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Fall Reflections By Rob Wier 

Fall’s weather is so nice!  It’s a great time to stop, sit, and enjoy your yard.  Why have landscaping if we don’t 
take the time to sit and enjoy it?  For me, its it’s a peaceful refuge, to relax, contemplate and clear my head 
of all those negative things . . . even come up with solutions for life’s situations. 
 
Funny how we see our yard daily, but it changes ever so slowly right in front of us, just like our kids.  Those 

little plants and trees progressively get larger and larger to maturity.  Take 
Turks Cap for example.  We planted one gallons a foot tall two years ago and 
now they are five feet tall!  They are covered in red blooms as I write this.  My 
‘Adagio’ grasses have tripled in size.  Guess they are enjoying my soil prepara-
tions with compost.  I enjoy the swaying plumes in the breeze, truly a fall occur-
rence. 
 
Our Passion Vine remains leafless like green spa-

ghetti intertwined on the lattice of our “living wall.” The Gulf Fritillary caterpil-
lars decimated it about a month ago; we’ll see how well it recovers in the spring.  
The trees are now firmly anchored to their new home show the first hints of 
color with each passing cool front.  Our Chinese Pistache is starting to turn that 
pretty bronze color at the top.  

 
Speaking of color, the Blackfoot Daisies are solid drifts of white in not only 
my yard but everyone that has them.  I’ll tell you a secret, every time I see 
them in someone’s landscape around here I smile because I know the ma-
jority of them came from Shades Of Green.  It is rewarding to know that we 
grew them at our farm, sold them at the nursery, and here you see how 
you’ve touched the community with this little, cheerful white blooming 
Texas native flower.  I’ll bet even Ladybird Johnson would like that! 

Continued pg 2, see “Fall” 
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Timely Hints 
By Rob Wier 

Plant …  winter color!  Pansies, Violas, Snapdragons, Dianthus, ornamental kale and cabbage, and Cyclamen.  

Now is the best time to plant shrubs, perennials, and vines … as well as trees (take advantage of our Annual Tree 

Sale!).  Planting them now allows them to root-in and become established to prepare for next summer’s heat.  Wait 

on planting bulbs until December. 
 

Fertilize …  pansies and other winter color with blood meal. Sprinkle over the top and water in every two 

weeks. Use ‘SUPERTHRIVE’ on newly planted trees once per month to get those roots established and growing. 
 

Prune …  Pick-prune as needed to keep things shapely.  You can trim back old flower stalks and unsightly foli-

age on perennials if you are a tidy type.  Personally, I leave it all until mid-February with the excuse that I’m leav-

ing it for the birds and wildlife.  Besides … there aren’t any football games in mid-February!  Wait on major tree 

pruning until trees are dormant – usually mid-December to mid-February. Call an arborist for major tree trimming! 
 

Pests …  Fire ants can mound up in cold, wet, weather.  Use ‘COME & GET IT!’ (a great bait), or ‘Mound 

Drench’ to knock them out.  If you’ve ever had scale on your trees, you can spray an insecticidal oil or dormant oil 

late in the month to suffocate the critters and prevent their return.  Remember, with any pest, we need to visually 

identify it to make a proper recommendation for control.  It’s often difficult to prescribe a method of control over 

the phone. 
 

Water …  Hand water newly planted plants instead of running the whole sprinkler system. This concentrates 

the water where it’s needed most – and saves water! Once trees and plants have shed their foliage and gone dor-

mant, they require less water. Water your plants once per week if we go two or more weeks without rain. Use a 

moisture meter to help determine how dry your soil is before you water.  Run your sprinkler system manually.   

Odd Jobs …  Remove the wires and stakes on trees that have been in the ground a year or longer. Keep your 

bird feeders filled with seed and fresh water in the bird baths. 
 

Misc …  Use branches, foliage, and berries from your yard to decorate. 

“Fall Reflections”, continued from pg 1 
 

Hope you’ve enjoyed me sharing some gardening 
thoughts.  For those of you that enjoy gardening I’m 
sure you can relate.  For those that haven’t tried it 
yet, I urge you to 
explore the opportu-
nities.  Taking time 
to sit and reflect in a 
private or public gar-
den can do one’s 
health good.  “Life, 
liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness!” 

Expires Nov 30, 2012, Limit One Per Household 

 

 

Any  purchase $20.00 or 
more! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Any purchase $40.00 or 
more! 

