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Now Is The Time To Invest In Shade 
Annual Tree Sale Ends November 30!   

By Rob Wier 

Our annual Tree Sale will be ending November 30, 2010.  Now is the BEST time to plant a tree in North 

Texas!  Planting now will give the tree time to establish a good root system to prepare for next summer‘s dry 

scorching heat.  Just imagine yourself enjoying the shade of a good tree to sit under and watch the kids and the 

pets play in the yard.  Shade also will help moderate temperatures around your home and can help reduce AC 

needs and your electric bill.  We all need that!  Trees and landscaping are one of the best investments to im-

prove the value of your home, its walk-up appeal, and just the sheer enjoyment of it. 

 

Come in and we can help you choose the right tree for your garden.  We have a good selection of quality trees 

in all sizes.  And we offer expert planting services too.  This offer is good on all trees 10 gallons and up. The 

more you spend the more you can save!  

 

Up to $599  Save 15% 

$600 - $999  Save 20% 

$999 and up Save 25% 
 

And if you buy 3 or more trees, you‘ll automatically save an additional 5%!  Please note extra charges will be 

incurred for planting in rock, difficult access, existing tree removal, fence removal for larger trees, or planting 

outside a 20 mile radius of the Nursery.  Sale prices are for trees planted at one address.  A tree makes an ex-

cellent gift for that hard to buy for loved one and you‘ll escape the Christmas shopping madness at the mall! 



 

Jeff and I started Shades Of Green over 34 years ago using our own talents for everything from designing, installing 

(the labor), marketing and managing the finances.  Today, we still wear several hats but we are surrounded by tal-

ented people that help things run smoothly. 
 

So let me introduce you to some of the rest of our talented staff.  Jeff does most of our major design work with 

Randy, Charlie, Tammie and me helping out on smaller projects in the nursery.  Our goal is to recommend well 

adapted plants that put the right plant in the right place.  We prefer natural flowing designs compared to formal 

plantings.  Good designs mature a couple of years after establishment.  I‘m always impressed when I get to go out 

and see some of Jeff‘s designs after they have matured. He really does know what he is doing after 34 years!  
 

Frank, our landscape crew chief, and his crew (Jose, Francisco, Guadalupe, Jesus, and Oscar) transform the ideas 

and drawings into reality.  They demo (short for demolish and tear out) old plantings to make ready for new. Have 

you ever been at the top end  of a sod cutter or tiller?  They make it look  

2 

Timely Hints 
By Rob Wier 

Plant …  winter color!  Pansies, Violas, Snapdragons, Dianthus, ornamental kale and cabbage, and Cyclamen.  

Now is the best time to plant shrubs, perennials, and vines … as well as trees (take advantage of our Annual Tree 

Sale!).  Planting them now allows them to root-in and become established to prepare for next summer‘s heat.  Wait 

on planting bulbs until December. 
 

Fertilize …  pansies and other winter color with blood meal. Sprinkle over the top and water in every two 

weeks. Use ‗SUPERTHRIVE’ on newly planted trees once per month to get those roots established and growing. 
 

Prune …  Pick-prune as needed to keep things shapely.  You can trim back old flower stalks and unsightly foli-

age on perennials if you are a tidy type.  Personally, I leave it all until mid-February with the excuse that I‘m leav-

ing it for the birds and wildlife.  Besides … there aren‘t any football games in mid-February!  Wait on major tree 

pruning until trees are dormant – usually mid-December to mid-February. Call an arborist for major tree trimming! 
 

Pests …  Fire ants can mound up in cold, wet, weather.  Use ‗COME & GET IT!‘ (a great bait), or ‗Mound 

Drench‘ to knock them out.  If you‘ve ever had scale on your trees, you can spray an insecticidal oil or dormant oil 

late in the month to suffocate the critters and prevent their return.  Remember, with any pest, we need to visually 

identify it to make a proper recommendation for control.  It‘s often difficult to prescribe a method of control over 

the phone. 
 

Water …  Hand water newly planted plants instead of running the whole sprinkler system. This concentrates 

the water where it‘s needed most – and saves water! Once trees and plants have shed their foliage and gone dor-

mant, they require less water. Water your plants once per week if we go two or more weeks without rain. Use a 

moisture meter to help determine how dry your soil is before you water.  Run your sprinkler system manually.  We 

are forecast to have a ‗La Nina‖ winter which should be drier and warmer.   
 

