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We get an extra day this year!  What are we going to do with it?  Well this I know, its only 11 weeks till 
spring!  January is a great time for planning your gardening endeavors.  With last year’s heat and drought, 
consider updating your landscape. 
 

My parents bought a house (way back) in 1976 in North Dallas near 
Frankford and Hillcrest.  I landscaped the front yard with shrubbery.  
It was not my best design as a student at Aggieland but it fit well 
with the neighborhood.  I happened to drive by a few weeks ago, 
and to my surprise the same beds and most of the shrubbery were 
still there, a few had disappeared.  Of course, the large Hackberry in 
the front yard had grown considerably.  My father took it upon him-
self to transplant that tree from a nearby fence line of Hackberry 
trees being bull dozed down.  It was quite a bruise to my budding 
horticultural ego but that’s a whole other story! 
 

Point is this landscape is 35 years old.  35 years ago I wore an afro for my curly locks, and computers were 
programmed using punch cards, and a new 1976 model car would now be a classic!  A lot of things have im-
proved over the years and we have more economical and sustainable choices available for landscaping now. 
 
Funny how we update our homes with appliances, new a/c units, insulation, flooring and lighting, and the 
latest countertop trend to be more attractive and efficient but many still have outdated plant material and 
irrigations systems that waste our most precious resources. 
 

Continued on page 3, see Leap Year 

By Rob Wier 

Before 

See After 
on pg 3 
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Plant …  Trees! Shrubs and perennials can 

all be planted now as well. We’ve encouraged 
people for years to plant year-round, and more 
people are taking advantage of our winter season 

to plant.  Now is also a good time to transplant 
trees, shrubs, and perennials. So move that 

Crape Myrtle instead of chopping it off the house 
each year. 
 

Prune …  Shrubs to shape if needed.  Major 
trimming on trees can be done now if needed.  

Come to our Pruning Class on Saturday, 
January 28th and we’ll be glad to demonstrate 

how to prune on most plants.  We will also have 

another Pruning Class on Saturday, February 
18th. 
 

Fertilize …Pansies every two weeks with Blood-
meal.  Use Superthrive on any newly planted 

trees monthly. 
 

Water …Hand-water newly planted flowers 

or plants weekly with a hose.  Keep your sprinkler 
on Manual Mode and only water if we get less 
than one-half inch of rain every two weeks this 

month.  Remember, your landscape requires 
hardly any water during the dormant months (Dec
-Feb).  Conserve that water for later this summer. 
 

Pests …  Apply Dormant Oil on trees shrubs 

to control scale especially if you’ve had it on them 
before, such as Crape Myrtles. 
Spray existing, noticeable and pesky weeds in 

your dormant turf with a Vinegar and Oil Solu-
tion on sunny, warmer days as an organic post 

emergent weed control. (Mix undiluted 20% Vine-
gar with 2oz. Orange Oil and 2 drops liquid soap.) 
  

Other Bits and Pieces … 

 Mulch bare soil. 

 Put leaves in compost pile. 

 Cover blooming Pansies and color bowls with  

 N-Sulate frost cloth during cold spells below 
25° F. 

 Start doing garden planning so you’ll be ready 
for spring.  Spring is only about 10 weeks 
away! Our design and installation service will 
begin to build a wait time so get on the sched-
ule now! 

By Rob Wier 

Smiling Faces Wanted For Spring Part-Time  
If you love gardening and thrive in an upbeat, service-focused, outdoor environment, we have an oppor-

tunity for you this spring. We will be adding to our part-time nursery sales staff.  Here is what we will 

be looking for: 

 

 A smiling face and helpful attitude is a must. 

 Local Plant knowledge is a plus. 

 Gardening and retail experience very helpful. 

 Weekend availability especially helpful. 

 Non-smokers will be preferred. 

