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Plant of the Month, Perhaps Plant of the Year! 
Chionanthos retusus 

Kī·ō·nan·thus   rē·tu'·sus 

Chinese Fringe Tree 

By Brice Creelman 

Our native Texas Fringe Tree, Chionanthus virginicus, 

grows best in east Texas.   I have 

heard rumors of gardeners that do 

a good organic soil prep having 

some luck around here with it.  

However, the Chinese Fringe Tree 

is adapted to our alkaline soil and 

is quite drought tolerant.  Very 

easy to care for, no special needs.  

It will grow to about 20’ high and 

30’ wide.  They can be a single 

trunk tree or multi-stemmed like a 

crape myrtle.  The beauty of this 

baby is in the late spring (April to 

early May) when white blooms 

break out and completely cover 

this tree like a snow storm.  It has 

tough, leathery leaves the rest of 

the season. 

The only place I can tell you I’ve seen it around here is at 

Stephen F Austin University.  Dr. 

Creech planted perhaps one   hun-

dred trees along Wilson Drive by 

the athletic fields. They make 

quite a sight, indeed.  Chinese 

Fringe Tree makes a great addi-

tion to your little arboretum.  I 

can almost guarantee that no one 

has ever planted one around here.  

And if you do know of one, let us 

know so we can take pictures.  

I’m not kiddin’ about this one 

being special!  But you don’t 

want to delay; we have less than 

20 available this year. Really, I’m 

not kiddin’!  This is a Shades Of 

Green exclusive.  I can’t wait to 

plant one myself! 

Good bye Winter—NEW SPRING HOURS:      
MON - SAT   8:00 A.M. TO 6:30 P.M. 
SUN   10:00 A.M. TO 6:00 P.M 
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A simple statement, and such simple and successful gardening advice.  So, let’s take a look at 

what it takes to select the right plant for the right place. 

 

First, you’ve got to analyze your site to know the place you have.  How much sun or 

shade does it get during each day?  Which direction does it face (North? South?) for 

exposure to cold or wind.  Check the soil.  Does it have good drainage? The more 

you know about the place the better you can match a plant to live there. 

 

Now, you’re ready to select that right plant.  Determine what your goal is for 

the plant to accomplish is.  Did you know plants have goals?  Do you want 

something blooming and low?  Do you need it to be tall and screen something 

out?  Does it need to be evergreen? Establish your criteria for this plant.  Re-

member, you may not find a plant that can accomplish it all but a wish list is a 

great place to start! 

 

For the greatest chance at success, start with plants native 

to your local area, or region that prefer the conditions of your site.  Next, try 

well-adapted  species from other regions that prefer the conditions of your 

space.  Finally, avoid forcing some poor plant to live where you want it to 

against its will.  If you insist, it’s likely you’ll be rewarded with a contribu-

tion to the compost pile :-(. 

 

We are botanical matchmakers here at Shades Of Green! We help match thousands of the right 

plants to the right place each year.  Need Help?  Analyze your place, bring in the information and 

we’ll help you find that right plant.  You could say that Shades Of Green is “The Right Place For 

The Right Plant!” 
 

 

“Right Plant, Right Place” 
By Rob Wier 

Upright rosemary 

Trailing rosemary 
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By Rob Wier 

Plant …  Cool season color still -- for the first part of the month (Petunias, Alyssum, Dian-
thus and Snapdragons).  We could still have a chance of a freeze through the end of this month 
so wait to plant summer color until then.  We know … it’s hard to wait … but best to let it warm 
up.  Herbs, Perennials, Shrubs, and Trees can all be planted now as well.  Check with us on 
veggies, either plants or seed – there’s just too many to list.  Dress up those color bowls with 
fresh spring color.  Pull out the dead and ragged, add something fresh and vibrant!  You’ll feel 
better and you deserve it!  Good early spring choices include alyssum, snapdragons, parsley, 
kale, and many others. We have a good selection in stock, come in and pick out your favorites 
today! 
 

Fertilize …  The whole yard if you did not do so last month Gardenville 7-2-2 Soil Food. 
Bloodmeal on those pansies keeps them happy and blooming.  Use Superthrive on newly 
planted plants for a good start and even on houseplants and your potted plants that go back 
outside to rejuvenate them. 
 

