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I want to take a mo-
ment to introduce a variety of
Elm tree, the Lace Bark Elm. This
gorgeous tree exhibits yellow
fall color prior to defoliating
with a unique exfoliating, lacy
bark.

To many the “Elm” word correlates with the Dutch
Elm disease that was responsible for the death of many
trees in the Midwest and Northeast United States. Luckily,
the Lace Bark Elm is not prone to this disease. Seeing
older, more mature landscapes over the last 25 years, I
noticed the #1 dilemma my customers are facing is dealing
with a larger tree that has created too much shade for turf
to grow.

The Lace Bark Elm is a medium size specimen tree
more adapted to smaller spaces maturing at 40 - 60ft tall
by 30 - 40ft wide, unlike its counterparts in the Oak,
Sweetgum and various other Elm varieties that mature at
60ft high by 60ft wide. The Lace Bark has a smaller leaf

which makes for less clean up in the fall. It can be on the
drought tolerant side once it is established.

Shades of Green has a wonderful selection for our
customers to choose from. If you didn’t already know, we
are in the middle of our annual tree sale that applies to
the Lace Bark Elm as well as our large inventory of many
other excellent varieties. Treat yourself to a tree today!

The Right Tree
Right Place By Jeff McCauley

D E C E M B E R 2 0 0 8

We will be closed Christmas Day, December 25th
And New Years Day, January 1st

The Lace Bark Elm earns it’s name
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Plant …
Cool Season Color! Pansies, Dianthus, Ornamental

Kale and Cabbage, Snapdragons, and Cyclamen.
Cover your color bowls with frost cloth (we carry
N-Sulate) during hard freezes.

Shrubs, Perennials, and Trees! Our Tree Sale runs
through January 31st, but you don’t have to wait
that long … trees make wonderful Christmas gifts,
too.

Bulbs! Get your tulips out of the fridge (where you
kept them chilled) and in the ground. We still
have bulbs … so come get some before you miss
out.

Fertilize … Apply Blood Meal every two weeks on
Pansies and other winter color. Keeps them happily grow-
ing and blooming and helps deter the rabbits. Apply Su-
perthrive monthly on your newly planted trees and large
shrubs. It can also help your houseplants make it through
the ‘winter blahs’ if applied monthly.
Prune … Major tree pruning (after trees have lost
their leaves and are dormant) can be done now till mid-
February. We’ll have a Pruning Class in mid-January and
again in mid-February to help ease your worries about
pruning. You may trim back perennials to tidy them up, or
you can leave the spent growth for the wildlife to pick
through when they visit your garden.
Pests …

Rabbits? Liquid Fence can help when you apply it
weekly. Blood Meal helps, too. And Fox Urine is
supposed to work. Whatever you choose to use,
you need to use it regularly and be diligent in your
application. Remember, those bunnies are hun-
gry every night! They’re persistent, so you have
to be persistent.

Be on the lookout for scale on trees and shrubbery.
If you’ve had it before, your plants are candidates
to get it again. Use Dormant Oil to control.

Water … Keep your sprinkler on Manual Mode. If we
don’t get about a half-inch of rain every two weeks, then
you can run your sprinkler once. Remember most plants,
trees, and grass are dormant during this time of year and
hardly need any water. The exception is newly planted
plants, of course. Hand-Water all newly planted plants
rather than wasting water on everything with your

sprinkler. Another exception would be to water your
whole landscape thoroughly before an arctic blast to help
your plants withstand severe freezes better.
Other Bits and Pieces …

Keep bird feeders filled. Bird-watching is great during
the winter.

We carry a frost cloth called ‘N-Sulate’ that is light-
weight yet provides protection for tender plants
in freezing weather.

Put fuel stabilizer in your lawn equipment, or take it
in and get it serviced before spring. Spring is just
about 13 weeks away!

Get out in the evening and enjoy your outdoor fire
pit or fireplace. Cool, crisp air, the warmth of a
glowing fire, the company of friends and loved
ones, a glass of Merlot … life can be enjoyable in
your gardens even in December.

Take your Treegator bag off your tree when not us-
ing it. Leaving it on for extended time (2-3 weeks)
keeps your trunk from getting air and light.

