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WE HAVE NEW SPRING HOURS:
MON - SAT 8:00 A.M. TO 6:30 P.M.
SUN 10:00 A.M. TO 6:00 P.M

(972) 890-9820
FAX (972) 377-2022

info@shadesofgreeninc.com
www.shadesofgreeninc.com

VV a l u ea l u eGardeningGardening
We all seek out value, especially in today’s economy.

As gardeners, we love to watch our investment in plants
grow and prosper. The value of our garden is not measured
solely on it’s size but by the enjoyment and enrichment to
our lives. The beauty of plants and a chance to relax while
interacting and observing nature are what I value in my
garden. Here are some value ideas to consider this spring:

Have a plan and layout your thoughts on paper.
Discuss with your spouse and list goals. When in doubt,
seek advice. Bring us pictures so we can help you make the
right choices. Proper planning has always been prudent.

Stick with the “Right Plant for the Right Place” and grow
plants well adapted to this area for the best value.

Buy local. Plants produced close by are better suited to
the area and perform well. We strive to offer plant material
from a variety of quality local growers. Also, remember
shopping with us keeps most of these dollars circulating in
the local economy.

Earth friendly and organic products save money over time.
Not to mention, how valuable is good health?

Perennials perform over many seasons. They add
interest, variety and contrast at a modest price to the
usual grouping of shrubbery. Hey, I like annuals too, but
perennials just give you more for your dollar.

The best time to plant a tree was yesterday, the next
best time to plant a tree is today. If you need trees, don’t
procrastinate. To quote a friend…”I wish I had cut down
that Honeylocust (a very thorny tree) twenty years ago.
They would have been twenty years smaller and the new
trees would have been twenty years larger.” – Bob Allen
(who happens to be running for Frisco City Council.)

Tend to your yard weekly all year round. Like a pet, your
landscape loves the attention, and time in the yard gives
you an opportunity to catch things that need tending to
before you have a problem. Our “Timely Hints” section in
the Greenleaf is intended to remind you of areas to
address.

Our philosophy at the nursery has always been to
provide a great value. We grow, promote, and carry plants
that work here. We gladly share our gardening experience
and knowledge because we value you as a satisfied
patron. We want our products and services to add value to
your lifestyle. I’ve said it before…”Glad to have you as part
of our lifestyle, and we’re glad to be a part of yours!”

By Rob Wier

Keep using earth friendly
products. Shades of Green can
help you understand the usage
of these types of materials

more thoroughly.
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Pests … Watch for slugs on the ground, fire ant
mounds, aphids on new growth, and canker worms in
your trees. We can certainly help with control, once
you have identified the pest. Briefly … Sluggo sprin-
kled under the plants controls slugs. A strong blast of
water can control Aphids, or use the spray Bon-Neem.
Control those nasty fire ants with a one-two punch by
drenching individual mounds with the Nature’s Guide
product Mound Drench then applying the bait Come
And Get It. Also applying Dry Molasses to your lawn
and beds helps with control -- fire ants seem to hate it.
Caterpillars can be controlled with Bacillis Thurengen-
sis mixed with water and sprayed on the foliage that the
worms are eating. As always identify the pests first …
pick up the Texas Bug Book to help with their identi-
fication … most bugs are good!

Other …
Are you new to the area? Want to know how to

garden successfully here locally? Plan on attend-
ing our Annual Open House event on Satur-
day, March 7th, for great information!

Consider converting your sprinkler system, around
the foundation of your house and planting
beds, to Drip Irrigation. Most systems can eas-
ily be retrofitted by licensed irrigators. Sure,
there are some upfront costs involved, but the
savings in the long run are endless!

The Rabbit repellent by Animal Stopper has been
working for us, and for our customers.

By Rob Wier

In the spring I have counted one hundred and thirty-six
different kinds of weather inside of four and twenty
hours. ~Mark Twain …Mark Twain lived in Texas?

Good morning, good morning!
We have changed from doing Thursday evening Happy Hour to Saturday morning talks instead. So, we’ll send

you home with a jolt of java and inspiration to get in the yard rather than relax with a glass of wine. (See back page)
Our spring hours (March through May) will be extended to 6:30pm Monday—Saturday and

Sunday 10:00am to 6:00pm.

Plant … Cool season color still -- for the first part
of the month (Petunias, Alyssum, Dianthus and
Snapdragons). We could still have a chance of a freeze
through the end of this month so wait to plant sum-
mer color until then. We know … it’s hard to wait …
but best to let it warm up. Herbs, Perennials, Shrubs,
and Trees can all be planted now as well. Check with
us on veggies, either plants or seed – there’s just too
many to list.

