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Things are looking up and our lake levels are coming up too!  I drove in this morning with a multi-
colored rainbow smiling at me.  As I write this, we have just received over five inches of precious 
rain.  Scattered across my desk are various copies of Drought and Emergency Water Use plans 
from around the area.  Seems fate has given us a small reprieve from the dreaded Stage 4 restric-
tions.  These would have wrecked havoc on our communities both economically, aesthetically, 
and psychologically.  
 
We have a chance once again to be better stewards of our piece of Earth no matter how large or 
small.  Remember spring is just 7 weeks away.  Here at Shades Of Green, we have the know-how 
and suggestions to help you transform your yard to a more water-wise landscape that is both col-
orful and appealing.  
 
We have the right products and soil amendments to improve your soil.  Remember “Healthy Soil = 
Healthy Plants.” 
 
No doubt, we have probably the largest selection of the “Right Plants” that work well locally.  Hey, 
I check out other garden centers, I do get out and about.  As an extra benefit we grow many of our 
own here locally.  They didn’t arrive from far away, trucked from a comfy greenhouse where they 
were pampered with perfect climate conditions.  These plants are Texas tough and know what it is 
like to live here and are already well-adapted to this area.  They will not be shocked by the soil in 
your garden and our dry, hot summers.  Our plants are hardy to perform better for you.  Once 
they leave here we don’t want to see them return in a plastic bag all brown and lifeless, but rather 
glowing in colorful pictures you happily share with us.   

Continued on pg 4, see “Water-Wise” 

Water-Wise Gardening,  

A Civic Responsibility! By Rob Wier 
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By Rob Wier 

Plant …  Cool season annual color such as 

Pansies, Snapdragons, and Dianthus.  Plant Peren-
nials, Shrubs, and Trees, too!!  We have a great se-
lection of the best and hardiest varieties of trees for 
our area.  From large shade trees to smaller sized 
ornamental trees … you can plant them now.  New 
arrivals fresh from our farm –  
include Chinese Pistache, Lacey Oak, and Shantung 
Maple. Now is the time to move or transplant dor-
mant trees and shrubs.   

Prune …  Finish dormant season pruning 

(major pruning) on trees and shrubs this month.  
You may clean up your perennials to get ready for 
March’s spring weather.  Come to our Pruning Class 
on February 18th at 1pm, if you need guidance.  
Remember prune with a purpose.  Only you can 
prevent “Crape Murder”! Prune Roses in mid-
month. Prune groundcovers late in the month to 
tidy up. Wait till March to prune on freeze damage. 
 

Fertilize …  Late February (around the 17th-

28th) is time to fertilize your whole yard with Gar-
denville 7-2-2.  Lawns, beds, vegetable gardens, 
shrubs, and trees all will benefit. Download our arti-
cle ‘How To Fertilize Your Tree’ from our website, 
or pick up a copy at the nursery.  We’ll demonstrate 
after the Pruning class on Feb. 18 at 1pm.  
 

Apply Greensand now as well.  Greensand is a natu-
ral source of iron.  Our clay soils hold onto iron 
tightly, so I encourage you to apply Greensand in 
February and in September to provide plenty of iron 
for your plants, especially evergreens.  Hollies, Mag-
nolias, Live Oaks, etc., these plants maintain green 
foliage through the winter and utilize more iron in 
their foliage to keep those leaves green in the win-
ter.  Applying Greensand on an annual basis re-
places the iron that gets depleted as these plants 
establish. 

Continue to apply Bloodmeal on Pansies and other 
annual color every two weeks for eye-popping 
color. 
 

Water …   Leave the sprinkler controller in 

the OFF position. If we don’t get a 1/2” of rain 

every two weeks, consider watering manually once 
every two weeks. A rain/freeze sensor installed on 
your sprinkler system will save $$$ over the year 
and most irrigators aren’t busy now so get one if 
you don’t have one.  Please continue to be respon-
sible with your water use.  
 

Pests …  Use Dormant Oil to control scale on 

Crape Myrtles, Hollies, Live Oaks, and other plants.  
Remember, the first step is to identify the pest(s), 
then use an appropriate control.  
 

