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A couple of years
ago my wife Tammy and I
bought a second home

down in the Hill Country in Johnson City. We
travel down there at least once a month, some-
times twice. Tammy wanted a planter for the
patio, but that presented a challenge since we are
not around full time. The solution? Miniature Se-
dum garden.

Using her experience from her previous Sedum
garden, (see October 2008 issue of the Greenleaf)
we came up with an idea. We brought down an
assortment of Sedums and
succulents from the nurs-
ery, potting soil and some
expanded shale. Unfortu-
nately, we forgot to bring
pots with us. This was a
great excuse to have lunch
in Austin, then visit the
‘Natural Gardener’ nursery
- I’ve heard it was a great
place and I agree. A few
hours later we had an inter-
esting pot and a few new
Sedums to add.

The pot was deeper

than we needed, so I used a tip from our very own
Michelle Bradley. I inverted a 3 gallon pot inside
the larger planter to remove about half of the soil
volume. I blended our Gardenville potting soil
50/50 with the expanded shale and filled the pot 3
inches from the top. We set and arranged our col-
lection of spillers, thrillers and fillers (another tip I
learned from Michelle). After filling the voids be-
tween plants with the potting mix, I topped the
surface with expanded shale as a rock mulch. We
accessorized with some driftwood pieces and na-
tive stones from our property.

The exciting thing is how well it
grew fall through winter. We
water it about once every three
weeks. I am amazed at how well
it’s done with hardly any care.
So for those who travel and
tend to neglect their containers,
here is another option. Not to
mention… the joy on Tammy’s
face when we visit and she sees
how nice the Sedum garden
looks after being away. Usually
she says, “it looks so nice” fol-
lowed by a kiss! You know the
value of that? Priceless.

TAKETWO!

Gardening is civil and social, but it wants the
vigor and freedom of the forest and outlaw.
-Henry David Thoreau

By Rob Wier



Please extend an invitation to your
Home Owners Association’s landscape committee members

Join us for our first HOA Open House
Thursday evening, April 30th, 6:30—8:00 p.m.
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Plant…Annual Color now! Our selection and
quality is excellent! Be patient and wait until the soil
is warmer to plant Caladiums, Impatiens … etc … later
into April. We’ll have Periwinkles and the large flow-
ering Zinnias in May when the time is right – again be
patient. We specialize in Native Texas Perennials and
right now our selection is OUTSTANDING. Brice al-
ways grows beauties for us. Come on in and feast your
eyes. Of course you can plant trees, specimen hollies,
all shrubs, roses, vines, and groundcovers now. Tropi-
cals are beginning to come in now and the selection
will grow as the season permits. Michelle has beauti-
ful color bowls planted up and ready for you – come
on in and choose some to brighten your front porch
and patio. Her creations will inspire you!

Fertilize…with Gardenville 7-2-2 if you
did not do so in February or March. If you procrasti-
nated, it’s ok … it’s organic! Seriously consider avoid-
ing any weed & feed products. We do not recommend
them or trust them – they are dangerous for your
trees and shrubs. Foliar feed your plants as they be-
gin to grow with Maxicrop® Seaweed, Garrett Juice,
or John’s Recipe. Apply Colorscapes when planting
your annuals, perennials, and planting your color
bowls. Re-apply ever 4-6 weeks to keep your plants
green and blooming. It’s that easy. Don’t forget to use
your Superthrive™on anything newly planted or ne-
glected and stressed – it IS a miracle product! Control
fungal diseases on your roses with an application of
Horticultural Corn Meal … apply on the root zone
and lightly scratch it into the soil. There’s still time to
apply Dry Molasses for Fire Ants. They hate it and it
increases the microbial activity in the soil. Plus, be-
fore you know it you’ll have a large population of
earthworms, which is a really good thing!

Prune…to maintain form only.

.

We all know that quality landscaping weighs in heavily when it comes to real estate values. With new communities
springing up all around us, good landscaping information is in high demand and often not easy to find. Here at the nursery
we greet and help new residents on a daily basis. Our degreed horticulturists, design experts, Texas Nursery and Landscape
Professionals and passionate gardeners are all here to help make your surroundings not only attractive, but healthy and sus-
tainable with a reasonable amount of maintenance.

