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Surprise, It’s Spring In Texas! 
 

This year the first day of spring brought us six inches of snow!  So instead of tend-
ing to my garden, I spent the day inside by the fire watching the birds on the feed-
ers outside. Yesterday’s snow is melting away and today is sunny bliss.  That’s 
North Texas for you, and the reason we promote well adapted plants.  We had 
many calls with concerns about plants just planted.  The good news is that the ma-

jority of them took that cold spell quite well.  It was not a very deep freeze and the snow provided a nice fluffy blanket 
of insulation from the wind. 
 
The rest of spring in North Texas promises to be a great season for outdoor living.  It’s the 
perfect time to get outside, enjoy your yard, take walks, and entertain on the back porch.   As 
you are thinking about gardening and accessorizing your outdoor living areas, remember 
Shades Of Green is your best resource.  Just imagine the beauty of bright color in pots or 
your flower beds to greet you every day.  Imagine the tantalizing smells of grilling on the back 
porch with fresh picked herbs right there close at hand.  Imagine the pleasure of sipping a 
glass of wine at the end of the day and watching hummingbirds sip nectar travelling from 
flower to flower.  Personally, it’s the simple things that enhance the quality of life. 
 
We all enjoy our gardens when we have success.  Garden success can be simplified by 
keeping to what works well locally. North Texas is blessed with a wide variety of colorful 
plants that work well here. But sometimes we complicate things by trying to grow some-
thing that doesn’t want to grow here. 
 
We have a nursery full of beautiful blooming well-adapted plants ready, waiting, and willing 
to help you with gardening success this spring.  Spring is the time to take advantage of the 
mild weather and get an outdoor life.  Hope to see you soon! 

SPRING / SUMMER HOURS:      
MON - SAT   8:00 A.M. TO 6:30 P.M. 

SUN   10:00 A.M. TO 6:00 P.M 

By Rob Wier  
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One Is The Loneliest Number … 
 

 

Imagine driving through the hill country and enjoying the sea of bluebonnets on a hillside or a 

drift of Indian Paintbrushes.  Ok, can you picture these visions?  Well in urban and interstate land-

scapes Shades Of Green is trying to demonstrate this same look in the plant choices we recom-

mend.  In well adapted native landscapes we call these drift of plants.  They take the place of mon-

key grass, Asian jasmine, creeping junipers and Begonias.  The knowledge is in the staff at Shades 

Of Green, just ask them! 

 

First we’ll review about a half dozen really good deciduous (no 

leaves in the winter) plants. One - Katie’s Ruellia is a native favor-

ite that loves the heat and is avail-

able with purple, pink or white 

blooms.  Two and Three - Purple 

heart is a beautiful purple leafed 

succulent with pink flowers.  It 

makes a great contrast with the sil-

ver foliage of either Artemisia or 

Yellow Yarrow. Four - Purple or green Oxalis (semi-deciduous) 

does well in shade and blooms pink or white, it looks it’s best in 

the spring and fall.  Five - You won’t go wrong with Stella de Oro 

Daylilies!  They grow to 15” tall and have repeat yellow-orange 

blooms all summer with green foliage.  Number five is creeping lantana – very striking with a 

multi-colored lavender, cream, yellow and gold bloom, these are great butterfly plants.  Six – Ice 

plant, a low growing semi-deciduous succulent that retains most of its foliage through winter and 

is a prolific fuchsia summer bloomer! 

 

Now let’s review a few evergreen selections that do very well here 

and will add a lot of visual punch to your landscape.  Pin Cushion is 

very popular and makes a great butterfly host.  It blooms pink or pur-

ple and matures to about 15” tall.  The monarchs will absolutely 

flock to it in the fall!  Coral sedum is a contrasting lemon coral col-

ored sedum that sets off maroons and deep greens.  Four nerve dai-

sies can retain their foliage and can bloom 12 months a year. 

 

Remember one Bluebonnet or Indian Paintbrush doesn’t make a statement!  They look their best 

in crowds or groups.  They like friends too, so plant in groups of 9 to 15 depending on the size of 

your space. 

 

Leave that “old school” landscape concept and those begonias behind and try some of these new 

suggestions.  These are just a few suggestions, our staff can tell you about many other interesting 

and well adapted choices.  Jeff, our landscape designer, can also put it all together for you!  Visit 

our website at www.shadesofgreeninc.com, and click on Landscape Services to see how the de-

sign process works.  Go on, step out of the box.  You’ll be glad you did! 

