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(972) 890-9820
FAX  (972) 377-2022 

info@shadesofgreeninc.com 
www.shadesofgreeninc.com 

Like Shades Of Green On Facebook! 

SPRING / SUMMER HOURS:      
MON - SAT   8:00 A.M. TO 5:30 P.M. 

SUN   10:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M 

The GREENLEAF 

We were talking about this plant earlier this year, think-
ing it would be ready sooner.  Variegated plants usually 
grow slower than green plants, but this one took longer 
than expected (9 months!). 
 
Any hoo, it is a cool introduction of our native Sea Oats 
that has striking green and white variegated foliage.  
“River Mist” demands shade just like green Sea Oats.  It 
seems to grow a little shorter also.  Expect it to reach 2’ 
to 3’ tall.  Late spring and early fall bring the dangling 
oats for winter interest. However, you might consider 
cutting them off because the seedlings will come up 
green, not variegated.  Very nice stand plants at the Dal-
las Arboretum in the shade trial beds.  Also would look 
nice in a container in the shade with some white cala-
diums or impatiens! 

Plant Of The Month 
By Brice Creelman 

Chasmanthium latifolia 
“River Mist” 

Variegated Sea Oats 

Closed On July 4 To  

Celebrate Our Nation’s Birthday! 
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Summer Ramblings  
By Rob 

July! It is hot and humid as heck!  Where is the shade, the pool or the AC?  Most of us are 

not as motivated to garden in summer‟s heat, however, cooler mornings and evenings pro-

vide us with an opportunity.  So, here are some suggestions on how to enjoy gardening in 

North Texas during July. 

 

  Relax on your porch or patio in the morning or evening.  Spend some time while it is 

cooler outside enjoying your yard. As you sit there you might see a hummingbird, but-

terflies, or other wildlife that enjoys those perennials you have planted.  If not add some 

and get them coming around! 

 

 Usually when I sit on the porch I notice things to tend to.  So, sure I relax a bit then 

there I go trimming on plants, watering color bowls, or wondering what is eating holes 

in my basil. 

 

 Taking a trip around the yard is a great way to monitor the progress of your plantings 

and notice problem areas.  It‟s easy to set the sprinkler on auto and sit inside with the 

AC and think our yard is on “auto-pilot” and fine. Then weeks later we have a dried 

flower bed, a Crape Myrtle full of scale, or some other issue and before you know you 

have a full fledged Garden Crisis on your hands.  So just remember to use your outside 

living areas, and visit your plantings to take care of them during summer‟s heat. 

 

Here are some suggestions on what to look for when checking on your yard: 

 

 Check your watering.  We sell an inexpensive but very useful “Moisture Meter” to 

probe the soil in the beds, the lawn, around trees, and in pots that helps identify dry 

spots or spots that stay too wet.  We can show you how to use this $10 tool to save big 

$$$ on wilted or drowned plants and your water bill ☺ 

. 

 Monitor and check your irrigation system.  Sprinkler heads come off and get turned 

Continued on pg 4 

LimeLight 
July Fragrance  Of the Month!  Goes well with Mojitos! Please  

Present Coupon With Purchase    Expires July 31, 2010 



-3- 

TIMELY HINTSTIMELY HINTS  PLANT … 
*Add COLOR to your planting beds if they are weak or boring.  Yes it is hot, so add some of those bright 

and bold colors – hot pinks, yellows, and reds.  Periwinkle, Purslane, and Lantana love this heat.  Don‟t 

leave out the Tropicals – Crotons, Mandevilla, Duranta, and Hibiscus!  If you had just one or two plants 

in a container that didn‟t make it, replace just those plants with something fresh and blooming. 

*Now is the best time to choose Crape Myrtles for their color.  Be sure to check the mature size for the one 

you choose and be sure to give it the right space.  Remember you can prevent „Crape Murder‟ by select-

ing the correct ultimate mature size. 

*Container trees can be planted as long as you are prepared to water and tend to your new tree properly.  

Wait until fall to return for planting B&B (balled and burlapped) trees. 

 

PRUNE … As needed to shape errant growth.  Consider abandoning that hedging syndrome and let your 

plants grow out naturally.  Personally, those little meatballs and cubes went out with my bell bottoms.  

Spent blooms and flower stalks can be removed from perennials. 

 

FERTILIZE … with Gardenville 7-2-2 for everything if you didn‟t back in June.  Use Colorscapes or  

Osmocote on color plantings and pots.  Most tropicals bloom on new growth so fertilize well to keep them 

growing and blooming.  For those with Palms, we have a good Palm Food to help them. 

