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5 Tips For   

Success! By Rob Wier 

Spring is coming early to our area.  The mild weather has plants budding out 
sooner than normal.  After last summers heat and possible water restrictions people are wonder-
ing what to do.  Here are some tips to keep spring-fever from affecting your judgment. 
 
PLAN FIRST, DIG SECOND 
Get out and visit your yard (especially with your spouse!).  Make a list of areas to improve or ad-
dress, then prioritize what is most important.  Use this info to make an action plan and even a 
diagram/design plan.  It is easy to execute a plan.  You can calculate materials and quantities 
needed.  We offer several options for design help.  Determining which one is best will depend on 
the scope of your project. See the Landscape & Design page of our website for descriptions of all 
the options.  In the end, a solid design will save you money.  So don’t try to redo your yard “on 
the fly.” 
 
RIGHT PLANTS 
Strive for using native and well-adapted plantings.  Irrigation water will only become more re-
stricted as we go forward over time.  You know we have the right plants for our area! 
 
BE PREPARED 
Remember it is only March.  It is possible for us to have a freeze until April arrives.  Be prepared 
to cover plants if you could not resist on early plantings.  We try not to bring in plants before the 
right time, but admit we succumb to spring fever and being badgered into it by customer request.   
 
 
 Continued on pg 3, see Spring Fever 

http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/landscape.htm
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By Rob Wier 

Plant …  Cool season color still -- for the first part of the month (Petunias, Alyssum, Dianthus 
and Snapdragons).  We could still have a chance of a freeze through the end of this month so wait to 
plant summer color until then.  We know … it’s hard to wait … but best to let it warm up.  Herbs, Per-
ennials, Shrubs, and Trees can all be planted now as well.  Check with us on veggies, either plants or 
seed – there’s just too many to list.  Dress up those color bowls with fresh spring color.  Pull out the 
dead and ragged, add something fresh and vibrant!  You’ll feel better and you deserve it!  Good early 
spring choices include alyssum, snapdragons, parsley and many others. We have a good selection in 
stock, come in and pick out your favorites today! 
 

Fertilize …  The whole yard if you did not do so last month Gardenville 7-2-2 Soil Food. Blood-
meal on those pansies keeps them happy and blooming.  Use Superthrive on newly planted plants for 
a good start and even on houseplants and your potted plants that go back outside to rejuvenate them. 
 

Prune …  Now you can trim a lot of those perennials back to shape and control their size. Other 
groundcovers such as Asian Jasmine, Euyonomous coloratus, Vinca, and even Frogfruit responds well 
to a sheering and trimming back to let fresh new growth emerge. 
 

Water …  Only when absolutely necessary!  We usually get ample rain during the spring and do 
not need to run our irrigation systems.  Please follow your city's water restrictions.  The Frisco water 
department will email you watering recommendations weekly based on their weather station. Sign up 
here:  http://listsrv.friscotexas.gov/ListSelect2.asp. Last year it advised ZERO watering 35 out of 52 
weeks.  Please help preserve our water supply by eliminating waste. Frisco residents can also get free 
sprinkler checkups at: http://www.ci.frisco.tx.us/departments/publicworks/water/Pages/default.aspx.  
If you notice someone who needs help with their watering practices, you can refer them to our website 
to get a copy of our helpful handout “Survive and Thrive—How To Water During Drought”.  Better 
yet, print it out and hand it to them.  You’ll find it under “Plant Care”. 
 

Pests …  Watch for slugs on the ground, fire ant mounds, aphids on new growth, and canker 
worms in your trees.  We can certainly help with control, once you have identified the pest.  Briefly … 
Sluggo sprinkled under the plants controls slugs.  A strong blast of water can control Aphids, or use 
the spray Bon-Neem.  Control those nasty fire ants with a one-two punch by drenching individual 
mounds with the Nature’s Guide product Mound Drench then applying the bait Come And Get It.  
Also applying Dry Molasses to your lawn and beds helps with control -- fire ants seem to hate it.  Cat-
erpillars can be controlled with Bacillis Thurengensis mixed with water and sprayed on the foliage 
that the worms are eating.  As always identify the pests first … pick up the Texas Bug Book to help 
with their identification … most bugs are good! 
 