Weed Prevention …   Mid-February to 

late February is time to apply Corn Gluten Meal to 
inhibit weeds from developing from seed.  This is a 
preventative measure, so it won’t cure existing 
weeds, but it can prevent new ones from coming 
up.  [Pick up a copy of our information ‘Organic Gar-
dening 101 and Calendar’ at the nursery or download it 
from our website.] 

 

OTHER…Rabbit deterrent – We have a great 

product in the nursery we have been using to stop 
rabbit damage on our plants. “Animal Stopper” is 
available both as a granular or liquid product and 
has been keeping the rabbits at bay for us. The 
product is safe, organic and comes with satisfaction 
guaranteed. This product is working for us, so if you 
have a rabbit problem give it a try. It will work bet-
ter than Mr. McGregor’s garden fence! 

http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/events.htm
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/events.htm
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/_literature_85677/How_To_Fertilize_Your_Tree
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/events.htm
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/LiteratureRetrieve.aspx?ID=85671
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/LiteratureRetrieve.aspx?ID=85671
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By 
Jeff 

McCauley 

Do you have a side yard or a small to medium sized area of your landscape that needs an update?  Want 
to use more water-wise plants and landscape practices after suffering last year’s heat and drought? Would 
you love a design and help with plant selection?  You are not alone and there is help available! We are of-
fering our “mini” 45 minute landscape design consultations again this spring in the nursery on Saturday’s 
from February 25 through April 28, 2012.  This was a big hit with our customers last year and nearly every 
time slot was booked in advance.  A few lucky customers were able to get in at the last minute; they 
should have probably bought a lotto ticket on that same day!  Call the nursery, or better yet, come by and 
reserve your pre-paid time slot soon.  We expect them to sell out again! 

 
Each $75 mini design session customer is rewarded with a $50 
Shades Of Green gift certificate to get you started on your new 
project.  You can use it for any product or service we offer, includ-
ing landscape installation.  During your 45 minute session we can 
create a design for a side yard or another area about that size.  You 
will get a sketch of the new design and then can work with one of 
our nursery staff selecting materials, plants, and pricing.  We can 
price the project to be installed or just plants and materials if you 
want to do the digging.  Please plan to arrive at least 15 minutes 

early, and bring a survey plat or measurements of your area and some snapshots of what is there now.  
Arriving early allows you to look around and see if there is some plant that catches your eye you want to 
include in your new garden and insures you get to take advantage of your full time slot. 
 
We have 2 knowledgeable designers available for the mini design sessions.  Our design expertise is fo-
cused on drought tolerant, native, natural, low maintenance landscape on the organic side of things.  
Some have called our design style “Texas English garden”.  Whatever, we love color, texture, variety, and 
don’t want to spend excessive time fussing over persnickety plants.  We’d rather relax and enjoy our gar-
dens with friends and family and are betting that you would too.  Once your garden is established for 2-3 
years, you’ll have lots of flowers, texture, and motion that the birds, butterflies, hummingbirds will love to 
visit. 
 
Of course, we still offer our full, professional design service for larger areas.  Check out the different op-
tions on our website, www.shadesofgreeninc.com/landscape.htm to see which one is right for your needs.  
Is your landscape aging and would benefit from an update? Did last summer’s heat wave toast your yard? 
Are you just now getting around to fixing up that part of your home? We’d love to be your partner in up-
dating your garden to a colorful, water-wise and low maintenance landscape that will save you time, 
money, and be the talk of the neighborhood.  Call or come by soon to get the time slot you may want and 
go buy that lotto ticket! 

http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/landscape.htm
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Everything  we promote here works towards water-wise gardening.  All of us that work here have a 
passion for gardening and we all have beautiful water-wise yards.  We are here to share our experi-
ence and knowledge to help you learn about and embrace water-wise gardening.  We’ll be glad to 
assist you in making a change for the better.  
 
I urge you to check out the resources your own city offers.  Here in Frisco, you can register to get an 
email weekly that provides recommendations on watering based on their own weather data.  Last 
year they recommended to not water at all 33 out of 52 weeks of the year.  You can check this out at 
the City of Frisco Public Works page on their web site. 
  
Our communities are very fortunate to be growing in today’s economy.  Our community leaders 
work hard to plan for growth and to ensure a high quality of life. We choose to live in these commu-
nities because of the quality of life they offer us.  It’s a fact of life that here in Texas, a quality water 
supply will always be a major concern.  We can all do our part by being good stewards of the water 
we do use.  It’s a part of our civic responsibilities to be water-wise to help ensure that we can con-
tinue to enjoy that same quality of life.  Come and visit with us, we miss your smiling face!     