Fertilize … The whole yard if you did not do so
last month Gardenville 7-2-2 Soil Food. Use Green-
sand on evergreens for additional iron. Bloodmeal on
those pansies keeps them happy and blooming. Use
Superthrive on newly planted plants for a good start
and even on houseplants and your potted plants that
go back outside to rejuvenate them.

Prune … Mid-month you can trim a lot of those
perennials back to shape and control their size. Other
groundcovers such as Asian Jasmine, Euyonomous
coloratus, Vinca, and even Frogfruit responds well to a
sheering and trimming back to let fresh new growth
emerge.

Water … Only when absolutely necessary! Such
as when there has been no rain for two weeks. How
good we are getting about conserving water. Keep it
up! If you notice someone who needs help with their
watering practices, you can refer them to our website
to get a copy of our helpful handout “Survive and
Thrive Watering Woes”. Better yet, print it out and
hand it to them. You’ll find it under “Plant Care”.
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BAG IT!
Get$5.00OFF

With Your Purchase of $35.00
or More of

Bagged Goods!
Mulch,Compost

andother
SoilAmendments

Present This Coupon
(Yes, you have to present this coupon)

Not Valid With Any Other Offer
Expires March 31st 2009

One coupon per customer

An AncientAncient Passion by Michelle Bradley

Some of the earliest container gardens date back to the 8th century. The Moors brought with them to
Europe an idea of the garden as a ‘Paradise on Earth’. Imagine roses in pots reflected in the canals with

their delectable perfume dispersed by fine jet sprays from primitive fountains.
Creating a restful retreat is easily obtained using just the right containers and plants to set the mood. Bold

bright blue containers often evoke thoughts of the warm tropics. What more could you want than to visit your favorite
vacation spot right out the backdoor? Brilliant colors and large distinctive leaves added to the right container can cre-
ate a sense of being lost in the jungle. Better than being lost in the concrete jungle! Cluster a few around the pool to
hide that view of your neighbor and you guessed it...a tropical paradise.

Black and gunmetal pots with sleek lines can create an elegant and sophisticated backyard retreat. Do you like
a manicured look with no grass blade out of place? These are the pots for you. And because you spouse will thank you
and because I said so, add white flowers and twinkle lights and you have readymade romance movie magic. Perfect
with a little Mozart and dancing in the moonlight.

If you dream of the hot, baked colors of Provence and you imagine traipsing through small villages, or visiting
outdoor cafes, our rustic collection is for you. Softly muted browns and tans with simple designs lend themselves well
to single specimen plantings of lavender, ornamental grasses, and tidy evergreens. This collection encompasses our
largest selection of pottery as they are inexpensive and will fit with virtually any existing backyard theme.

There is a collection of pottery I fondly refer to as the “barnacle pots”. If
you’ve ever dreamt of or been fortunate enough to soak up the sun in the Mediter-
ranean, turn to the Aegean collection. Inspired by the Ancient world, use these pots
around a pool with white or blue accents. If you enjoy architectural pieces and an-
cient ruins these are the perfect compliment.

Do you love the Pacific Northwest? On a recent trip there, I marveled at the
lushness and abundance of the verdant green moss covering virtually everything. In
the middle of the hot summer there is nothing more comforting than a moss covered
boulder or tree. Unfortunately for us North Texans, moss is not so easy to obtain
here. Go for a few mossy green pots instead with some lacy and ferny plants, and
add a trickling fountain to cool your nerves.
With a little planning, you can create a garden through containers that fulfils your
vision no matter how small the space. We all need an oasis at the end of the day…
Or even at the beginning!



Every few years we see new trends in gardening emerge. It seems
that the pendulum is swinging away from typical builder’s landscapes and
finally gaining momentum toward more heterogeneous earth-friendly

gardens and habitats. I do not use the term ‘habitat’ to just mean living
spaces for animals, bird and insects but living spaces for all of us to enjoy
and really ‘live’ in. More and more gardeners are incorporating edible plants
in their landscapes enhancing bio-diversity as well as the gardener’s pleasure
of gardening. Herbs and other edible plants increase the usefulness of the

landscape and add beauty by lending textural as well as ornamental interest.
Need I mention the benefits of using fresh home-grown vegetables, herbs
and fruits?

