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Fall is an excellent time to plant a tree here in North Texas.  That’s why our Annual Tree Sale begins dur-
ing autumn to encourage planting while the weather is working with us. Planting now gives your new 
tree time to start to build its root system before the growth rush of spring leaves and summer’s heat next 
year.  Remember roots before shoots! Here are some tips to consider when making your choice. 
 

What is your main goal in planting the tree?  Are you trying to cool with shade, add screening or 
privacy, or include color in your garden? 

 

Where is the location of the tree on the property?  A picture is worth a thousand words and will 
help us visualize the space to give you better recommendations with the space available.  A snap-
shot that is printed or on an iPad, smart phone, or camera is fine. 

 

Do you know what your soil type is and if there is rock present? 
 

What about drainage? Any really wet spots or very dry ones? 
 

Are there any obstacles to overcome in getting a tree to the planting location (fences, narrow 
gates, etc)? 

 

Are there any stumps or dead trees to be removed? 
 
The more of the above information you know the better we can assist you on selecting the right tree for 
the right place. 

Tips for  

Selecting a Tree By Rob Wier 
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Plant …  October is the BEST TIME FOR PLANT-BEST TIME FOR PLANT-BEST TIME FOR PLANT-

ING!  ING!  ING!   

Color … plant Pansies, Ornamental Kale, Snap-

dragons, Alyssum, Dianthus, and Mums. 

Perennials … Plant most any of them!  They’ll get 

established this fall and winter to flourish next 

year.  Dig up, divide and re-plant spring flow-

ering perennials such as daylilies, Iris, Shasta 

daisies and Oxalis.  These all benefit from thin-

ning out clumps at least every 3 years.  Share 

any surplus clumps. 

Bulbs … Daffodils and Grape Hyacinths.  (Tulip 

Bulbs need to be chilled in the fridge and 

planted later in December.)   

Wildflower seed should be planted now if you 

have not done so yet. 

Shrubs and Trees … Save some money and be 

sure to check out our ANNUAL TREE SALE! 

 

Prune …  Shrubs and perennials to groom and shape.  I 

like to leave my perennials shaggy to provide seed and 

fruit for wildlife.  This also helps to remember where 

they might be.  If you prefer to tidy up your beds, use 

plant markers to locate your perennials. 

 

Fertilize …  If you did not use GARDENVILLE 7GARDENVILLE 7GARDENVILLE 7---222---2 2 2 

in September, you can still apply it now.  BLOOD BLOOD BLOOD 

MEAL MEAL MEAL on pansies and other fall color will help them 

give their best blooms.  Apply every 6 weeks through 

winter. 
 

Pests …  Fall is a good time to apply BENEFICIAL BENEFICIAL BENEFICIAL 

NEMATODESNEMATODESNEMATODES   to control grubs, fire ants, fleas, and 

ticks.  They help keep a natural balance between good 

and bad bugs in your soil. 
 

Water …  Hand water newly planted plants to get them 

established.  Turn your sprinklers off and conserve water 

after we’ve had a rain of 1/2” or more during a weekly 

period.  Use a rain gauge to monitor your rainfall.   
 

Lawns …  Watch for Brown Patch on St. Augustine 

lawns.  This fungus prefers cool temperatures (50°-60°) 

and moisture to develop.  Use HORTICULTURAL HORTICULTURAL HORTICULTURAL 

CORNMEAL CORNMEAL CORNMEAL (not Corn Gluten Meal) to prevent Brown 

Patch, and help cure it. 
 

Other …  Check your houseplants before you bring 

them in for the winter for insect pests that might be 

hitching a ride! 

By Rob Wier 

ANY PURCHASE OF  

Pumpkins & Gourds 

OVER $20 

One coupon per household 
Expires October 31, 2012 

The GREENLEAF 

It’s Fall!!! 

Let’s Plant 

Something! 

Now Thru December 31, 2012 

Container and B&B Trees 10 Gal & Larger 

$0 to $599 

$600 to $999 

$1000 & Up 

20% OFF 

25% OFF 

30% OFF 
See Sales Associate for complete details, Container Trees planted ASAP, B&B planting begins Oct 15 

Extra charges for planting in rock, difficult access, old tree removal, fence removal, or planting outside 

 a 20 mile radius from the nursery.  

http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/events.htm
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One Coupon Per Household 
Expires October 31, 2009 

While tending to my yard one Sunday afternoon I notice my mulch was thin on a side bed.  Upon closer in-
spection I noticed the surface of the soil covered with worm castings.  So I took a trowel and dug out a 6” x 
6” x 6” sample and counted the worms.  I did three 
separate samples the same size and counted 10, 12 
and 14 worms (small to large) in each sample. 
 
I sampled my front beds I found 5-7 worms per sam-
ple.  On the other side yard, I counted 3-5 per sam-
ple, but I noticed this soil was drier since it is on the 
west side. 
 
Worms are nature’s aerators of our soil.  Their bur-
rowing and tunneling of the soil loosens up our thick, 
gooey clay and makes it more porous.  Worms con-
sume a lot of organic matter and convert it into cast-
ings which are rich in the nutrients that plants thrive 
on. 

 
We’ve said it before, “Healthy soil equals healthy plants.”  
Healthy soil is full of earthworms.  To improve your soil, let the 
earthworms do their work.   You can feed the worms by spread-
ing a layer of compost ½”-1” over your beds amongst the 
plants.  Cover this with fresh mulch and then let the earth-
worms come and mix it into your soil.   The bed I found the 
most worms in had a spongy feel as I walked over it. 
 
Gardening is about working with the natural processes in our 
world. Many people overlook creating good soil.  Good garden-
ers have great luck with their 
plants because they are con-
stantly improving their soil.  
As a bonus, you’ll know 
where to get some worms 
for that next fishing trip! 

By Rob Wier 


