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N E W S L E T T E R 

I just watched a beautiful sunset at the tree farm.  You know that 

kind with different hues of pink and salmon color.  Makes me stop 

and ponder where we‟ve come from this year…where are we go-

ing next.  As always I‟m willing to share my thoughts. 

 

2009 has been a challenging year for everyone.  Most of us have 

had to work harder for less.  So like all businesses we‟ve become 

leaner.  We still carry the “Right Plants for the Right Place” and 

the “Right” products.  Our selection is limited only on the seldom 

asked for products.  We‟ll be glad to order slow selling plants so 

you get “Farm Fresh” quality. 

 

Some popular items this year were: 

Veggies & Herbs—plants and seedlings.  Remember your veg-

gie garden soil gets better each year so keep it up! 

Sedums & Succulents—These are low maintenance choices. 

“Lemon Coral” sedum has been our #1 seller two years in a 

row. 

“Teddy Bear” Magnolia—So cute it makes you want to hug it! 

 

On a greener note here are some of our 2009 contributions to the 

community: 

We planted over 2,000 trees and sold over a thousand more to 

be planted!  Not only providing shade and beauty to the surround-

ing area but eating up tons of those nasty greenhouse gases! 

We sold almost 400,000 plants, flowers, shrubs, herbs, 

groundcovers to enhance this part of mother earth. 

We helped recycle over 500 cubic yards of Texas Pure com-

post (which was at one time your yard waste!) locally back into 

the community. 

 

So, what about going forward?  We will  continue to carry and 

promote well-adapted and native plants, “The Right Plants”.  

These plants are the best value for your dollar.  Of course those 

that use the various organic products we carry will see the savings 

in healthier yards that requires less water and care.  Remember, we 

use our products and plants before we offer them to you.  We carry 

plants and products we have confidence in and experience with! 

 

Here are some things we are looking forward to: 

Offering more bird items, bird feeders and feed. 

Veggies & herbs are popular! We have some new ideas on 

raised gardens, out of the bunnies reach! 

Now is the best time in decades to get a shade tree. We can of-

fer you the best selection and value with our Tree Sale now thru 

Jan 31st.  Remember the best time to plant a tree was yesterday!  

 

Beginning in January 2010 we will be posting “The GreenLeaf” 

online at our website www.shadesofgreeninc.com.  You can 

download it and print it or read it online.  I know you like to open 

your mailbox and find it there but this really is a greener way to 

publish it!  And we‟ll be sending you a postcard to remind you to 

check the website for each issue as it is published.  The coupon of 

the month will be on the postcard.  We‟ll also have limited printed 

copies available in the nursery for pickup.  We hope to not lose 

any of you.  We still enjoy providing the information to assist you 

be better gardeners and share what‟s up with us. 

 

Your accumulated loyalty points expire December 31st!  We‟ll 

set the system so you can use every one of them so use „em or 

loose „em!  Unfortunately we will not continue the program next 

year due to a variety of reasons.  So use „em up! 

 

We will continue our education programs (see calendar) next year.  

We welcome your ideas and suggestions.  I‟ve always loved field 

trips and we‟ll do more of those.  We had fun on the walk & talk 

in November (see Taychas page 2). 
 

. . . Continued on Page 3, see “Remember” 

http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com


Plant …   
Cool Season Color!  Pansies, Dianthus, Ornamental 

Kale and Cabbage, Snapdragons, and Cyclamen.  Cover 

your color bowls with frost cloth (we carry N-Sulate) 

during hard freezes. 

Shrubs, Perennials, and Trees!  Don‟t miss our Tree 

Sale, it runs through January 31st, but you don‟t have to 

wait that long … trees make wonderful Christmas gifts, 

too. 
 

Fertilize …  Apply Blood Meal every two weeks on 

Pansies and other winter color.  Keeps them happily 

growing and blooming and helps deter the rabbits.  Ap-

ply Superthrive monthly on your newly planted trees 

and large shrubs.  It can also help your houseplants make 

it through the „winter blahs‟ if applied monthly. 

 

Prune …  Major tree pruning (after trees have lost their 

leaves and are dormant) can be done now till mid-

February.  We have a pruning class on December 12th 

with a focus on trees.  We‟ll have other pruning classes 

coming up in January and February.   You may trim back 

perennials to tidy them up, or you can leave the spent 

growth for the wildlife to pick through when they visit 

your garden. 
 

Pests & Animal Stopper…   
Rabbits?  Animal Stopper helps when you apply it 

every few weeks.  Blood Meal helps, too.  Whatever you 

choose to use, you need to use it regularly and be dili-

gent in your application.  Remember, those bunnies are 

hungry every night!  They‟re persistent, so you have to 

be persistent. 

 

 

Be on the lookout for scale on trees and shrubbery.  If  

you‟ve had it before, your plants are candidates to get it 

again.  Use Dormant Oil to control. 
 