I had the pleasure recently of giving a talk here at the nursery on
Current Trends in Cottage-style Gardening. This was an opportunity for me to
share my personal eclectic style of gardening and encourage others to use a
more diverse pallet of plants including herbs, vegetables and fruits. Aldous
Huxley stated: “The charm of history and its enigmatic lesson consist in the
fact that, from age to age, nothing changes and yet everything is completely
different.” Today’s ‘cottage garden’ more accurately could be called ‘earth-
friendly’ or ‘sustainable’, yet those terms don’t create the imagery for us
that a ‘cottage garden’ does. An ‘earth-friendly’ cottage garden today is
much less labor-intensive and contains more plants (both
edible and ornamental) that are native and well-adapted.
With the use of good landscape design principles, a
twenty-first century ‘cottage-style garden’ can fit into any
contemporary Texas landscape.

For years I’ve been begging my husband to dig up
all the remaining turf in our small backyard, and I’ve
finally come to the realization that it’s never going to
happen. We have recently compromised though, and a
couple of weeks ago he removed some aging shrubs along
the west-facing garage wall. We will improve the design
and deepen the bed using attractive stone, so that I can
create a kitchen garden. A kitchen garden or “potager’
can be defined nowadays as ‘a vegetable garden with
style.’ This weekend we (he ) will till the bed and raise
it by adding compost and expanded shale to improve the
drainage. He’ll put in a retention wall along the garage so
that the soil will not be directly against it. Around mid-
April I plan to be scattering annual old-fashioned flower
seeds among plants of our favorite vegetables (a few
started from seed and a few purchased as starter plants).
I’ll accent with my favorite herbs, add a well -placed trellis
for a vine crop and perhaps, if I have room, I’ll plant a
diminutive antique rose.

My desire to add this garden to my landscape is
not altogether selfish or done on a whim as a compulsive
gardener. After assisting with a community garden a
couple of years ago and donating food to local food
banks, I know how much the excess from my garden will
be appreciated. It is a great feeling knowing that my love
of gardening can help sustain others - even in this small
way.

Landscaping with edible plants
is My Kind of Deal! By Nancy Furth

-4-

“The charm of history and its
enigmatic lesson consist in the

fact that, from age to age,
nothing changes and yet
everything is completely

different.”
-Aldous Huxley
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I’m about… By Bill Fritts

I don’t know ‘bout ya’ll, but I’m ‘bout tired of
this cold stuff. I get up and it’s dark, I get home and it’s
dark. I get a day off and it rains or it ices. Where I’m go-
ing with this...there are a lot of things that need to be
done in my garden to get ready for spring and summer.

I still haven’t finished pruning all my trees. Some
beds need to be re-mulched. My vegetable garden needs
to be tilled. It’s time to put in cool season vegetables.
Examples: Broccoli, Brussel Sprouts, Cabbage, Garlic,
Lettuce, Onion, Peas, Potatoes, Radishes, Spinach, and
Turnips.

Prune your perennials and ornamental grasses
back after they begin emerging in March. Re-
member to fertilize trees, lawn, shrubs and
vegetables with Gardenville 7-2-2 first of

March if you haven’t already.
Final thought, take

the lawn mower to the shop
and have the blades sharp-
ened oil changed, and new
spark plug installed.
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Give us just thirty minutes on each of the follow-
ing Saturday mornings from 9 – 9:30 a.m.; energize
yourself with some morning refreshments, and get the
expert advice you need to grow and maintain beautiful,
healthy Texas landscapes using earth-friendly practices.
Our Spring Gardening Series will start with soil building
and garden construction; go on to identify well-adapted
plants including perennials, vegetables, herbs, trees and
shrubs; cover fertilization schedules and materials; and
include insect identification with safe and effective
methods of control; plus, a local expert will discuss
rainwater harvesting.
We are pleased to have the Collin County Master Garden-
ers who represent AgriLife Extension and Texas A&M
share the latest research on chosen topics including the
EarthKind™ Landscape Design Principles. We are
fortunate to have staff members and local experts round
out our speakers list.

Join us before your day gets away from you!
We think you’ll be glad you did!

Learn On the Go, Know-How-To-Grow
Spring Gardening Series Schedule

March 21st – Stop Grumbling About Clay Soil!
March 28th – Get to the Root of the Matter: Raised Beds
April 4th – Vegetable/Herb Gardening
April 11th – Container Gardening and Annual Color
April 18th – Combining Edibles and Ornamentals
April 25th – EarthKind™Landscape Design Principles
May 2nd – Trees that Like it Here
May 9 th – Shrubs/Vines and Groundcovers
May 16th – Brice’s Perennial Favorites
May 23rd – Basic Pruning
May 30th – Don’t Let the Bugs Bug You! IPM
June 6th – EarthKind™Fertilization and Pesticide Use
June 13th – Rainwater Harvesting

Learn on the Go!
We know how precious your weekends are!


