURSERY PROFESSIONALS

HWY 121

N

2 MILES

SHADES
OF

  GREEN

McDERMOTT RD.

ROLATOR RD.

S h a ed s O f G r e e n I n c

Tree TipsTree TipsTree Tips

*

*
*

*

*This year has been a relatively mild summer 
and extremely wet compared to last year's 
drought.  Here are some tips to cope with this 
year's correct conditions.

Last year Treegator® bags saved many of the 
trees, but this year they've hardly been needed 
due to the frequent rains.  If you are not using 
it remove it from your tree so air and light can 
get to the trunk and bark.

Check weekly for water, and water if the 
rootball is dry.  Water as needed - don't just 
water on a schedule.  The weather has left 
many trees too wet.  Check the soil then water 
if needed.

Container trees (grown in a bucket) will use 
more water and require more frequent watering 
because of their amount of foliage and 
developed root system.  They can literally suck 
the water out of their potting soil and dry out 
even if the adjacent soil of your yard is wet.  So 
check their original rootball and water when 
dry.

Some of the drought tolerant trees, such as 
Shantung Maple and Chinese Pistache, stressed 
this season due to the excessive rain.  Once 
again, only water them when they are dry.  

Pick up our handout "Summer Survival Tips 
For Trees" in the nursery, or download it from 
our website, for more information.