Our Open House will include a presentation covering bed preparation, perennial plants (including plants and
groundcovers for shade), irrigation conservation strategies, sound pesticide and fertilizer use, proper pruning schedules,
annual and perennial color for common areas, and North Texas shade and ornamental tree choices complimentary to home
and lot sizes. RSVP by calling (972)335-9095. Please include the name of your HOA
*We encourage you to email us with your particular areas of concern so that we can address these issues and make this

event productive for everyone attending. info@Shadesofgreeninc.com

Water…keep sprinklers off of their ‘automatic’
setting. Run manually if we have a dry period (a cou-
ple of weeks without rain) to supplement between the
spring rains. Check and hand-water newly planted
plants if needed, every couple of days for the first two
weeks to insure they get settled in. Be pro-active and
help that neighbor who overwaters with their sprin-
kler. Most would think it mighty neighborly of you to
learn how to save $ on their water bill … and eliminate
the mosquito swamps between the houses. This may
be a dry spring and summer, so take an active part in
monitoring your watering.

Pests…look out for Cankerworms in your trees.
These larva hang from your trees on thin almost
transparent threads and can strip trees of their new
foliage. Use Bacillus Thurengiensis (BT) as a bio-
logical control. Safe for people, pets, and wildlife.
Control Slugs (those slimy little critters) with Sluggo.
Be on the watch for Scale on plants – especially Crape
Myrtles. Use All Seasons Oil to control. We have an
organic fungicide called Serenade that can be used to
prevent a wide variety of fungal diseases. We also
have Ladybugs and Praying Mantis egg cases. Come
see us to learn how to use them in your gardens.

Other …
Get outside with your family … this is the best
time of year here in North Texas to enjoy your
outdoors.
Maintain 1-1½” mulch on your beds to con-
serve water.
If you grow more than enough veggies, share
them with your neighbors, or share with the
food pantry at Frisco Family Services.
Entries for the 2009 Dallas Water Utilities
Water-Wise Landscape Recognition Tour
must be submitted by April 10th, 2009. Visit
www.savedallas water.com for details!



Basil
Tomato Basil Salad: Slice fresh toma-
toes from the garden, yes you can!
Sprinkle chopped fresh basil, herbed
goat cheese and rice wine vinegar
over the top. My aunt made this deli-
cious salad one evening at a picnic at
my home. I had everything she
needed and didn’t even know it.

Spearmint
Throw a few sprigs into ice water or iced tea.

Also good… lemon verbena or lemon balm.

Cilantro
Fresh Salsa: Remove tomato skins by boiling.
Add to blender: tomatoes, cilantro, red onion,
jalapenos, lime juice, salt.
Guacamole : Smash and mix: Avocado, garlic,
red onion, jalapeno, salt, cilantro, lime juice.
Yum!

Chives
Sprinkle into scrambled eggs
with cheese!

Dill
Cucumber Dill Dip: 1 pkg.
softened cream cheese, 1
cup mayo, 1 tbsp. lemon
juice, 2 tsp. fresh dill, 2
medium cucumbers
(peeled, seeded, chopped),
2 tbsp. sliced green onions,
½ tsp. hot pepper sauce.

Tarragon
Chicken Salad: Chop and mix: 2 cups
Cooked chicken, ¼ cup dried cranberries, 1
celery stalk, 1 tsp. lemon juice, ¼ cup mayo,
1-2 tbsp. fresh tarragon, sliced almonds, salt
and pepper.

Various Herbs
Herb butter: chop your favorite
herbs and mix with softened butter.
Use on bread, for grilling veggies,

and for fish or chicken.

By Michelle Bradley
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SUMMER h e r b s
What to do with...

I always get very ambitious when planting my vegetable and herb gardens every season. I try to
remember what is out there at the end of the day. Those poor little guys are just begging to be used, but
often I just don’t have the time or inclination to enjoy some of the best parts of my garden. These are
some very simple ways to use fresh herbs that we ‘ooh’ and ‘ahh’ over every year. You’ll catch me here at
the herb table everyday making the most out of the aroma therapy that is free to me all day long…and you
will find a sprig of lavender in my hat!
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1. Calylophus sp. ‘Texas Primrose’
Native, Sun
8” tall x 24” wide

Consider this plant
short lived in our heavy
clay soil (3-4 years). If
you can plant in a raised
bed or add shale for
drainage, it will thrive
and possibly reseed. Use
it as an annual if need
be. The yellow flowers cover Texas Primrose all spring
long with some re-blooming in the summer and fall. Cut
back if needed in early spring. And keep it growing on the
dry side. We talked about Calylophus in 2004 and it’s still
a great plant. Plant it and forget it.

2. Gaura lindheimeri ‘White Fountain’
Native, Sun part shade
3-4’ both ways
Yes, there have been a lot of
Gauras introduced and we have
fallen for all of them. Overall, the
best of the best are ‘Pink Cloud’
which blooms all season long and
grows to 4’ tall. Gaura ‘White
Fountain’, would be considered
the sister plant of ‘Pink Cloud’. It
gets large (4’ both ways) but has
nicer greenfoliage and larger
white flowers. Cut back in early
spring. If aphids attack your

Gaura, cut back the non-flowering stems or blast them
with water. They never seem to bother the plant, but I
know it creeps some people out seeing insects on their
plants.

