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By Rob Wier 

Ahhh…. Fall! Cool, crisp nights, nice mild days of blue skies and golden sun!  For Texas gardeners this 

is THE time to plant and re-connect with our gardens. 

 

After summer’s intense heat these comfortable days draw us outdoors again.  Of all the seasons, we have the 

best luck with plantings done now.  Over the 35+ years we’ve been in business we’ve noticed that plantings done 

in the fall have the least losses, fill out gracefully in the spring, and most importantly, succeed for our custom-

ers. 

An important aspect of gardening is to connect with nature.  Successful gardeners know that working with the 

natural processes is the key to garden happiness.  In North Texas fall is our very best gardening season, sum-

mer is our most difficult.  Plantings done now have the longest time and best conditions (rainfall and mild 

temps) to establish their root systems to be the most prepared to withstand next summer’s scorching heat and 

drier conditions. 

 

We promote planting native and well adapted plants for our area. We offer a wide variety of beautiful plants 

and can help you choose the ones that will work best for you and your garden.  If you are new to the area and 

planting in the fall seems odd, please come by and we’ll explain why it is the best strategy for North Texas and 

help you adapt as well!  Enjoy these beautiful days of Fall! 
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Plant …  October is the BEST for PLANTING!   

Color … plant Pansies, Ornamental Kale, Snap-

dragons, Alyssum, Dianthus, and Mums. 

Perennials … Plant most any of them!  They’ll get 

established this fall and winter to flourish next 

year.  Dig up, divide and re-plant spring flow-

ering perennials such as daylilies, Iris, Shasta 

daisies and Oxalis.  These all benefit from thin-

ning out clumps at least every 3 years.  Share 

any surplus clumps. 

Bulbs … Daffodils and Grape Hyacinths.  (Tulip 

Bulbs need to be chilled in the fridge and 

planted later in December.)   

Wildflower seed should be planted now if you 

have not done so yet. 

Shrubs and Trees … Save some money and be 

sure to check out our BIG TREE SALE! 

 

Prune …  Shrubs and perennials to groom and shape.  I 

like to leave my perennials shaggy to provide seed and 

fruit for wildlife.  This also helps to remember where 

they might be.  If you prefer to tidy up your beds, use 

plant markers to locate your perennials. 

 

Fertilize …  If you did not use Gardenville 7-2-2 in 

September, you can still apply it now.  Blood meal on 

pansies and other fall color will help them give their best 

blooms.  Apply every 6 weeks through winter. 
 

Pests …  Fall is a good time to apply Beneficial Nema-

todes to control grubs, fire ants, fleas, and ticks.  They 

help keep a natural balance between good and bad bugs 

in your soil. 
 

Water …  Hand water newly planted plants to get them 

established.  Turn your sprinklers off and conserve water 

after we’ve had a rain of 1/2” or more during a weekly 

period.  Use a rain gauge to monitor your rainfall.   
 

Lawns …  Watch for Brown Patch on St. Augustine 

lawns.  This fungus prefers cool temperatures (50°-60°) 

and moisture to develop.  Use Horticultural Cornmeal 

(not Corn Gluten Meal) to prevent Brown Patch, and 

help cure it. 
 

Other …  Check your houseplants before you bring 

them in for the winter for insect pests that might be 

hitching a ride! 

By Rob Wier 

By Tammy Wier 
As many of you have read in past issues of The Greenleaf , Rob and I moved from our country home with a 
fabulous view of a creek and large ranch north of the back porch into Frisco a little over a year ago.  We 
love our new house, everything works and the city conveniences are nice, but we do miss the sounds of the 
country and the view.  Our new backyard is small (65’x22’), very easy to maintain but BORING.  It is a 
narrow rectangle of concrete patio, grass, a 16” stone retaining wall, and a 6’ fence.  Right now it is not very 
attractive to people, or birds and butterflies.  Rob, wisely but much to my dismay, wanted to ‘live’ with it 
for a while to measure our sun exposure during all seasons, and get the general feel of the space.  I’m not so 
patient and wanted dirt to fly right away.  But the year has shown us aspects of our yard that we might 
have overlooked otherwise.  Rob has drawn a great plan that will bring out the best in this small urban 
space, give us an inviting place to relax 12 months of the year, and entertain family and friends. 
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Continued, page 4 
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One Coupon Per Household 
Expires October 31, 2009 

October’s Fragrance  
Of the Month! 

I love traveling and those that have ridden with me know that my eyes can wander away from the road to 

whatever is in the sky or on the sides!  I’ll admit it! Sometimes I’m more interested in the flora and fauna 

around the road than the centerline.  I’ve learned to identify a lot of roadside plants zipping by at 55+ mph.  

Not so sure if that is a good thing to say or not, but it’s the truth!  Here are a few ob-

servations made on a recent trip from Frisco to Abilene to Johnson City and back to 

Frisco. 

 

On the way to Abilene we stopped for fuel and I no-

ticed the first Monarch butterflies of the season drifting 

along in the breeze out of the north.  The rest of the 

day, I saw others gliding across the highway.  We’ll see more and more in the 

coming days as they migrate from the Northern states to their winter home in 

Mexico. 