Odd Jobs …  Remove the wires and stakes on trees that have been in the ground a year or longer. Keep your 

bird feeders filled with seed and fresh water in the bird baths. 
 

Misc …  Use branches, foliage, and berries from your yard to decorate. 

Thankful To Be Surrounded By Talent By Rob Wier 

continued on page 5, see Thanks... 
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Sweet cinnamon rolls straight from the oven! 
November’s  Fragrance Of the Month! 

Expires Nov 30, 2010   

 Thank You Coupon 

Any  purchase $20.00 or 
more! 

 

-or- 
 

Any purchase $40.00 or 
more! 

 
Expires Nov 30, 2010, Limit One Per Household 

 

 

Berry, Berry Interesting! 
By Jeff McCauley 

First of all, where do berries come from?  Berries are a fruit resulting from a pollinated 
flower. Many of these spring flowers are inconspicuous and not very noticeable especially on 
Holly varieties.  This time of the year they change in color from green to their final glorious 
color which draws interest.  For all of you with curious little ones and pets in the yard, no, the 
majority are NOT poisonous .  For the “Birders” in the bunch, berries will feed and attract a 
wide variety of birds.  During the holidays, berries seem to symbolize this time of year in ar-
rangements and wreaths.  There are several “berry” pretty evergreens that work well in our 
area: 

 

Hollies that will mature at about 30’ in height are:  Savannah Holly, East Palatka Holly and 
Nellie R Stevens Holly.  Savannah and East Palatka both have lime green leaf color, different 
texture leaves (see photos)  and can be grown full to the ground or pruned into tree form.  
Nellie R Stevens Holly has a large dark green leaf.  Usually found full to the ground and can be 
trimmed up too.  

East Palatka Holly & Berries Nellie R Stevens Holly & Berries 

Continued on page 4, see “Berry” 

Savannah Holly & Berries 
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Berry... continued from page 3 

Good choices for Hollies maturing 20’ in height include: Weeping Yaupon and 
Standard Yaupon.  Both have a small dark green leaf and are typically multi-
trunked and trimmed to resemble a small tree.   

 
Some good choices for a mature height of 15’ are: The ‘Red Hollies’ and Pos-
sum Haw Holly.  ‘Red Hollies’ are a recent introduction developed for their 

compact growth habit with dark green leaves.  One of the most 
popular hollies with berries in the area is our own native 
Possum Haw Holly.  It is deciduous, losing its leaves for 
the winter but attracts birds with its beautiful red ber-
ries which will stay until they are all eaten!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
And we have several choices for berry-bearing shrubs also!  
Pyracantha is evergreen, and has very abundant larger red berries.  An 
heirloom plant that you may have seen in your great-grandmother’s gar-
den.  It works well as an espalier on walls or fences.  It is very thorny 
though so take care when working with it.  American Beautyberry is a large 
deciduous bush that delivers a brilliant array of clustered bright purple ber-
ries in the fall.  It is native to East Texas and will mature about 8-10’.  Coral Berry is a 
small spreading bush that is deciduous and has clusters of pink/purple colored berries.  It 
matures at about 3’ and is native to Collin County.   

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
When considering plants for your landscape, remember to design for all seasons. Plant for spring 
flower colors, summer leaf color, autumn texture and berry producers in your landscape.  Come by 
the nursery and see our wide selection of ‘berry’ nice trees and shrubs to add interest and free bird 
food to your garden.  Our knowledgeable staff can help you decide which is best for you and will 
make you berry happy! 

Standard. Yaupon Holly 

Red Holly 
Possumhaw Holly 

Pyracantha in Espalier 

& in bloom below 

Coral Berry 

American Beauty  

Berry 
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easy, along with moving cubic yards of compost, soil, and tons of stone.  My back gets sore just thinking 

about it! When it comes time to planting, there is an art to that as well. Digging a hole and setting a plant 

or tree so it looks its best takes talent.  I‘ve learned to trust their talents on orienting a plant or tree.  Some-

times I think they ask my opinion simply to test me and see if I still have the knack ☺! 