“Water-Wise”, Continued from pg 1 

Love Your Yard 

$5.00 OFF 
When You Buy Two  

Of These Items Your Yard 

Needs This February 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Must Present Coupon 

Not valid with any other offer 

Expires Feb 29, 2012 

GARDENVILLE 

CORN 

GLUTEN 

MEAL 

GREENSAND 

February’s Candle Of the Month! 

Please Present Coupon,  

Expires February 29, 2012 

HINT, HINT—Valentine’s Day Ideas 

 

Just DON’T Forget!! 

Plant a Rose Bush 

A Passion Vine 

Herb or Color Bowl 

Passion For Perennials Gift Certificate (10 for 

$50, get them at once or a few at at time) 

Anything Your Heart Desires Gift Certificate 

Landscape Consultation 

http://www.ci.frisco.tx.us/departments/publicworks/water/waterPolicies/efficiencyPlan/Pages/default.aspx
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Tree digging is on schedule.  We had a couple of nice rains and are busy hand-digging some large 5”-7” Live Oak 
and Red Oaks.  The Red Oaks are really nice specimen trees.  They were planted in 2001, the first year we started 
the tree farm.  We also dug some smaller 3”-4” Red Oaks and Chinese Pistache.  Some 6-8’ Tuscarora Crape Myr-
tles are next up. 
 
The greenhouses are filling up fast.  Plenty of small liners lined up to grow into 1 gallon and quart sizes.  Speaking 
of quart sizes, on almost all varieties of perennials (60+) this year we will be using rice hull mix from East Texas.  
It is working very well, and we plan to use it on all gallons next year.  Rice hulls take the place of perlite and ver-
miculite to make a sustainable mix with no pesky perlite.  So it all breaks down in your soil.  Rice hulls are a by-
product and are renewable. 
 
We are growing some interesting new plants for this spring.  Sedum “Silver Stone” looks like a 
gray sedum “Lemon Coral” and should be an interesting filler for container gardens.  We have 

some Oxblood Lily’s from East Texas, a great heirloom plant for 
Texas.  It’s hard to find, but easy to grow.  We are also growing a 
new ice plant, Delospermum “Fire Spinner’; tricolor blooms with a 
white center , and fuchsia petals with orange tips.  Should be spec-
tacular!  Daylilies due in this week are “Fairy Tale Pink” and “Pardon 
Me” to go along with everyone’s favorites “Stella d’Oro” and “Going Bananas”.  And we 

are starting lots of new Agastaches. Like brown is the 
new black, Agastache are the new Salvias.  Their many 
colors and fragrances make them hummingbird mag-

nets.  Look for Agastache 
“Bolero”, “Ava”, “Purple 
Haze”, and our old favor-
ite “Apricot Sunrise.” 
 
Last summer was tough on every-
thing in Texas.  Your native plants 
will come through it much better 

than others.  Some native 
perennials may have gone dormant last 
year.  Don’t give up on them this spring, they will come back.  It is getting 
very hard to find Rusty Blackhaw Viburnum, so we collected seed this fall 
from the nursery, Plantation Resort, and the Heard Museum.  Sometimes 
they take up to two years to germinate; we are going to let nature help us 
this year.  We’ve planted them in a large container and will leave it outside.  

Hopefully some will germinate in the spring.  It’s such an excellent small tree I hate the thought of it not being 
available to plant.  We will have some 15 gallons for this year.  Grab it when you see it.  I’m not sure it is available 
at any nurseries any more.  Let me know if you see it anywhere else in Texas. 
 
Rob, Jeff and I got down to Clarks BBQ this past week for lunch.  I realized I’ve been 
eating there for 33 years.  It’s still really good!  If you are ever in Tioga, check it out. 