 

I could not help but notice the grasses along the highways 

with their tall seed heads waving in the breeze.  At times I saw 

patches of wildflowers in bloom, Blackfoot Daisy, Liatris 

(Gayfeather), and Maximilian Sunflowers which had benefitted from the milder tempera-

tures and recent rains! 

 

Of course there are the trees!  Each is unique and interesting to catch my eye.  Some I’ve 

noticed before and smile as I acknowledge their presence passing by.  There are those giant 

old big oaks, gnarly with branches reaching out and descending to the ground. They have likely stood their 

ground since before my grandfather’s time.  We should all hope to be so majestic in our old age.  We stop for 

rest areas, and puppy pit stops every so often.  While at our regular puppy pit stop at a 

roadside park just outside of Meridian I noticed a nice grove of 

native Mexican Buckeye trees. 

 

I’ve seen miles and miles of Texas and enjoy it every season of 

the year.  Seeing many of our native plants and how they live 

naturally gives me inspiration for gardening here at home.  

There is a lot to be learned from driving the back roads of 

Texas and listening to George Strait!  Just keep your eye on the 

road from time to time and I promise to do so too! 

By Rob Wier 

Maximilian 

Sunflower 

Monarch Butterfly Migration  

Liatris 

Roadside  

Blackfoot Daisy 

Monarch 

On Liatris 

 

One Free Bag of Blood Meal 
(2.75 lb. bag) 

With your purchase of 
$20.00 (or more) 

Of Pansies or other Fall Annuals! 
(Must present coupon at time of purchase) 

Offer expires October 31, 2010 While supplies last 
Not Valid with Any Other Offer 
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Continued... 

One of the biggest challenges we faced is the North/South exposure of the house.  The front faces south, 

back to the north. While this is great for energy efficiency and minimizes that harsh west summer sun and 

heat on windows reducing AC needs, the sun shines directly down on the back yard during the summer 

months when the sun is in a more northern angle.  Winter’s more southern angle brings shade to the back-

yard from the adjacent houses.  Just the opposite of what would be ideal.  The patio is long but narrow and 

not inviting with the current sun exposure.  And while we love the convenience of living in the city, the 

ambient sound of mowers and traffic is not so great.  Here is Rob’s plan to address these issues.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our rectangular patio becomes a semi circle flagstone patio for our outdoor living area. A fire pit table sur-

rounded by an outdoor glider sofa and swivel chairs will be great for enjoying crisp evenings like we are 

having now. The fire pit will serve as an ice bowl keeping drinks cool in the summer.  A cantilever um-

brella that angles up and down with the sun will provide shade for the area when needed.  And a 10’x10’ 

living wall on the west side of the patio will provide a screen from the harsh summer afternoon sun, more 

shade, and attract butterflies and hummingbirds.  A large Chinese Pistache in the corner will complete the 

shade line from that hot west summer sun and a place for a few bird houses and feeders. The east end of the 

patio will be a nice place to enjoy morning coffee by the always interesting and beautiful Japanese Maple.  

Can’t wait for the installation of the in-ground spa surrounded by natural moss boulders and a dry creek 

bed disguising the drainage area, evergreen East Palatka Hollies, Windmill Palms (hardy but adds a touch 

of the tropics), Hostas, Holly Ferns, and Nandinas.  The adjacent flagstone patio will be a perfect place for 

a chaise lounge to enjoy spring sunshine and warmth and be a staging area for spa towels.  Soothing sounds 

of water bubbling will come from the spa and the gorgeous natural stone fountain directly out from our 

breakfast nook windows.  A yellow Bird Of Paradise tree, which always generates “ooohhhs and aaahhhs” 

with its summer blooms will add a splash of color next to the fountain. The space between the retaining 

wall and fence will be an herb garden.  Fresh basil, rosemary, oregano, and other herbs are so easy to grow 

and so good too. Interesting natural objects and yard art along other areas along the back fence will beau-

tify and soften the fence.  It’s all so exciting, thanks Honey!  We’ll share construction updates and progress 

pictures as they happen.     

 

 

Living Wall 10X10 
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(972) 890-9820
FAX  (972) 377-2022 

 

info@shadesofgreeninc.com 
www.shadesofgreeninc.com 

LIKE Shades Of Green On Facebook! 

Like Shades Of Green on Face-

book! Sign onto Facebook, search 

on “Shades Of Green” & select our 

Leaf Logo! Watch for updates on 

events and unannounced  specials! 

 

Just arrived from the farm! Hard to find, EZ to grow! Teucrium aroanium, gray 

creeping germander. Originally 

from the Mediterranean, it forms a 

low mound 3" tall to 18" wide of 

thin silver leaves. Plant now and 

you’ll have honey scented lavender 

pink flowers in the late spring. Does 

well planted with Blackfoot Daisy 

or Lavender in well drained, drier 

area. Full sun, lotsa fun! 

By Brice Creelman 

Teucrium aroanium  

Gray Creeping Germander 

 

 

Herbs: Garden To Pantry  

by Beth DiGioia—North Texas Herb Society  

October 16, 2010, 10:30AM 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/ShadesOfGreenInc