 

WATER … Be „Water Wise‟.  Just because we have ample supplies now, don‟t squander it.  Be a good 

neighbor and help those that are new to the area by showing them how to be „water wise‟.  Water when 

plants need it.  Check your plantings regularly throughout the summer.  Hand-water individual plants as 

needed between running the whole sprinkler system.  Just because some cities allow you to water twice a 

week doesn‟t mean you need to.  Use your water wisdom and tools (rain gauge and moisture meter) to de-

termine when and how often your yard needs water.  Use automatic mode for vacations (but be sure to 

have a rain gauge).  Potted plants need almost daily hand watering.  Put them in shaded areas where the 

sprinkler can reach them while on vacation or get someone to tend to them while you are away.  I‟ll admit 

I‟ve come home to many a crispy container on the back porch. 

 

PESTS …  

*Tackle fire ants with a three-pronged attack: 

1) Molasses drives them out of your yard and improves your soil‟s health. 

2) „Come and Get It‟ is bait which can be used on mounds or over your entire yard. 

3) Mound Drench those stubborn ant mounds to get back at ‟em quickly. 

*Watch for Scale on Crape Myrtles, Hollies, and Magnolias.  Spray with „All Season‟s Oil‟ and smother 

the little plant suckers. 

*For the fungus among us we carry „Serenade‟ which is a new organic fungicide that controls a broad 

spectrum of fungal problems. 

*As always, bring us samples – it‟s hard to make accurate recommendations over the phone. 

 

OTHER BITS AND PIECES…  

*Check our website under the „Plant Care‟ link for summer gardening tips. 

*Check newly planted trees regularly (at least twice weekly) for water.  Adjust guy wires if needed, mulch 

and use Superthrive™ if needed for stress. 

*Be on the lookout for hummingbirds.  They can be shy, so early morning and late evening is the best 

times to spot them. 

*Fresh spearmint makes the best „mojito‟ or ice tea, mmm refreshing! 
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“Summer Ramblings By Rob Continued . . .  

 around. And most of us water at night, so we assume the yard is covered.  So monthly run and check coverage.  

By the way, watering at night is ok in July and August.  You won‟t encourage fungal problems at this time be-

cause our night time temperatures are usually 80 and above. 
 

 Mulch bed areas at least 2-3” deep.  Mulch helps retain moisture, moderates soil temperatures, prevents weeds 

(but does not stop grass from encroaching), and prevents soil from crusting over.  We carry a variety of the natu-

ral mulches. Sorry no colored mulches, we are not fond of those. 
 

 Check for pests.  Visually look over your plants and if something looks out of the ordinary, look into it a bit.  

Bring us your baggies of concerns and a picture and we‟ll try to help figure it out.  We‟ve said it before; it‟s hard 

to identify problems over the phone.  Remember, catching a problem early takes less time and effort to correct. 
 

 Harvest and use your veggies and herbs often.  My philosophy is use „em today cause they might not be there 

tomorrow! Fresh tomatos, basil, thyme, and rosemary are a few of my favorite things!  So fire up the grill and 

add a little spice to your life.  Maybe make “mojitos” with fresh mint, …ahhh, refreshing! 
 

 Do your color pots look a little worn out?  That can really be fixed easily!  Bring us a picture and let us know 

what amount of sun exposure it gets and we can suggest plants to spruce up your pots.  You‟ll be surprised how 

some fresh color can improve your mood out on the patio!  Enlist help and ask your neighbor to water your pots 

while you are gone on vacation, and by all means offer to return the favor.  Thanks Stacy for tending ours while 

we were out!  (Another pleasant advantage to living in town).  A good alternative choice for summer color pots 

are sudum/succulent gardens.  They hold up well in the heat, need minimal watering, and will look good when 

you come back from vacation!  See articles in the October 2008 and April 2009 newsletters about Sedum & Suc-

culent Gardens. 
 

 Summer is Crape Myrtle season!  They are blooming everywhere, so now is a great time to add some and know 

the true color you are getting.  We have a great selection in stock right now.  The “Dynamite” and “Red Rocket” 

are such a nice red. “Pink Velour” is one of my favorites due to its unusual darker foliage.  And don‟t forget the 

dwarfs such as “Pokomoke” and “Cherry Dazzle”.  As an added suggestion, check your Crape Myrtles weekly 

for scale and mealy bugs.  We carry “All Seasons Oil” as great control of these pests, so visit us for further infor-

mation and help! 
 