Timely Hints
By Rob Wier

Winter Events Calendar

Pens by Neil Sperry
Sunday, December 21st after 1:30pm
Neil will be at Shades of Green with his unique
pens made in his home workshop that feature
historic woods from all over the world.
Tree Auction
Saturday, January 17th 9am– Noon
More information to come in January Newsletter
Pruning Class
Saturday, January 24th Noon-1:30pm
Join us for a hands-on demonstration of how to
snip & clip without anxiety! Dress to be outside.
If weather is bad we will have another class mid
February, TBA.
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Thanks to everyone who submitted their rabbit
run-ins. General consensus is that our ‘Furry Friends’ will
eat just about anything new, young and tender. Sounds
like an ogre to me! There are conflicting reports on what
they will and won’t eat even among the local residents,
so it’s better to be safe than sorry.

Be prepared with your arsenal should you notice
any evidence of munching. The things we know that
work, at least to some degree, are Liquid Fence and
blood meal. Using these products diligently and fre-
quently will help them to be more effective. Liquid Fence
is a product you spray onto the affected plants and
blood meal is a granular product you spread around the
affected plants. Obviously a physical barrier can also be
effective. A small fence or even planting in elevated pots
can do the trick. Cats also make good deterrents.

Several home remedies have been suggested.
Can’t hurt to try! A piece of rubber hose on the
ground may look enough like a snake to scare rabbits away. Another remedy calls for placing large, clear glass jars of
water in a garden. Supposedly, rabbits are terrified by their distorted reflections. Human hair has also been suggested.
A recent customer reported planting a row of alyssum around her veggie garden keeps them out.

Many Texas native perennials are resistant to rabbit attacks. A general rule of thumb is if the leaves are hairy or
rough then more than likely the rabbits won’t go for it. We’ve also gotten the word that they don’t like grey colored
plants.

Hawks, owls, foxes, minks, weasels, and snakes are the natural population control. Here’s a novel idea: Let’s
all push for conservation of hawk and owl habitat (stands of large trees and open fields) so you don’t have to
do anything but watch these majestic birds take care of your problem for you.

Rowdy Rabbit Report

The notorious Cottontail! Coming to a garden near you.

By Michelle Bradley

Reportedly Resistant Plants:

Annuals: Periwinkles, Begonias, Lantana, Coleus, Pentas, Blue Daze, Snap-
dragon, Marigold and Alyssum

Perennials: Turk’s Cap, Blackfoot Daisy, Lamb’s Ear, Purple Heart, Skullcap

Gone to the Birds
Receive $5.00 OFF

any purchase over $20
That deals with Birds!

Bird feeder, bird baths, houses, etc.
[Must present coupon at time of purchase]

Offer expires December 31st
One coupon per customer, please

Not valid with any other offer

25% Off25% Off
French MarketFrench MarketFrench Market
...December’s Fragrance

of the Month!

Gone to the BirdS
Receive $5.00 OFF

any purchase over $20
That deals with Birds!

Bird feeder, bird baths, bird houses, etc.
[Must present coupon at time of purchase]

Offer expires December 31st
One coupon per customer, please

Not valid with any other offer
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December is a great time to plant trees. It’s also
when we harvest trees from our fields at the tree farm.
This year’s crop of ‘08 promises to be one of our finest yet.
Might I suggest a good “vintage” is the “Brillo Verde

2008.” My top picks
would be the Shantung
Maple or if your taste
prefers oak, the Lacey
Oak.

We will have a
limited amount (20) of
Lacey Oak 2 ½- 3”
caliper to offer. These
are a slower growing
oak so they remain
medium size in your
landscape. These trees
are six years old from
saplings. Most our
other oaks reach this
size in 3-4 years. Brice

has patiently tended them every inch of the way. These
are some of the nicest we’ve seen available in both size
and shape. Most growers have overlooked this tree
because they don’t have the patience.

Lacey Oak grows well in our local soils and even
performs in rocky areas. Another plus to the Lacey Oak –

it’s not susceptible to “Oak Wilt”. We should have some in
the nursery by mid-December.