Farm Report—A Brillo Verde Update! 
By Brice Creelman 

BOLERO AVA 

PURPLE  

HAZE 

Fall Foilage 

Rusty 

Blackhaw 

Viburnum 

Spring Flowers 

Fairy Tale 

Pink 

 

 

Pardon Me 

FIRE SPINNER 

OXBLOOD LILY 



Plant Of The Month 
By Brice Creelman 

 

Ilex Hybrid  
“Scarlet’s Peak” 

Upright Yaupon Holly 
Native, Full Sun to  

Part Shade 
 

I hate to get into this male-female thing this early in the 
year but here goes… 
 
Ilex vomitoria “William Fleming” has been around for 20 
years now and fills the need for that evergreen tele-
phone pole look we need.  However, with age it tends 
to splay out and needs to be pruned once in a while to 
keep it looking good.  And it is a male, so no berries.  It 
is kind of a listless and dull boy.  No offense guys. 
 
So we were excited to see Ilex “Scarlet’s Peak”, a female 
version of William Fleming (BTW, William is named after 
the nurseryman in Houston who found it.). 
 
“Scarlett’s Peak” is loaded with red berries along with 
that 20’ tall by 3’ wide growth.  Found in Mississippi by 
our friend and vendor Dan Batson of Green Forest Nurs-
ery.  It was growing on his property and has a better 
branching habit and will be easier to take care of in the 
landscape. 
 
As always, it is the female that comes to the rescue, 
saves a dull and listless male, and teaches him how to 
behave in public.  Are we still taking about plants? 

 
Any hoo, try “Scarlet’s Peak” Yaupon Holly where you need an evergreen screen that comes with 
berries for the birds.   Available in 15 gallon (approx. 6’ tall) and 3 gallon (3’ tall).   

3 Gallon 

“Scarlet’s Peak” 

Holly 

Birds Love These Berries! 



Remember To Visit Our Website For Promotions and Events! 
www.ShadesOfGreenInc.com 

The end of February is a busy time for gardening.  I do my spring cleanup, mulching, and fertilizing, then 
sit back and watch my yard come alive for spring.  I’m too busy March through May helping my custom-
ers with their gardening situations to do much at my own house but watch and enjoy.  
 
Here’s my “Get ‘Er Done” plan: 
 
1. Trim.  Trim up perennials and do minor trimming on roses, shrubbery, and trees.  Worried about 

this?  Attend our February 18th. 1pm “Pruning With A Purpose” class.  Details on the website. Or if 
you can’t attend you can get pointers by downloading “How & When To Prune Perennials” from our 
Plant Care webpage.  

2. Compost.  Add a light layer of compost sprinkled on the surface of the beds around the plantings 
about 1/2 to 1” deep to improve the soil health.  This is an easy task with no need to work it into the 
soil, the earth worms will cultivate it in for us. 

3. Mulch.  Add natural hardwood mulch over the top of the compost to give beds that fresh look and 
MAINTAIN that 2-3” layer of mulch.  Mulch helps retain precious moisture and reduces evaporation.   

4. Fertilize.  Finally, fertilize beds, trees and lawn with Gardenville 7-2-2 and Greensand.  For informa-
tion see “How To Fertilize Your Tree” on our Plant Care page of our website. We’ll demonstrate tree 
fertilization after the February 18th “Pruning With A Purpose” class.   

 
I’m planning on getting this done in my own yard that same weekend after the class, weather permit-
ting.  If you don’t have the time or inclination to do this on your own, we can do it for you with our 
clean-up service.  But slots do fill up fast so please call soon to reserve yours.   
 
Now, you too can sit back and watch your yard come alive in March.  Of course, you can always add an 
interesting new plant or two here and there.  That’s the great thing about gardening.  We are never 
really done!  

By Rob Wier 

Upcoming Events—Mark Your Calendar 
 

Saturday, Feb 18, 2012 
 

1-2pm - Pruning With A Purpose 
Learn to prune to maintain natural form.  We’ll demonstrate pruning tools, care, and proper pruning techniques.  Dem-
onstrate on shrubs, Crape Myrtles, landscape roses, and we’ll highlight perennials.  We recommend that both spouses 
attend to help take the stress out of pruning!   We will be inside the greenhouse if we have inclement weather, other-

wise outside in the sunshine. 
 

2:30 – 3:30pm – How To Fertilize Your Trees 
Demonstrate and discuss our simple method to fertilizer your trees. 

 

Saturday, Mar 3,2012 
SPRING OPEN HOUSE 

Events, Education & Specials All Day 
Details Announced Soon 

http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/plantcare2.htm
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/plantcare2.htm
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/landscape-clean-up.htm