 

If this describes you, please come in and fill out an application or you can fax your resume to 

ATTN:Rob  at our fax line: 972-377-2022, or email to rob@shadesofgreeninc.com and use 

‘employment’ in the subject line.  We plan to interview prospects during January, hire and train staff in 

February, and have you BUSY in March through May! 

mailto:rob@shadesofgreeninc.com
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One Coupon Per Household 
Expires October 31, 2009 

 

 

 
As shade trees continue to grow and provide much needed shade, we lose lawn areas underneath.  Shade and 
the other positive effects of trees are healthy to our communities, even an old salvaged Hackberry!  At some 
point the turf is no longer feasible under the spreading tree canopies.  
Ground cover areas or mulched beds with scattered plantings work 
well here.  It is a natural progression of our landscapes.  As trees get 
larger, we convert to shade gardens underneath, while losing turf ar-
eas.  The good thing is that large trees provide more benefits to our 
environment than turf areas.  They cleanse the air, reduce hot tem-
peratures, buffer sound and wind, and provide squirrels and birds 
with homes and food. 
 
Our landscapes are constantly changing so we need to update and 
adapt to the new conditions at hand.  Over the last decade the best landscaping practice embraces well 
adapted and native plants that are more sustainable.  These require less water, minimal maintenance, and 
only a little organic fertilizer to thrive in Mother Nature’s North Texas environment. 
 
The gardening practices and plant materials we promote at Shades Of Green can stand up to stage 3 and 4 
watering requirements and still look gorgeous! Outdated gardening practices account for the largest amount 
of water waste nationally! 
 
You have been given an extra day this winter to do some garden planning.  If you need to do some replacing, 
don’t just replace with the same old thing.  Update as you would on most other household projects.  We are 
here to help. 
 
So here’s to a happy and prosperous New Year!  Talking about outdated things makes me want to get my old 
turntable hooked up and listen to some of those vinyl albums I’ve got stored in my man cave.  Now there’s a 
classic to hang on to! 

. . . Leap Year! Continued from page 1 

January’s Fragrance Of the Month! 

Please Present Coupon,  

Expires January 31, 2012 

Any Perennial purchase over $30 !! 

Now is a good time for planting 

In store only 

Expires Jan 31, 2012 

After 

 See many more Before & After photos on our website at  

www.shadesofgreeninc.com/gallery 

http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/gallery
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January 2012 Plant Of The Month 

“Traveler’ Weeping Redbud 

Cercis texensis “Traveler” 
 

“Traveler” weeping redbud was found in Texas by Dan Hosage of Madrone Nursery of San Marcos.  The 
original trees were about 3’ tall and with a weeping spread to 6’.  The ones we have in stock now are 
staked to about 6’.  I would take the stake out and let the Redbud gently weep 

as it wants to.  It displays the same early spring 
blooms as the species and will need a little af-
ternoon shade so the eastern exposure is per-
fect.  It makes a beautiful focal point in that 
landscape update you are planning  this year.  
No insect or disease issues.  It was found grow-
ing in rock so good drainage is a must.  Blooms 
for about 4 weeks in early spring.  Traveler is 
extremely hard to come by in the trade.  So I’m 

glad to see it available here.  Come by and check it out.  Plant it now and let it 
bloom in your yard this year.  A very cool and unusual native ornamental tree.  
Hurry, we have a limited supply! 

Upcoming Events—Mark Your Calendar 
 

Saturday, Jan 28, 2012 
 

1-2pm - Pruning With A Purpose 
Learn to prune to maintain natural form.  We’ll demonstrate pruning tools, care, and 

proper pruning techniques.  Demonstrate on shrubs, Crape Myrtles, landscape roses, and 
we’ll highlight perennials.  We recommend that both spouses attend to help take the 

stress out of pruning!   We will be inside the greenhouse if we have inclement weather, 
otherwise outside in the sunshine. 

 

Saturday, Feb 18, 2012 
 

1-2pm - Pruning With A Purpose 
January’s class repeated for those that missed it or would like a refresher. 

 
2:30 – 3:30pm – How To Fertilize Your Trees 

Demonstrate and discuss our simple method to fertilizer your trees. 
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Update Your Landscape In 7 Steps 
 
Xeriscape (not Zeroscape) is common sense, water-wise gardening that can reduce landscape water use by 
up to half.  We have adopted these gardening principles and promoted them over the last decade.  So, fol-
low these seven steps to successfully update your landscape. 
 