Other  … 
Consider updating your sprinkler system, install Drip Irrigation around the foundation of 
your house and planting beds.  Most systems can easily be retrofitted by licensed irrigators.  
Sure, there are some upfront costs involved, but the savings in the long run are endless! 
Your water bill and your landscape will both thank you! 
 
The Rabbit repellent by Animal Stopper has been working for us, and for our customers. 

Timely Hints . . .  

http://listsrv.friscotexas.gov/ListSelect2.asp
http://www.ci.frisco.tx.us/departments/publicworks/water/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/plantcare2.htm
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How To Have A Beautiful Landscape With Stage 3 Water Restrictions 

9:00am-10am       Design is Important 
                                 Jeff McCauley-Co-Owner/Horticulturist 
10:00am-11am     Know your soil and improve it 
                 Rob Wier-Co-Owner/Horticulturist 
11:00am-Noon     Water-Wise Perennials 
                                 Brice Creelman-Grower 
Noon-1:00pm      Water-Wise Shrubs & Trees 
                                 Rob Wier 

1:00pm-2pm         Efficient & Effective Irrigation 
                                 Scott Fellows-Licensed Irrigator/Contractor 
2:00pm-3pm         Mulching & Maintenance 

Many, Many SPECIALS Of the Day! 

Must Be Present to Save! 

PATIENCE 
“Gardeners believe in tomorrow.”  I take that to mean gardeners are patient.  We plant now to enjoy 
what our plantings become in the future.  It is hard to plant instant gratification.  So relax, smell those 
roses, and try to have realistic expectations for your new plantings.   
 
ENJOY 
Last and maybe the most important, take time to enjoy your yard.  I’m actually out behind the green-
house by the creek writing this.  Too much distraction at my desk and 
out here there are no ringing phones but a variety of birds serenading 
me as I write.  
 
Speaking of birds, we have an owl nesting in the largest Cottonwood in 
front of the store.  Check out our Facebook page to participate in our 
“Name Mama Owl” contest.  Every year we are surprised by the natural 
world that lives around us while we go about our work here.  A short 
newsletter this month, we’ve been busy earlier than normal this year.  
Come visit our Water-Wise Open House for some good ideas on creating 
a colorful and beautiful water-efficient landscape.  We are always willing 
to share what we know to help you garden successfully.   

Who, Who  

is this? 

Spring Fever, continued from pg 1 
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Anthemis tinctoria ‘Suzanne Mitchell’ 
ann·thee·miss  tinck·tory·i·a  

 

Margarite–type Daisy (fine, feathery leaves) 
24”H x 24”W 

Here’s one for you more senior gardeners 
(certainly not me ;-).  Anthemis had been 
around for at least 25-30 years but has been 
forgotten or overlooked for too long.  Easy 
to grow, front of the border plant.  Good low 
white flower late spring thru summer.  
Loved by butterflies, hated by rabbits (an 
extra bonus!).  Vigorous, heck even you can’t 
kill it.  Great planted with any blue or violet.  
Loves infertile, well drained soil.   Extra 
credit to anyone who finds out who 
‘Suzanne Mitchell’ is or was.  Cut back in 
early spring.  Easy to divide and share with 
your friends although we frown on doing 
this too much.  We love for you to buy your 
plants from us so we get to see you!  Lots of 

great new and unusual perennials available this year.  Look for our list of Ten Perennials that we 
highlight in The GreenLeaf each April.   

$5 OFF 
Any Purchase Over $35 

Please Present Coupon                                Expires March 31, 2012 

Orang
e  

Van
illa

 

March Candle March Candle   

Of The MonthOf The Month  

Please PresentPlease Present  

CouponCoupon  

  

ExpiresExpires  

March 31, March 31, 

20122012  



    Events, Speakers, Children’s 

  Activities,  Exhibitors,  

and More! 
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Whew! Things were getting a little touchy being on the verge of going to Stage 4 watering restrictions. 
All the cities in the North Texas Water District (NTWD) enforce it differently but regardless it would not have 
been pretty. We’d have dead trees, shrubs, lawns, and cracked foundations. No new pools or landscaping 
would be permitted. There would have been many restrictions on new construction also. 
This would have had a devastating effect on our fragile economy as well as our homes and landscapes. 
 