 

We Are Thankful For YOU! 

TREE SALE In Progress!!!  Save up to 30%!!!   
Details at www.shadesofgreeninc.com/events.htm 

http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/events.htm
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Cool plants, cool gardeners.  Not many excuses not to dig a hole or two.  Usually, a lot of the new plants we 
try each year show up for sale in April.  Oddly enough we have some cool plants ready now.  Hope y’all feel 
like planting this fall.  All are hardy and can be planted anytime you can dig.  Some are tried and true; some 
are new to us and you!  Get them in the ground  now and they will grow larger and bloom longer come 
next season. 
 
Agastache x “Ava” 
30” x 30”, Full Sun, Dry conditions, ½ native (A. cana x A. barberi) 
From High country Gardens in Santa Fe, NM.  Available only by their catalog 
till now.  Deep Rose pink flowers all summer long.  Loved by hummers and 
others.  Great dried cut flowers also heat tolerant.  Plant high and dry.  Aga-
stache is the new salvia!  Please stay hip and plant some now or you will end 
up planting that spot with bland begonias. 
 

 
Echinacea “Hot Papaya” 
18-24 tall, summer to fall bloom, kinda 
native, butterflies are free 
I don’t have much faith in any new hy-
brid coneflowers doing all that well in our area.  But they are gorgeous 
and fragrant and worth a shot.  Keep them dry and a little afternoon 
shade will help keep foliage from burning.  We aren’t doing our job if 
we ain’t pushing it one way or another.   Double orange-red cone, 
tons of blooms the first year. We’ll try a new one each year and send 
pictures. 
 

 

 

Heucherella “Buttered Rum” 
Sounds yummy, no?  Not Native, shade preferred, best in 
mixed shade containers.  7”x15” white flowers in late spring.  
“Foamy Bells” do better here than it’s parents, Huechera 
and Tiarella.  Hybrids usually give you the best of its parents.  
(Kinda like kids are supposed to work.)  Cool maple-like 
leaves last year round.  Yes, morning sun is ok, but shade 
necessary the rest of the day.  Prefers well-drained soil but 
don’t we all.  Heavy clay soil?  Plant with compost.  Did we 
buy this plant because of it’s name? What do you think? 
Please don’t drink and garden. 
 

Cool Soil, Cool Plants! 
By Brice Creelman 

Agastache x “Ava” 

Echinacea “Hot Papaya” 

Heucherella “Buttered Rum” 
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“Cool Plants” continued fr pg. 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Salvia greggi “Apricot”, “Sierra 
San Antonio”, “Wild Thing” 
Same growth and needs as all Salvia greggi.  Native, 2-3’ both ways, cut 
thru season to promote more blooms.  “Apricot” – new color for us defi-
nitely.  In style for fall.  And makes a great kolache! 
 
“Sierra San Antonio” - bicolor been around quite some time and now you have enough experience to grow 
it.  A little slower than other greggi and could use a little shade in the afternoon.  Maybe short lived (2-3 
years) but in your yard could last a long time, no?  If I had a nice specimen of “Sierra San Antonio” it would 
show I know what I’m doing and my nosy neighbor wont’ have a clue as to how to do it. Make us proud! 
 
“Wild Thing” – We don’t have a reliable source for Salvia “Pink Preference” and it may be the best greggi as 
far as growth habit and flower power.  If you have “Pink Preference” check out “Wild Thing”, which is ru-
mored to be the same plant.  Hardy, perennial, native, butterflies, hot pink flowers, more upright growth.  
Probably one zone hardier also for those closer to Oklahoma.  Geez, sounds like the perfect plant, no? 

 
Sedum  “Desert Black” 
10”-12”, sun to part shade, not native. 
Oh, we’ll keep searching for a dark or black leaved sedum, 

but the heat here knocks them on their butts by June or 

July.  “Desert Black” will be best in a container and will hang 

over the side nicely with rose-pink flowers in fall.  Also, 

newer hybrid sedums will do better with a bit of afternoon 

shade. Plant with lemon coral sedum just because.   

Salvia greggi “Apricot” 

Salvia greggi “Sierra San Antonio” 

Salvia greggi “Wild Thing” 

Sedum  “Desert Black” 

Tyler Candle Close-Out! 
 

             25% OFF  25% OFF   
Your Choice, No Limit, While They Last! 