By Jeff McCauley 

Katie’s Ruellia 

Creeping Lantana 

Pin Cushion 
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Plant…Annual Color now!  Our selection and quality is excellent!  Be patient and wait 

until the soil is warmer to plant Caladiums, Impatiens … etc … later into April.  We’ll have Periwin-
kles and the large flowering Zinnias in May when the time is right – again be patient.  We special-
ize in Native Texas Perennials and right now our selection is OUTSTANDING.  Brice always grows 
beauties for us.  Come on in and feast your eyes.  Of course you can plant trees, specimen hollies, 
all shrubs, roses, vines, and groundcovers now.   Tropicals are beginning to come in now and the 
selection will grow as the season permits.  We have several beautiful color bowls planted up and 
ready for you – come on in and choose some to brighten your front porch and patio.  Or let these 
creations bring out your inner artist and come in and create your own from our large selection of 
color! 
 

Fertilize…with Gardenville 7-2-2 if you did not do so in February or March.  If you 

procrastinated, it’s ok … it’s organic!  Seriously consider avoiding any weed & feed products.  We 
do not recommend them or trust them – they are dangerous for your trees and shrubs.  Foliar feed 
your plants as they begin to grow with Maxicrop® Seaweed, Garrett Juice, or John’s Recipe.  
Apply Colorscapes when planting your annuals, perennials, and planting your color bowls.  Re-
apply ever 4-6 weeks to keep your plants green and blooming.  It’s that easy.  Don’t forget to use 
your Superthrive™ on anything newly planted or neglected and stressed – it IS a miracle product!  
Control fungal diseases on your roses with an application of Horticultural Corn Meal … apply on 
the root zone and lightly scratch it into the soil.  There’s still time to apply Dry Molasses for Fire 
Ants.  They hate it and it increases the microbial activity in the soil.  Plus, before you know it you’ll 
have a large population of earthworms, which is a really good thing! 
 

Prune…to maintain form only. 
 

Water…keep sprinklers OFF of their ‘automatic’ setting.  Run manually if we have a dry 

period (a couple of weeks without rain) to supplement between the spring rains.  Check and hand-
water newly planted plants if needed, every couple of days for the first two weeks to insure they 
get settled in.  Be pro-active and help that neighbor who overwaters with their sprinkler.  Most 
would think it mighty neighborly of you to learn how to save $ on their water bill … and eliminate 
the mosquito swamps between the houses. This may be a dry spring and summer, so take an ac-
tive part in monitoring your watering. 
 

Pests…look out for Cankerworms in your trees.  These larva hang from your trees on thin 

almost transparent threads and can strip trees of their new foliage.  Use Bacillus Thurengiensis 
(BT) as a biological control.  Safe for people, pets, and wildlife.  Control Slugs (those slimy little 
critters) with Sluggo.  Be on the watch for Scale on plants – especially Crape Myrtles.  Use All Sea-
sons Oil to control.  We have an organic fungicide called Serenade that can be used to prevent a 
wide variety of fungal diseases.  We also have Ladybugs and Praying Mantis egg cases.  Come 
see us to learn how to use them in your gardens. 
 

Other  … 
 Get outside with your family … this is the absolute best time of year here in North 

Texas to enjoy your outdoors.  Grill up some dinner and eat ‘al fresco’ in the backyard! 
 Maintain 1-1½” mulch on your beds to conserve water.  
 If you grow more than enough veggies, share them with your neighbors, or share with 

the food pantry at Frisco Family Services. 
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By Rob Wier 
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By Rob Wier Out and About! 
 
I decided to take my own advice from the previous article, and get out today!  With a window of 

opportunity I headed out to Brillo Verde, our farm.  It’s in our blood, we love growing plants!  What 

a great way to start a beautiful sunny day than observing Brice’s Spring Collection 

vintage 2010. 

 

Invariably, the first place Jeff and I ever go when we get to the farm is the propaga-

tion house to see all the new babies!  This is where the cuttings and seed-

lings are started.  As Horticulturist it is exciting to observe these sprigs of 

plants take root and the seedlings sprout.  We constantly poke and probe the 

trays asking Brice questions.  Many  plants you’ve selected from Shades Of 

Green started right here.  Their birthplace, at Brillo Verde Farm! 

 

Brice and I walk the other greenhouses viewing and discussing the spring  

crops.  I like to walk every row, because here and there he has something  

new.  Of course, I have to ask “What is this?’  Some of these new introductions are very popular, 

some (yawn) are ok, as judged by our customers purchases.  

Some just have to grow on us all (pardon the pun!). 

 

This year’s new plants will be interesting as always.  Usually 

they are ready by early April but with the cooler weather we 

think it will be almost May this year.  I’ll let Brice introduce 

them when they are ready for their debut, so watch our website 

or become a fan on Facebook so you don’t miss it. 