Hard to Find…Hard to Find…
Easy to Grow!Easy to Grow!

Each year at Shades of Green (well,
okay this is the seventh year we’ve done this)
we put together a list of ten plants that truly
do well here but are not promoted much
outside of the state of Texas, or out of Frisco
for that matter. These plants are either native
or adapted to our area. This year we have two
new plants, and some tried and true
perennials that you may have overlooked in
years past. In alphabetical order…

By Brice Creelman

3. Hemerocallis ‘Going Bananas’
Not Native, Sun part shade, 24” tall x 24”

Daylilies peak time for bloom
is around Memorial Day. For
two weeks, every daylily
blooms like crazy and then
they are gone for the year.
‘Stella d’Oro’ is still the only re
-booming daylily we have.
Maybe until now. Really when
you look at daylilies bloom
time, you count how many
buds are on a scape right be-

fore it blooms. Older varieties sometimes have 5-7 buds
per scape, but newer varieties sometimes have up to 15!
That means up to fifteen days (at least) of blooms. Much
better. When I saw ‘Going Bananas’ last year before she
bloomed, it did look like a bunch of bananas. She boasts
huge flower buds and when in bloom, unbelievable as cut
flowers. It may be time to get excited about daylilies
again. ‘Goin’ Bananas’ is an improvement over ‘Happy Re-
turns’ and traces patronage to ‘Stella d’Oro’. Remember
each year daylilies grow larger and bloom more. Imagine
four scapes in two years with fifteen buds…that’s sixty or
so blooms - 2 months of color! Could be one of the most
exciting things to happen here in gardening since Home
Depot Landscape Supply closed up. Definitely worth a try.

4. Nierembergia ‘Starry Eyes’
Not Native, Sun

18” x 18”
It was only last

year we talked about
‘Starry Eyes’, but a lot
of you blew it off, did
not pay attention and
missed one of the true
“next best things”. You
should know that it
may not look like much in a plastic pot but once it’s in the
ground, it really comes into its own. Blooms all season
long and stands up to the Texas heat (they’re from South
America) and it fits in well with our native plants. It’s very
rare that a new find does so well. Don’t let the small, deli-
cate foliage make you think it will perish overnight, really
gets better as the season goes on. Stop fighting it and just
plant it! I get the feeling you don’t trust us anymore. I feel
a guilt trip coming on. I’ll stop there…green side up,
please.

5. Rivina humilis ‘Pigeonberry’
Native, Shade only, 2’ tall x 3’ wide

Most of the plants we sell really need no extra care or
coddling (unless you want to). Plants like ‘Starry Eyes’ are
very easy to grow and take a minimum amount of care to
look good, hence why we say “green side up” – that means
it will grow and thrive no matter what you may do to it.

Continued on pg 5 …
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For those of you
who like to check their
plants daily and touch
them and talk to them
and bore them with
your garden wisdom,
then Pigeonberry may
be for you. This plant
can be difficult to estab-
lish, mostly because it
can be overwatered so easily. Follow these 10 steps to the
“T” for your best Pigeonberry yet.
1. Plant in shade only.
2. Does not like to compete with other plants or tree
roots.
3. Plant in spring so it has all season to grow its huge tap-
root.
4. Best if planted where there is no sprinkler system, as
with a lot of native shade perennials. Too much water and
love will do your Pigeonberry in.
5. Enjoy how there are little pink flowers along with red
berries all season long.
6. Don’t disturb him as he is growing, don’t cut off dead
leaves, don’t water it for weeks at a time, you can talk to
it, but don’t bore it. It hates that.
7. Looks great with Turk’s Cap and Sea Oats.
8. Don’t give up on it in the Spring. It’s a later emerging
plant but it IS perennial and will come back bigger and
better each year.
9.-10. Honestly it shouldn’t be this hard, I have planted it
and never touched it again and it’s as happy as a bird. Wa-
ter will be the biggest issue, so try to make this year the
year you don’t overwater.

6. Salvia farinacea ‘Henry Duelberg’
Native, Sun part shade, 3’
– 4’ tall
Yes, there are plenty of great
plants found in cemeteries
across Texas. Again, the key
seems to be a lack of irrigation
system. Something so helpful
sure does kill a lot of plants.
Any who, I haven’t liked H.
Duelberg for the last 2-3 years
it has been around. I thought it
got too big and open with
small blue flowers, but now I
like it because it is big and

open and has small blue flowers almost all year. Also, I
like the large Texas sized leaves. I can’t remember when it
wasn’t flowering. You will find that the plants you once
loved, you now hate, and plants you once hated now seem
Okay. Can’t explain it, don’t need to. Takes more shade
than you would think, takes more sun than you would
think. A top ten kind of plant.