Another hard to find tree we have is the Shantung
Maple. We’ve had this tree for the last two years, and this
year’s crop is excellent. Shantung grows rapidly, so they
require constant care when young to get straight trunks.
Under Brice’s constant guidance he has raised some well
shaped trees. These trees are also a medium sized tree
and well adapted to our local soils. Being drought tolerant
they don’t like wet areas or over watering.

Like all our trees we invest a lot of time and
patience to bring you a
quality tree. Our farm
philosophy is to grow
quality over quantity. We
have a lot of pride and
satisfaction knowing
these hand- raised trees
find their way to gracing
the communities of North
Texas around us.

“2008”, a good
vintage of the Brillo
Verde trees. Enjoy!

Good Trees Are Like Fine Wine; They Take Patience
By Rob Wier

Lacey Oak ‘08

Shantung Maple ‘08

The Facts:
For 2008, Shades of Green contributed to the earth…
-Enough mulch & compost to cover 18.5 acres 2” deep.
-Enough Gardenville 7-2-2 to fertilize 220 acres of land once.
-Enough Perennials to cover 7.34 acres at 2’ apart on a
square pattern.
-Over 5,000 trees to shade, cleanse our air and
improve our greenspaces.

The Quiz:
So how many bags of fertilizer does that come to be?
How many perennials would it take?

Email your response to info@shadesofgreeninc.com
Answers next month!!!

Use ‘em or lose ‘em!
Loyalty Points

will expire by the
end of the year!

Did I mention we
have excellent

Christmas gifts…?

POP QUIZ!

Shades of Green has new Winter hours:
8:00 am—5:00 pm Monday thru Saturday

10:00 am—5:00 pm Sunday
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While I don’t remember the holly trees growing in my
northern hometown during my childhood, I do know that I was
able to draw a holly leaf and berries with a high degree of accuracy at an early age. I
could easily re-create the curves and spines of holly leaves with my crayon, fill them in
with rich dark green color, and add three perfectly round red berries.

Everyone is familiar with holly as a symbol of Christmas, but it’s special role
actually dates back to Pagan times. It is said that the Druids of British history believed

that the holly was a sacred tree. They brought holly plants into their homes to give refuge to the woodland spirits and
fairies left homeless when the leaves began to fall in autumn. Another superstition held by these early Europeans
included the belief that if prickly hollies were brought into the house, then husband was in control, but if smooth-
edged hollies were brought in, the wife was in command. ( I must try that!)

As for American history of the holly, did you know that American Indians wore sprigs of holly while giving birth
to lessen pain and assure the delivery of a healthy baby? They also brewed a Yaupon Holly tea which was supposed to
restore lost appetites, keep them in good health and give them courage in battle.

Two thousand years ago, the Druids believed that the sun never deserted a holly tree. So a tradition of using
the hollies’ evergreen boughs to decorate inside their dwellings began as a way to “enlighten” their lives. As a Christ-
mas symbol, sprigs of holly were used to decorate mangers in commemoration of the Infant Savior. Holly is called
Christdorn in Germany and refers to the thorn woven into the crown of the crucifixion. The holly berries represented
the blood of Christ and the white flowers were symbolic of the purity in which he was conceived. Hollies remind us of
the Christmas season — a season of “Peace on Earth, and good will toward Men.”

Gifts for Thought

 Gardening Books/Gloves

 Tyler Candles

 ‘Shroomyz’

 Small Windchimes

 Seasonal Gift Items

 ‘Knockout Rose’

 Large Windchimes

 Small Glazed Champa pots

 Wire Garden Accents

 Felco Hand Pruners - The best!

 Build-your-own Container Garden

 Iron Fire pit

 Garden Arbor

 Large Glazed Champa Pots

 ‘Fairy Garden” Container Garden

 Iron Benches

 Neil Sperry’s Custom Pens

 Trees! Planted and Guaranteed

 Garden Water Fountain-Installed

 Cedar Rockers

 Cedar Swings

 Butterfly/ Hummingbird Garden

Gifts $10.00—$50.00 Gifts $100.00—200.00

Gifts $200.00 + UpGifts $50.00—$100.00

Don’t forget, We also have Gift Certificates!

By Nancy Furth
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Just can’t get enough of us?
Check out our website at www.ShadesofGreenInc.com

for upcoming events and current promotions!