 

Years ago we would run out of certain plants for months at a 

time.  Some perennials were only seasonally available like the 

ever popular Black Foot Daisy.  Now thanks to Brice, we have it twelve months of the year!  Most 

of you as customers know it and have used 

it.  America’s patron saint of wildflowers, 

Lady Bird Johnson, would be so proud of us 

all for taking a nice little native Texas wild-

flower and helping make it a part of gardens 

throughout the area. 

 

It is always a treat to spend time getting out 

to the farm.  As I left I noticed the bluebirds 

and a couple of our resident road runners 

crossing the road.  I’ll share the birds of the 

farm in a future article!  If you decide to 

play hooky and get out, I know a great nurs-

ery with a beautiful setting on Coit Road in 

Frisco to spend some time at ;-)  Hope to see you out and about soon! 

Blackfoot Daisy 

Growing Up! 

Baby  

Ice 

Plants 
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Cedar Sage (Salvia roemeriana):  

A low-growing perennial for the well-drained shade garden  
 

 
Description:  Cedar Sage (Salvia roemeriana), also called 

Roemer’s Sage, is native to the Texas Hill Country where it 

grows in rocky shaded areas.  It is a small red-flowered per-

ennial in the mint family that grows up to 18 inches tall.  It 

has rounded scallop-edged leaves that are 1 to 2 inches 

wide, with small hairs on them making the leaves feel soft 

to the touch.  Cedar Sage is adapted to grow in the shade of 

Ashe Juniper trees, commonly referred to as mountain ce-

dars, hence the name “Cedar Sage”.  

 

Flowers and Fruit: Cedar Sage has crimson red flowers 

that are 1 to 1.5 inches wide on 2 to 3 inch racemes, adding 

sparkle to the shady areas of the garden.  The flowers ap-

pear in spring and early summer.   

 

Planting sites: Cedar Sage can be planted in dappled shade 

to part shade to full shade in many types of soils.  It should 

be provided good drainage; avoid planting it in areas where 

it may experience “wet feet” or it may rot.  It may also be 

grown in pots. 

 

Watering Instructions: Like most Texas natives, Cedar 

Sage will need supplemental water during the first growing season. After it is established, it will thrive 

with existing rainfall.  It is drought tolerant. 

 

Comments: Cedar Sage is a well-behaved garden citizen, gradually growing larger and occasionally 

spreading by seed. It can tolerate some sun, but should not be planted in areas receiving more than a half 

day of sun.  It maintains a rosette during the winter.  Consider using it as an alternative to exotic impa-

tiens species.  

 

Look for the NICE! Plant of the Season signs and information sheets on your next visit to Shades Of 

Green! Thank you for using native plants in your landscapes. 
 

This information provided by Operation NICE! (Natives Instead of Common Exotics!),  

a project of the Trinity Forks Chapter, Native Plant Society of Texas.  Thanks!  

Meetings are the 4th Thursday in Jan, Feb, Mar, Apr, May, Sep & Oct, TWU’s ACT building 6:30 pm, 2nd  floor. 

Mea Culpa!  Thanks For Your Patience! 
 

The spring rush is on and we apologize for publishing The GreenLeaf later than planned.  Everyone 

loves gardening this time of year and we are very busy during the spring.  We make every effort to work 

with each customer individually and give each the very best service possible.  However, we still have 

not perfected how to clone ourselves for the Spring Rush, so you may have to wait a bit longer than 

we’d all like at times. Sometimes it is impossible to even answer the phone quickly. For this, we are 

sorry but please know that when your turn comes, you will get our full attention and all the help we can 

provide. We appreciate your understanding, welcome your smile and any cloning knowledge you have!  



 

Call The Guinness Book Of World Records??? 
 

One of our customers emailed us a photo of an amazing specimen of Carolina Jasmine!  

Will McAndrew III  from Plano planted it 11 years ago.  It is now over 120’ (yes! That is 

120 feet) long and from a single plant!  Will reports that over the years he wove the new 

growth in and out of the wrought iron fence for support. Good job Will, it looks gorgeous!   

Thanks for sharing your photo too!  We love to hear about gardening success stories from 

our customers.  If you have a success story, please email us a photo and information about it 

to: info@shadesofgreeninc.com.  Maybe your special plant will be featured in a future 

newsletter too! 
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www.shadesofgreeninc.com 

Be a Shades Of Green Facebook Fan! 

Become a Shades Of Green 

Fan! Sign onto Facebook, 

search on “Shades Of Green” 

& click on our Leaf Logo! 

Watch for updates on events 

and unannounced  specials! 

 