… Continued from pg 4

7. Sedum ‘Lemon Coral’
Not Native, Sun part
sun, 10” – 12”

We mentioned this
briefly last year when
talking about Sedum
‘Angelina’. I gotta tell
you; this is truly a better
plant than ‘Angelina’. It
holds up much better in
the heat and is more
forgiving with the water. If your Sedum ‘Angelina’ is doing
great, don’t bother it. Lemon Coral works great in contain-
ers but also in the landscape. Use in sun or shade but re-
member it is a yellow plant and if you use too much of it, it
will look like Sweet Potato vine. Use sparingly but use it –
a little goes a long way. No insect or disease problems, cut
back any time. E-Z. Yellow side up, I believe…

8. Sedum ‘Mr. Good Bud’
Not Native, Sun, 15” – 20”

You think we just buy plants because of the name
don’t you? Well, that wouldn’t be very mature now would
it! Of course we like a plant to remind us of food or sex,
doesn’t really describe where ‘Mr. Good Bud’ fits in. We
think of this plant as an improvement of ‘Autumn Joy.’
Why? More competent, doesn’t flop over, darker purple-
pink flowers and purple stems, and nicer foliage. Award
winner at our own Dallas Arboretum. Again, it is going to
be best to plant this Sedum in April when it is green and
let it flower in your yard in the fall. Cut back in early
spring. Also great in containers – and far out flowers. But-
terflies love it! Oh, we have big dreams for ‘Mr. Good Bud’,
big dreams indeed. Feels like 1975 again, doesn’t it?

9. Vigueria stenoloba ‘Skeletonleaf Goldeneye’
Native, Sun/Part shade, 3’ – 4’ both ways

Now this is special.
Goldeneye is an excellent
plant for this area, the
problem is, it has been a
little difficult to propa-
gate. We never had any
luck with seed or cut-
tings, but a local supplier
of ours unlocked the key
and for right now it is available. This may be a one shot
deal so don’t hesitate to pick one up when you see it,
Think of Goldeneye more a larger shrub than a perennial.
It is summer and winter hardy, please keep it as dry as
possible in the winter. It covers with yellow daisy-like
flowers from May to October. Also, it can be cut back at
any time to keep it tidy and to keep the blooms coming.
Cut back hard in early spring, Very easy to grow, even you
can’t kill it. Butterflies are free, a premium plant. Hard to
find, easy to grow.

Continued on pg 6 …
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As a licensed wildlife control operator, I frequently receive
calls from gardeners who want to know what kind of bait to use in a
trap to catch an armadillo.

I explain to them that trapping and removing animals is an outdated,
obsolete way of dealing with wildlife problems. It’s waste of time and
effort because as soon as one animal is removed, another quickly
takes its place. As every gardener knows, nature hates a vacuum.

A much better way of dealing with wildlife problems is to remove the
food source that’s attracting the animal. In the case of an armadillo,
the food source primarily is grub worms.

Armadillos don’t dig randomly in your yard. They have an amazing
sense of smell, and they only dig where they smell food. So eliminat-
ing grub worms is the best way to eliminate the digging. And the best
way to eliminate grub worms is to apply beneficial nematodes to your
yard.

Beneficial nematodes are microscopic worms that devour grub worms
and the underground larva of many other insect species, including
fleas, fire ants and termites. So it’s a great idea to apply beneficial
nematodes to your yard even if you don’t have an armadillo problem.

And the best time to apply beneficial nematodes is now. To purchase
them and get application instructions, visit Shades of Green today
before the armadillo digs more holes in your yard!
Bonnie Bradshaw is the owner of 911 Wildlife. www.911wildlife.com

Who’s been digging in your yard?

By Bonnie Bradshaw

10. Echinacea ‘Crazy Pink’
Kinda Native, Sun
part shade, 8” – 15”
both ways
We have not had much
luck with any of the new
coneflower crosses that
have flooded the market
the last couple of years.
Usually the heat has
melted the plants and
washed out the flower
colors. We had the best

luck with Echinacea “Pink Double Delight’ but we know
we have to spend more time with them to be sure. ‘Crazy
Pink’ surprised us by blooming its little head off when we
got the small little starter plants. It would probably be
best in a mixed container planting. Please don’t purchase
this plant if you can’t take the heartache. I feel like it could
wear itself out blooming so heavy all year, but you never
know - it may do better than all others. Must have great
drainage, like all the other coneflowers. Butterflies are
free. Great cut flower. Starts blooming in May – June
unlike other coneflowers that bloom in the fall only.
P.S. I say kinda native because no one is sure what
coneflowers were crossed to get ‘Crazy Pink’.


