
June 2 0 1 0 

The GREENLEAF 
N E W S L E T T E R 

(972) 890-9820
FAX  (972) 377-2022 

info@shadesofgreeninc.com 
www.shadesofgreeninc.com 

Be a Shades Of Green Facebook Fan! 

SPRING / SUMMER HOURS:      
MON - SAT   8:00 A.M. TO 5:30 P.M. 

SUN   10:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M 

One Year Later 
By Rob Wier Once again I‟m sitting on the back porch in my favorite  

writing chair.  It‟s a nice spring morning as I look out on our sprawling back-

yard of 20x70 feet!  Our family is adapting just fine to life in town a year later.  

I must admit that I‟ve enjoyed most not mowing my lawn!  How decadent!  

Some of my friends think it‟s almost criminal as they spend a half day each 

weekend riding a mower.  Fact is my annual bill for services rendered was less 

than a nice new push mower.  I can accept this life change happily!  Besides I still get to spend a few hours on the 

mower down at the river house in Johnson City.  There we have 15 acres but really only mow about ¾ of an acre.  

Good to keep those mowing skills current, you know! 

 

The puppies and I have a park with a nice walking trail along a creek to explore regularly.  I‟ve grown quite fond of 

this natural reprieve, coming from our country home. The creek, the trees, lots of wildlife right here in town and close 

to home.  Over the seasons, I‟ve discovered some great trees along the trail.  There is Rusty Blackhaw Viburnum, 

Carolina Buckthorn, Redbud and Possum Haw to name a few.  Nature let them find the right place to just grow on 

their own. 

 

Jojo, our barn cat, has adapted nicely to his new home at the tree farm. He did NOT like moving one bit at first; 

screaming at us the entire 45 minute drive out there! But now he is content with his new barn and home.  Plus, he is 

doing a stellar job of rodent control for us!  Might have to make him farm employee of the month! 

 

Landscape wise I‟ve done very little, much to Tammy‟s dismay.  We‟ve added color bowls in the front and the back, 

and a herb port for fresh basil, thyme, cilantro, parsley, and rosemary.   And a mint pot for a …Continued on page 2 
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good supply for mixing up mojitos, ahhh! 

 

I‟ve added some Blackfoot Daisy, Mealy Blue Sage, 

Stella D‟Oro daylilies and Cutleaf Daisy to the front 

beds.  Just gotta have a few blooming perennials to add 

some color!  All the perennials made it through our cold 

winter and came up this spring with gusto!  A few 

patches of periwinkle round out the color in the front.  

We had beautiful yellow and purple violas this last fall 

and winter.  The rabbits left them alone.  My theory is 

Bingo, the male dog, marked his territory just enough that 

the rabbits had dinner elsewhere! 

 

Being in town a whole year has given me an opportunity 

to watch the sun exposure over the seasons.  I‟m sur-

prised how much sun our north-facing backyard gets in the summer and how much shade during the 

winter.   So, I‟ll share some of our plans. 

 

The backyard needs some relief from the summer 

evening sun on our back porch and grill.  A living 

wall of “Blue Crown” Passion Vine on a trellis will 

provide shade and some privacy on the west side 

(see left side picture for an example of a living 

wall). 

 

We will expand our patio with flagstone to allow 

more entertaining area and to accommodate a port-

able fire pit.  We‟ll add a disappearing fountain for the soothing 

sound of water bubbling and gurgling 

to help mask some of the „city sounds‟. 

A dry creek bed with an assortment of perennials will add color and 

interest.   A few new trees will buffer and mask out the second story 

views of the surrounding homes.  We‟re not worried about total pri-

vacy, just some height to break up the view.  We‟ll use some East Pa-

latka Holly, Eve‟s Necklace, Mexican Buckeye and even a Japanese 

Maple outside the Master Bedroom window. 

 

We plan on waiting until the fall to start on the front yard. The back is 

our priority so we can enjoy it more. But stay tuned, a progress report 

is forthcoming!  We‟ll keep you updated on our projects as they occur. 

Continued from page 1 “One Year Later” 
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Prune …  As necessary to shape.  Try to let plants 

grow naturally and “pick prune” rather than “hedge”. 

(Remember what we taught you in pruning class!) 
 

Fertilize …  Time for the second application of 

Gardenville 7-2-2. We had numerous testimonials from 

customers that the Gardenville helped their turf survive 

the water restrictions well.  Use Colorscapes on bloom-

ing plants – annuals, perennials, and especially planted 

color bowls and tropicals to keep them happy and 

blooming all summer. 

 

Water …   As Needed.  We have helpful handouts 

in the nursery and online at our website under the “Plant 

Care” link.  Hand-water newly planted plants daily for 

the first two weeks to make sure they get established.  

Even drought tolerant plants need this extra care in the 

beginning until they get settled in.  Remember to use 

your Treegator® bag as an efficient watering tool on 

large trees and shrubs.  Consider converting your plant-

ing beds to drip irrigation.  Water efficient properties are 

going to become the “norm” just as energy efficient 

homes have become.  You‟ll recoup your investment in 

drip irrigation along with having a nice looking        

landscape. 