Ok, so it rained and our local lakes have come up and there is no longer a problem, right? WRONG! 
There is still a big issue and we will continue to have one as long as we are alive. We are in the fastest growing 
area in the US. Frisco is first and McKinney second in growth. NTWD has some resolutions to keep up with the 
current demand and some growth but not this much growth is hard to plan for. 
 
What’s the solution? The largest percentage of water use is for irrigation. Unfortunately much of that is 
wasted and that is due to lack of education to the consumer. Watering once a week with an irrigation system 
along with supplemental hand watering on selected areas is sufficient to sustain a landscape if plant choices 
and gardening practices are correct for our region. 
 
What used to be acres of farm land is being developed into neighborhoods that require what used to be no 
use of municipal water supplies to intense watering. The way most households water (2-3 times a week) is 
equivalent to 60-70 inches of rain a year. That may work in well-drained sandy soil but not in this good old 
black Texas clay. It is essential to conserve water so it will be available for generations to come. Researchers 
say that one day soon, water will be more expensive than oil.  Water users won’t have  the option of electric 
ovens and cars. Desalination is nowhere in affordable sight. So hopefully your prayers and rain dances con-
tinue to help but you can’t count on that. Conservation is critical to having water available for the generations 
to come. 
 
But wasting water on irrigation is not really your fault. The sprinkler system controller that came with the 
house is a mystery. And most of us have thirsty gardens that were here when we bought the house. 
Help is available for you. Come to our Water-Wise Open House Saturday, March 3 to learn about how to have 
a beautiful and colorful landscape with dramatically lower water needs. You’ll save water and money on a 
lower water bill too! No charge seminars are scheduled to share information about landscape design (a design 
will save you money, time and effort), how to improve this black Texas clay that is either like cement or water-
logged, Water-wise perennial plants, shrubs and trees that bloom and thrive in our local conditions, efficient 
and effective irrigation systems, and mulching and maintenance (it’s easier than you think!). There will be spe-
cials and discounts also to help you get started. We hope to see you there! 

WHOA!  

That Was A  

Close One! 
By Jeff McCauley 

learntolivegreen.com 



Remember To Visit Our Website For Promotions and Events! 
www.ShadesOfGreenInc.com 

Need to Landscape a Small Area? Need Design Help? 

Mini-Designs Sessions Available 
With Our In-house Landscape Designers   

 

 

Saturdays   10am to 3pm 

Bring A Survey Plat and Pictures 

45 minute appointment 

$75 prepaid to secure appt & $50 Gift Certificate 
(Limited Availability, Call (972) 890-9820 to Sign-Up) 

The Garden Show green gardening 
Presented by Collin County Master Gardeners 

Myers Park and Event Center 

McKinney, TX 

Saturday, March 24 

9AM—5 PM 

Sunday, March 25 

11AM—5PM 

For more information visit 

www.ccmgatx.org/TheGardenShow 

GREEN GARDENING IN COLLIN COUNTY 

Join Us & Learn  

McKinney Garden Club 
Garden Treasures 

Garden & Home Tour 2012 
 

Evening Garden Party 

June 8, 2012 7pm-9pm 

Garden Tour 

June 9, 2012, 10am-4pm 

Tickets available April 1, 2012  

online & at the nursery 
www.mckinneygardenclub.org 

 

Fun UpComing Garden Clubs Events 

  Frisco Garden Club 
WildFlower Luncheon 

Stonebriar Country Club 
 

April 26, 2012  

Silent Auction 10:30am 

Luncheon 11:30am 

Call Tammy at  

214.500.1110 for tickets 
www.facebook.com/pages/Frisco-Garden-Club  

Plano Garden Club 
Great Inspirations For  

Gardens Large and Small:  

Living With Water Restrictions  
  

April 28, 2012 11am-5pm 

April 29, 2012 1pm—5pm 

Tickets online & at the nursery 
xl1.esiteasp.com/planogardenclub/home.nxg 

http://www.ccmgatx.org/TheGardenShow
http://www.mckinneygardenclub.org
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Frisco-Garden-Club
xl1.esiteasp.com/planogardenclub/home.nxg