 Don‟t let the skeeters run you off the back porch.  We carry the sandalwood “Mosquito Sticks”  that you can 

burn like incense sticks around the patio.  The sandalwood scent masks you from the mosquitos quite well.  If 

you‟ve used them in the past you know how well they work.  We also have “Mosquito Bits” to sprinkle in wet 

areas in beds or that bog area between you and your neighbors lots to prevent mosquito breeding areas. 

 

Summers can be hot here in North Texas but we can still enjoy our yards.  Thanks for bearing with my ramblings and 

hopefully you got some useful information out of it ☺. 

 8-10 Fresh Mint Leaves, rinsed 

 Few Sprigs of Mint and Lime wedges 

 2 tsp sugar, prefer turbinado sugar 

 3 oz fresh squeezed lime juice 

 1 oz dark rum 

 1 oz club soda 

 6-8” sugar cane stick 

 

Put sugar & mint leaves in a highball 

glass 

Muddle mint & sugar with a wooden 

pestel 

Fill glass with ice cubes 

Add lime juice, rum, club soda 

Stir w/ sugar cane stick 

Garnish with small sprig of mint, lime 

Rob’s Mojito Recipe 

Caution: After the third Mojito eliminate the Rum less you fall off into the pool! Enjoy Responsibly! 
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Summer Ramblings By Jeff! 

You know it‟s amazing that so many of the peren-

nials varieties that we sell at Shades of Green I 

have growing wild at my home in Celina.  There 

are thickets of Coral Berry thriving under the 

large trees in the creek bottom.  White Gaura 

grows in the pasture and at one time of time year 

it looks like a sea of white blooms.  In the non-

mowed areas it will get 6-8‟ tall with a 2” base by 

the end of the summer.  The Gaura we sell in the 

nursery are improved cultivars that don‟t get quite 

so massive.  It‟s puzzling that they grow wild in the pasture but when I 

tried to plant them in my beds it took me 3 tries before they made it.  I 

guess they don‟t like cultivation!  

Prairie Lavender Verbena blooms in 

the pasture and along side of my rock road and is still 

blooming when the temperature is in the 100s.  Baptisia 

(False Indigo) grows in large drifts and could be mistaken 

for giant bluebonnets in the late spring.  Brice collected 

seed from these plants and they are now being sold in the 

nursery.  Golden Groundsel is a new introduction for us 

this year, it is evergreen, has yellow blooms, and loves the 

shade. We thought it would sell better than it has, maybe 

you just haven‟t discovered it yet!  Yucca seems do well in the pastures as well with long 

lasting, tall white, spike blooms. I was driving down the back roads north of Gainesville a 

couple of weeks back and saw a lot of standing cypress in full bloom of bright red flowers. 

When you focus on nature a person can really spot many of the plants that we sell at Shades 

Of Green.  In my next article, I‟m thinking about writing about the symphony of music I 

heard at night in my back yard, the insect and animal symphony that is! 

Coral Berry 

Baptisia 

Most Popular By Demand At Shades Of Green 
Which plant do you think is the most popular that we offer?  Well, believe it or not it is Lemon Coral 

Sedum.  Somehow we all have an affinity for this lemon lime colored plant. 

 

It‟s so amazing that it does so well all on its own without much pampering.  It thrives in sun to shade, 

mostly dry to slightly moist, clay soil to rich potting soil.  Heck, I think I‟ve seen it even growing upside 

down!  This is one very easy to please plant!  It is a favorite „spiller‟ for container gardens, and an awe-

some sprawling border along rock borders. 

 

Send us a picture via email to info@shadesofgreeninc.com of your Lemon Coral Sedum. We are inter-

ested in where and how you used it.  We‟ll share it all in the August issue of The GreenLeaf.  We will see 

whose Lemon Coral Sedum picture is most popular with online voting. The winner will receive a $100 

Shades Of Green gift certificate!  So don‟t delay, get those pictures in quickly.  Deadline for entry is 

July 31, 2010.  Winner will be announced in the September issue of The GreenLeaf.  Good Luck! 

mailto:info@shadesofgreeninc.com
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SPRING / SUMMER HOURS:      
MON - SAT   8:00 A.M. TO 5:30 P.M. 
SUN   10:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M 

7401 Coit Road 
Frisco, TX 75035 

 

(972) 890-9820
FAX  (972) 377-2022 

 

info@shadesofgreeninc.com 
www.shadesofgreeninc.com 

Be a Shades Of Green Facebook Fan! 

Like Shades Of Green on Face-

book! Sign onto Facebook, 

search on “Shades Of Green” 

& select our Leaf Logo! Watch 

for updates on events and un-

announced  specials! 

 

July 2010 Coupon  
 

Valid Until July 31, 2010                            Not Valid With Any Other Offer   

Please Clip & Present Coupon With Purchase 