Pests …  Check shrubbery and Crape Myrtles for 

scale.  We carry Horticultural Oil, which is a very good 

control product.  Use BT (bacillus thurengensis) to con-

trol webworms and/or bagworms.  It‟s an organic con-

trol so it is safe around people, pets, and wildlife.  Just 

don‟t apply it to host plants of those butterflies you‟ve 

been admiring. 
 

Other… 
Mulch – to conserve moisture and regulate soil    

temperatures. 

Mosquitos – we carry a granular product called 

“YardSafe” by Cedarcide, which can be spread 

to reduce mosquitoes. Use „Mosquito Dunks‟ in 

fountains and ponds to kill them when they are 

in their larvae stage. Mosquito sticks, on order 

and arriving in Mid June, will ward them off 

while outdoors.  

Plant …  Heat loving color!   

Sun lovers include Zinnias, Lantana, Periwinkle 

(Vinca), and Mexican Heather. 

For the shade you can plant Caladiums (bunch them 

together for the best show), Impatiens, Coleus, 

and Torenia. 

For tropical patio color, plant Mandevillia, Alla-

manda, Hibiscus, Euryops Daisy, and Duranta … 

these will spice up your outdoor living area. 

Plant Perennials!  You know we‟ll have the “RIGHT” 

ones for you that provide color and are                

well-adapted. 

Container Trees and large shrubs can be planted.      

Invest in a Treegator® bag for the best results for 

keeping your trees and shrubs irrigated. 

We recommend postponing planting large B&B 

(balled and burlapped) trees until our fall Tree 

Sale due to summer‟s heat. 

Veggies… 
Fertilize with Gardenville 7-2-2 soil food for healthy 

growth. 

Mulch all of your veggies with compost to prevent 

soil particles getting on foliage and causing     

disease problems. 

Sprinkle Horticultural Corn Meal over the mulch to 

hinder soil borne diseases. 

Check daily and harvest in the cooler hours of the 

AM and PM. Remember how quick that squash 

can grow overnight. If you have excess, donate to 

local food banks. 

Don‟t lose faith in your efforts if this is your first 

year with a veggie garden. It takes a couple of 

years to get your soil right and to get the hang of 
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As always, we could complain 

about the weather this year, 

but honestly looking back, it 

was excellent for your landscapes.  Spring was a little late and a little cool, but overall it’s a great re-

minder of why we love Texas in the spring!  If you are still in planting mood (and of course you are!) 

here are a couple of perennials for you to consider. 

 

Phlox pilosa:  This fragrant phlox is a native that seems to thrive 

in dry shade.  Blooms for 4-6 weeks starting in April and spreads 

nicely through a shade bed.  Pink flowers about 12-24” tall, fra-

grant with a nice airy look.  Don’t expect it to stay in one spot, 

put it out where it can 

spread into areas when 

nothing else will grow. 

 

On the other hand, if you 

have a wet spot in the shade, try Lobelia cardinalis.  Red Cardinal 

Flower is an under used native for shade, and will need a little 

more moisture to do well.  It has tall flowers, 24” to 30” in mid-

summer.  Loved by butterflies and blooms are red, which will 

make quite a statement in your yard.  I must admit I’ve never 

seen a real nice stand of lobelia here in Texas.  In Pleasant Valley, NY, It grows like a weed and I can 

remember using a string-weeder to keep it in bounds!  Send pictures of your stand of Texas lobelia so 

we can learn how to site it. 

 

At the end of May there were still two varieties of Amsonia on 

the benches.  Heads up… Perennial plant of the year 2011…. 

This year it’s Baptisia.  Plant any you can find, all are premium 

perennials.  It does have a 

short bloom time, but is a 

very interesting plant the 

rest of the year.   (Amsonia 

and Baptisia.) 

 

After being out of stock of 

Salvia “Teresa” for over a year, she will return in June. The only 

plant we have is planted in our parking lot.  As a stock plant it 

did its job.  As propagators, we didn’t do so good.  Hopefully we 

will have it available year round again J 

 

After e-mailing Tony Arent at Plant Delights Nursery in Raliegh, 

North Carolina, I learned that Salvia “Wendy’s Wish” was not hardy last winter for him.  We have 

about the same conditions here.  Give it some extra mulch and don’t cut it back until early spring, but 

more than likely we may have to call it an annual.  Pretty plant though, maybe worth a replant each 

year.  Certainly better than a begonia, no? 

Notes From The Farm,  
Brillo Verde 

By  

      Brice  

             Creelman 

Lobelia cardinalis 

Baptisia 

Phlox pilosa 

Amsonia montana 
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Taking A Stroll By Jeff McCauley 

 

You know it is amazing how many plants that we sell in the nursery I see 

growing native on my property 15 miles north of Frisco.  Let‟s start with 

small to medium sized trees.  Mexican Plum, a medium sized tree with 

white blooms in the spring, a very fragrant understory tree.  Rusty Black 

Haw Viburnum, a white blooming tree with waxy green leaves.  Washing-

tonian Hawthorne has interesting exfoliating bark with thorns.  Eastern 

Redbud sports pink blooms in the 

spring.  It is a medium sized under-

story tree.  Eve‟s necklace, medium 

sized understory tree, with lavender 

blooms that turn into a seed pod resembling a string of beads. Very 

showy! Flame Leaf Sumac has fiery colored spikes.  Rough leaf dogwood 

has white spring blossoms, stays small sized will grow in sun or shade.  