#1 – Start with a plan. 
Analyze your site, considering soil, drainage, and views.  Organize your spaces on how you envision using 
them, private, public, utility, etc.  Don’t worry if you do not feel comfortable doing a planting design, seek 
professional help.  The services of a landscape designer are worth every penny, we have various ways to 
assist you depending on the scope of your project.  Frankly, our full-blown design service is free if we per-
form $3500 or more worth of work for you.  An average front yard update project usually exceeds that 
amount.  You may view our design options on our website, www.shadesofgreeninc.com.  Click on the 
Landscape & Design tab for details. 
 
#2 – Analyze and improve your soil. 
Amending your soil with organic matter will improve drainage, provide natural nutrients,  
and increase it’s ability to hold water.  Remember that healthy soil = healthy plants. 

 
#3 - Strive for practical turf areas. 
Turf areas generally use more water than the rest of the landscape.  Use alter-
natives such as groundcovers, stone or decking. 
 
#4 – Select appropriate plants. 
Use native and well adapted, drought tolerant 
plants.  Native plants reflect the heritage of our 

area and require less water and maintenance.  It is possible to have a balance 
of beauty and functionality.  See lists of our Top 10 native or well-adapted 
plants on our website at: http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/plantcare2.htm. 
 
#5 – Water effectively and efficiently. 

Water your landscape only when it needs it. Grasses need only about 1” 
of water every 7 to 10 days.  So reduce or eliminate if Mother Nature has 
provided rain.  Water running off your lawn is a sign of over-watering.  
Most water waste is the result of too frequent watering or too long of a 
watering. Reduce evaporation by watering early in the morning or late at 
night.  Consider investing in drip or more efficient sprinkler heads that 
sprinkle large drops of water closer to the ground.  Those 1970s era sprin-
kler heads are inefficient and are costing you money! 
 
 

 

Don’t Water 
The Pavement 

http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/landscape.htm
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/plantcare2.htm


Remember To Visit Our Website For Promotions and Events! 
www.ShadesOfGreenInc.com 

#6 – Use organic mulches. 
Mulches conserve water, slow weed growth, moderate soil tem-
peratures and add nutrients as they decompose. Maintain 2-3” 
and replenish when less than that. Bare ground is unwanted in 
planting beds. We suggest using only natural mulch, no mulch 
made from rubber tires or colored mulches.  These can leach 
toxic substances into your  soil, plus they just look, well, un-
natural! 
 
#7 – Properly Maintain. 
All landscapes take a certain amount of maintenance.  Keep 
weeds removed to reduce competition for water and nutrients.  
Prune with a purpose to maintain natural form of plants.  Fertilize in moderation to encourage healthy soil 
and plants. 
 
Following these principles will conserve 3 precious and irreplaceable resources: water, your time, and your 
money. You can learn more about pruning at one of our winter pruning classes.  We will have one on January 
28, and it will be repeated on February 18.  See the events page of our website for more info: 
www.shadesofgreeninc.com/events.  We also offer a clean-up service if you prefer to have the job done by 
someone else.  See www.shadesofgreeninc.com/landscape-clean-up.htm for details.  
 
 
Here are two more resources to help you with planning: 

Texas Smartscapes for North Central Texas website – Great ideas and plant database (we carry 
almost all these plants). 

Texas Home Landscaping by Greg Grant and Roger Holmes, a book published by Creative Home-
owner®.  This book contains 48 different landscape designs for various applications and will give 
you lots of inspiration. 

#8 – I’ll add one more important tip. 
Sit outside and enjoy your endeavors.  Let your senses take in your landscape.  See the beauty of your plant-
ings, smell the fragrance of flowers and foliage, listen to the sounds of wildlife in your garden, let stress go 
and rejuvenate your mind.  Take time to let your gardens enhance your life. 

http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/events.htm
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/landscape-clean-up.htm
http://www.txsmartscape.com/NorthCentralTX/main.asp