Prune …  Mid-month you can trim a lot of those perennials back to shape and control their 
size. Other groundcovers such as Asian Jasmine, Euyonomous coloratus, Vinca, and even Frog-
fruit responds well to a sheering and trimming back to let fresh new growth emerge. 
 

Water …  Only when absolutely necessary!  Such as when there has been no rain for two 
weeks.  How good we are getting about conserving water.  Keep it up!  If you notice someone 
who needs help with their watering practices, you can refer them to our website to get a copy of 
our helpful handout “Survive and Thrive Watering Woes”.  Better yet, print it out and hand it 
to them.  You’ll find it under “Plant Care”. 

Pests …  Watch for slugs on the ground, fire ant mounds, aphids on new growth, and can-
ker worms in your trees.  We can certainly help with control, once you have identified the pest.  
Briefly … Sluggo sprinkled under the plants controls slugs.  A strong blast of water can control 
Aphids, or use the spray Bon-Neem.  Control those nasty fire ants with a one-two punch by 
drenching individual mounds with the Nature’s Guide product Mound Drench then applying 
the bait Come And Get It.  Also applying Dry Molasses to your lawn and beds helps with con-
trol -- fire ants seem to hate it.  Caterpillars can be controlled with Bacillis Thurengensis mixed 
with water and sprayed on the foliage that the worms are eating.  As always identify the pests 
first … pick up the Texas Bug Book to help with their identification … most bugs are good! 
 

Other  … 
Consider converting your sprinkler system, around the foundation of your house and plant-

ing beds, to Drip Irrigation.  Most systems can easily be retrofitted by licensed irrigators.  
Sure, there are some upfront costs involved, but the savings in the long run are endless! 

 
The Rabbit repellent by Animal Stopper has been working for us, and for  
our customers. 
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Big Green Box Alert!!! 
By Rob Wier 

Many subdivisions have underground utilities and those big green boxes are an integral part 

of them.  Those big green boxes are Padmounted Transformers in utility-speak.  Many of us 

have tried to hide them with all sorts of ideas from plantings to fences.  Utility companies 

are inspecting closer to ensure our efforts to landscape around these boxes are not compro-

mising safety and performance.  

 

Padmounted Transformers step down high voltage power that  

goes to our residences from the high voltage underground lines.   

Underground lines are more reliable compared with overhead  

lines.  Anyone that lost power during our last snow storm will 

agree!  These transformers need maintenance and inspection  

from the utility company.  When the box is opened it exposes  

high voltage lines.  In the past, utility companies have been  

forgiving of our landscaping efforts to hide the transformers 

from view.   

 

These transformers have labels on them that tell us to keep plants and structures three feet 

away from the sides and ten feet away from the front (the side with the padlock).  These dis-

tances are required for safety.  When these transformers are open, high voltage parts and 

lines are exposed.  Vegetation hanging into the box could compromise the safety of the ser-

vice personnel and property.  Obstructions may be damaged or removed during servicing by 

utility companies to comply with safety regulations.  

 

I’ll be the first to admit we have helped customers in the past install plantings too close in 

an effort to camouflage the box.  If you have plant material within the minimum distances, 

consider trimming it back, revamping that part of your landscape or simply removing the 

offending plants.   

 

Thanks to Brian Flage of Co-Serv Electric Co-op for bringing this problem to our attention. 

If you’d like clarification you can email vegetation@coserv.com.     

20% Off 
 

With coupon, Expires March 31, 2010 Famous Flower Market 

at Nice, France 

FRENCH MARKET 
 

Fresh floral with notes of gardenia 

and tuberose, extremely unique! 

Just like you! 
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Upcoming Events—Mark Your Calendar 
 

Garden Hour—Saturday Morning Talks 
Starting Saturday March 20th from 9-10AM  

We will host talks on gardening topics for the spring 
 

March 20, 9-10AM 
Colorful Containers 

Tips for Selection, Planting & Care 
 

March 27, 9-10AM 
Color Bed Preparation & Planting Tips 

Frisco FFA Color Sale!   
Come Purchase Beautiful Spring Color & Help The Frisco FFA! 

 

April 10, 9-10AM 
Five Classic Perennials & Five New Ones To Try 

With Brice Creelman, Our Tree & Perennial Farm Manager 

So Long Winter,  

Hello Spring!        
 