Water …   Keep your sprinkler on Manual Mode.  If 

we don‟t get about a half-inch of rain every two weeks, 

then you can run your sprinkler once.  Remember most 

plants, trees, and grass are dormant during this time of 

year and hardly need any water.  The exception is newly 

planted plants, of course.  Hand-Water all newly planted 

plants rather than waste water watering everything with 

your sprinkler.  Another exception would be to water 

your whole landscape thoroughly before an artic blast to 

help your plants withstand severe freezes better. 

 

Other Bits and Pieces … 

Keep bird feeders filled.  Bird-watching is great during 

the winter. 

We carry a frost cloth called ‘N-Sulate’ that is light-

weight yet provides protection for tender plants in 

freezing weather. 

Put fuel stabilizer in your lawn equipment, or take it in 

and get it serviced before spring.  Spring is just about 

13 weeks away! 

Get out in the evening and enjoy your outdoor fire pit 

or fireplace.  We carry some beautiful fire pits and 

pinion wood to add that wonderful „mountain‟ scent to 

your fire.  Cool, crisp air, the warmth of a glowing 

fire, the company of friends and loved ones, a glass of 

Merlot … there‟s hardly a better way to enjoy your 

garden in December. 

Take your Treegator bag off your tree when not using 

it.  Leaving it on for extended time (2-3 weeks) keeps 

your trunk from getting air and light. 

Check newly planted plants and trees weekly to make 

sure they are establishing well.  They like attention 

just as much as a new puppy. 

Timely Hints 
By Rob Wier 
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Taychas Trail  

Walk & Talk  
 

We had wonderful weather for the 

November walk and a big turnout. 

Unfortunately we missed the 

leaves turning by a week. Hope-

fully those that attended learned 

something and enjoyed how nice 

the Taychas Trail and Limestone 

Quarry Park are. We‟ll do it 

again, any suggestions on topics 

or location are welcomed. 
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Mark Your Calendar  
 

December 12  

Tree Pruning Class with Rob, Noon to 1:30 
 

December 20   

Neil Sperry here selling his handmade Pens, 

1:30pm 
 

December 25 

Closed for time with family & friends 
 

January 1  

Closed for time with family & friends 
 

January 9  

Pruning Shrubs & Roses with Rob, Noon to 1:30 
 

January 16  

Annual Tree Auction (look for details in the online 

January issue!) 

December’s  Fragrance  
Of the Month! 

December Coupon 

$5 Off Any Purchase Over $20 
or 

$10 Off Any Purchase Over $50 
 

Must present coupon and say Merry Christmas,  

Feliz Navidad, Happy Hanukah, or Happy Kwanza  

at time of purchase !  

Offer expires December 31st 

One coupon per customer, please.   Not valid with any other offer. 

 

December 20, 1:30pm  
Pens By Neil Sperry 

 
Pens handmade by Neil Sperry in his home 
workshop feature historic and beautiful woods 
from the world over!   
 
 

Each pen is a beautiful and 
unique work of art and would 
make a fabulous gift for a 
loved one or that special grad! 
 
 
Neil will be appearing in person at  

Shades Of Green 
Sunday December 20th, 1:30 

Proceeds go to Serenity High,a charity that Neil supports. 
~Please see Nursery Staff for Gardening questions~. 

Remember (continued from pg 1) 
Remember “gardeners believe in tomorrow”.  For those of us 

with grit under our nails it‟s a part of our lifestyle.  We know 

that what we do today will have a positive impact on the 

future.  We garden in good times and bad, it‟s a part of life. 

 

We appreciate each and every one of you and truly value 

your patronage.  We are grateful and thankful for every one 

of your hard-earned dollars spent with us.  We are glad to be 

here and part of the community providing our talents and 

products. 

 

Have a great Holiday Season from all of us to all of you! 

Annual Tree Sale 
 

Savings up to 35% Off 

Ends January 31, 2010 
 

See Store For Details 



** Newsletter Printed Using Vegetable-Based Inks ** 

Remember To Visit Our Website For Promotions and Events! 

www.ShadesOfGreenInc.com 

  

 

Gifts $100 to 200 

Iron Fire Pit & Pinion 

Wood 

Garden Arbor 

Iron or Stone Benches 

Neil Sperry’s Handmade Pens 

                  Can’t Decide?     A Gift Certificate Is Perfect!  

Gift Ideas For That Special Gardener 

Gifts $200 and Up 

Trees! Planted and Guaranteed 

Garden Water Fountain-Installed 

Cedar Rockers 

Cedar Swings 

Gifts $50 to $100 

Large Windchimes 

Wire Garden Accents 

‘Felco’ Hand Pruners—The Very Best! 

Build Your Own Container Garden 

Gifts $10 to $50 

Gardening Books & Gloves 

Tyler Candles  

Small Windchimes 

‘Knockout Rose’ 