Possum Haw Holly is a small tree with bright red berries in fall and winter 

months.  All these are deciduous trees.  The only evergreen on my place is 

Eastern Red Cedar. 

 

I‟ve also got some full size canopy trees, all are deciduous.  Red Oak 

grows into a large tree with red fall color.  Cedar elm, another large tree, 

has yellow fall color. Bois d‟Arc, the Horse apple tree with thorns, turns 

yellow in the fall also.  Chinquapin Oak beautiful shiny leafed oak get 

large. The Burr Oak has huge acorns with massive growth.  Texas Ash, 

varying fall colors gets large.  Soap-

berry looks a lot like a Chinese Pis-

tache and has yellow orange fall color 

and of course there is a Willow by the 

pond. 

 

That‟s a lot of variety for one small 15 

acre area.  I guess the reason for this is all these plants are growing in their 

native and natural settings with no care.  So just imagine how well they 

would do with a little care planted in your landscape.  Gotta go, its busy 

around Shades Of Green these days and has been for the last several 

months.  Next month I might get a chance to write about all the native shrubs and perennials.  Oh boy, I saw 

my first hummingbird of the season on my cedar sage this morning! 

Burr Oak 

Has Giant  

Acorns  Chinquapin Oak 

Roughleaf Dogwood 

Eastern Redbud 

We have grown and sold this Pipevine over the years. Actually, we are out of it 
currently, so Brice checked our stock plants for seeds out front.  Here is what he 
found and apparently the Pipevine Swallowtails had found also!  The plants were 

covered with their babies, these caterpillars. We 
hope to have more Pipevine available for you this 
fall. But unfortunately, as we publish this newsletter, 
the caterpillars have eaten most of the seed pods as 
well.  So if you have this plant please, please bring us some seed.  We will be glad 
to trade you for a plant or plants depending on how much seed you’ve got.  Just 
another example of the amazing natural world around us!    

Nature All Around Us         by Rob Wier 



Shrub for sun and hummingbirds:  

Flame Acanthus  

(Anisacanthus quadrifidus var. wrightii) 
Description: Flame Acanthus 

(Anisacanthus quadrifidus var. wrightii) 

is a heat-loving, drought tolerant small 

shrub that is native to Texas.  It grows 3 

to 5 feet tall and 3 to 4 feet wide.  It has 

light to medium green, 2” long, 3/4'” 

wide, lance-shaped leaves and bark that 

peels and flakes as the plant grows.  It is 

deciduous and late to leaf out in the 

spring.  

 

Flowers and Fruit: Starting in June and 

continuing through the summer, Flame 

Acanthus is covered with long, slender, 

tubular, orange to red flowers that are 

1.5 inches long in a terminal spike. 

Hummingbirds and butterflies are drawn 

to the flowers. Although it is very 

drought tolerant, supplemental watering of Flame Acanthus in the dry summer months will encour-

age re-blooming. 

 

Planting sites: Flame Acanthus should be planted in full sun to mostly sun in many types of soils.  It 

should have good drainage; avoid planting it in areas where it may experience “wet feet” or it may 

rot. 

 

Watering Instructions: Like most Texas natives, Flame Acanthus will need supplemental water 

during the first growing season; after it is established, it will thrive with existing rainfall. 

 

Comments: Flame Acanthus is a hummingbird magnet.  It can be used in perennial borders or as a 

specimen plant.  It may be also used as a perennial hedge. Flame Acanthus benefits from periodic 

pruning and may even be sheared to the ground in the early spring; however its branches provide 

protection for wintering birds, so it should not be pruned until new growth is apparent.  Its peeling 

bark provides winter interest.  

 

The NICE! Summer 2010 Plant of the Season is sponsored by the Trinity Forks Chapter, Native 

Plant Society of Texas.  Shades Of Green is happy to provide information about this wonderful na-

tive Texas plant. NICE! Plant of the Season information provided by Trinity Forks Chapter, Native 

Plant Society of Texas.   Meetings are the 4th Thursday in Jan, Feb, Mar, Apr, May, Sep & Oct, 

TWU‟s ACT building 6:30 pm, 2nd  floor.  Everyone is welcome. 

Photo courtesy of Marilyn Blanton 
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Bits & Pieces 
 

Our beautiful Elderberry bush is in full bloom and 

we are so proud of it we wanted to share it with 

you!  And what is that purple plum colored tree?   

It‟s a Canadian Choke Cherry.  The foilage turns 

plum colored from green as we warm up in May.  

Interesting and a better substitute for purple leaf 

plum tree.  