 

Recently, I‘ve been working on my own backyard project.  Having some of our men help reminded me of 

how talented they are.  Gabriel and Ignacio (we call him Nacho) took a pallet of moss boulders and created 

a natural looking wall around some beds.  Knowing the natural look I was going for, they twisted, rolled, 

rotated, chipped and set over a ton of rock into two artistic walls.  I participated some, as my sore muscles 

will attest, but was pleased with the result and very glad they did the bulk of the work! 

 

In the nursery, we have some knowledgeable gardeners to assist you with plant selections or products.  We 

have Randy, Charlie, Tammie, Tony, Alex, Amy, Nancy, and Casey.  We use our gardening experience to 

help and guide our customers to satisfying choices.  None of us claim to know it all, so we‘ll collaborate 

with each other to give you sound suggestions and solutions.  On the other hand we will be honest and tell 

you if a plant choice doesn‘t sound right for what you are trying to accomplish. 

 

With over seven acres of plants and products it takes some talented people to unload trucks, water, care for 

and load them into your vehicles.  Fernando, Julian, and Julio keep an eye on all these plants along with 

loading all those bags of mulch for you.  It‘s a big responsibility to make sure all the plants stay happy till 

you adopt them and give them permanent homes. They care for them seven days a week from broiling hot 

August to covering them during an arctic blast.  We are a nursery so look at it this way…  What if every 

one of those twenty thousand plants was a baby crying when it wanted to be fed, was thirsty, or wanted a 

hug. See what I mean? 

 

Many of our trees come from our own farm, Brillo Verde.  Brice, Nacho, and Gabriel grow these trees 

from  just a tiny sapling (a twig about 2‘ tall) into the nice well shaped tree you purchase.  It takes skill and 

years of work to cultivate those saplings into a nice shade tree.  They also propagate and produce about 

40,000 perennials to be offered at the store.  Brice introduces us to new finds that expand our horizons.  He 

has been instrumental in our ability to provide expanded availability of what used to be limited seasonal 

perennials, all year long. Being able to grow some of the unique plants we offer at the farm helps you our 

customers.  Our goal is simple. Grow and bring in quality plants that are well adapted to our area.  Doing 

that isn‘t so simple and takes some talented people to grow those plants assuring good quality and avail-

ability. 

 

Every business needs someone to run the back office.  Lee Ann has spent over twenty years with us! How 

lucky we are to have her talents! Every organization needs an organizer.  She is like our own ―Organizer 

Bunny.‖  Every day she tackles countless tasks that get thrown her way.  And occasionally, she gets to do 

bookkeeping, her primary duty. She is very talented providing support in so many ways. 

 

Like many small businesses, we use the talents of family to help as well. Jeff‘s son, Cameron, and mine, 

Casey, have both put in time at the tree farm, at the nursery, and have planted many a tree.  Our daughters, 

Rebecca and Stephanie have helped out for events and in the office over the years.  As for our wives, it 

takes some talent to listen patiently to Jeff and I every evening jabber on about the day‘s happenings, as 

the vows go—for better or worse.  Yes siree, I‘m a thankful guy! P.S. Thanks Tammy for putting the 

newsletter together! 

 

Thanks… continued from page 2 



Remember To Visit Our Website For Promotions and Events! 
www.ShadesOfGreenInc.com 
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LIKE Shades Of Green On Facebook! 

Like Shades Of Green on Face-

book! Sign onto Facebook, search 

on “Shades Of Green” & select our 

Leaf Logo! Watch for updates on 

gardening tips, events and unan-

nounced  specials! 

 

 Now thru November 30, 2010 
 Container and B&B Trees!! 

Buy ANY ONE Tree, 10 gallon or larger             

SAVE $$$ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Save an additional  5% on purchase   

THREE OR MORE TREES!!! 
 

See sales associates for complete details Container Trees to be scheduled 

ASAP, B&B Trees to be scheduled beginning Oct 18th, 2010 

Note: Extra charges will be incurred for  planting in rock, difficult access, existing 

tree removal, fence removal for larger trees, or  planting outside a 20 mile radius of 

the Nursery.  Sale prices are for trees planted at one address. 
 

$0—$599            15% Discount 

$600—$999        20% Discount 

$1000—UP         25%Discount 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/ShadesOfGreenInc

