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HOURS:     MON - SAT   8:00 A.M. TO 5:30 P.M. 
         SUN   10:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M 

Native 
A deciduous shrub 
3’ to 4’ both ways 
Full sun or part sun 
Propagate by fresh seed, and have cool seed pods that snap 
Orange-red blossoms summer thru fall 

No insect or disease issues 
Drought tolerant 
Attracts butterflies and hummingbirds 
Shedding Bark creates winter interest 
Perfect for some height and color in pool or patio pot 
Cleans up after itself, cut back in spring 
Does windows and cooks! ( we wish; but just kidding ) 
Never complains 

 
      Find the answer on FaceBook page!  It can be found at: 
      http://www.facebook.com/ShadesOfGreenInc 

By Brice Creelman 

http://www.facebook.com/ShadesOfGreenInc
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PLANT …  
Container grown plants, such as various Annuals, 

Perennials, Shrubs, and Trees.  Remember to 

hand-water daily for the first 7-10 days to get 

them established.   .   

Replace dead or worn-out looking plants in your 

containers.  Just pull out the old one and pop in a 

fresh vibrant one to enhance containers until you 

do a fall makeover. 

 

PRUNE …  
Trim spent blossoms, flower stalks, and ugly fo-

liage on perennials to encourage another round of 

fall growth and blooms.    

Pick-prune to maintain shape on shrubs and 

shrub-roses, such as ‘Knockout’ Roses. 

 

FERTILIZE … Use Osmocote, Colorscapes, Color 

Star, and even Superthrive on container plants to 

keep them happy and blooming in the heat.   Use 

Palm Food on palms to give them a boost during 

the warm weather. 

 

PESTS …  

Use BT (bacillus thurengensis) on bagworms  

and webworms if you have them. 

Scale is a nuisance and All Seasons Oil is still 

one of the best we’ve found to control it, and it’s 

earth-friendly also! 

Serenade is a great organic control for a broad 

range of fungal problems and we feel it is one of 

the safest products out there.   

 

WATER … Be ‘Water Wise’.  Summer’s heat is 

here so be watchful.  Check your land-

scape often and water if it is dry and 

needs it. See pg 4 for our tips on 

HAND WATERING! Use a moisture 

meter and probe around if you’re un-

certain.  The small investment in this 

$8.99 gadget could save you hundreds 

of dollars.   

 

OTHER …  

Maintain 2 to 3” of mulch in planting beds to 

conserve moisture and moderate soil tempera-

tures.  You should have no bare soil in beds.  

Now is a good time to do planning for fall plant-

ings.  Fall has the best weather and nursery stock 

so get those ideas on paper now. 

During August heat we all appreciate shade.  

Make note where to plant that tree to provide 

shade to your patio or home.  Mark the spot so 

when you plant in the fall the tree will 

shade next summer.  Remember the sun 

will have moved by fall, so make note 

now of the best location. 

Check on your newly planted trees during 

summer’s heat.  Download our Summer 

Survival Tips for Trees under the section 

Plant Care from our website:  

www.shadesofgreeninc.com 

Timely Hints 

August Coupon 

Give Me A Break! 
 (from the heat) 

$10 OFF  
Any purchase $30 or more 

(that’s like a free moisture meter!) 
 

Expires 8-31-2012         One per household please 

HOT August Special 

30% 
OFF 

Kinetic  

Sculptures 

Fountains 

Pottery 
Expires August 31, 2012 

http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/_literature_85679/Summer_Survival_Tips_For_Trees
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/_literature_85679/Summer_Survival_Tips_For_Trees
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/plantcare2.htm
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com
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Ok, I’ll admit I’m kind of a nature nerd.  I love observing the natural world around us as much as garden-
ing.  Actually, my affinity for gardening is driven to bring and attract more nature to my yard. We’ve been 
in our current home for three years and by planting a lot of diverse plants we have our own little urban 

nature area. 
 
The other morning I sat on the back patio reading in the morning with 
6-8 Gulf Frittilary butterflies flying about.  Now my “Blue Crown” Pas-
sion vine is covered with larvae 
(caterpillars) of various sizes 
and flying adult butterflies.  
Black Swallowtail larvae feed 
on our parsley and then a few 
weeks later we have the flying 

adults.  We are enjoying our third generation of them by late July. 
 
Everyone’s favorite, a pair of Black Chinned Hummingbirds, has 
been visiting daily since early April.  We have a feeder but they 

really prefer the various Sal-
vias, Agastache, and Turks Cap in the beds. 
 
I’ve got some bird feeders up and House Finches, Cardinals, Doves, 
Chickadees and of course, House Sparrows all make a few stops a day.  
The Dove and Cardinals serve as my natural alarm clock every morn-
ing just before sunrise.   We do have more rabbits since our two old 
dogs passed in December, but they don’t’ seem to be very destruc-
tive.  They just nibble a bit 
here and there. 
 

I’ve noticed a Cicadae Killer Wasp flying around checking my trees 
for Cicadae.  These giant wasps attack the Cicadae, lay eggs on 
them then bury them in an underground burrow.  Consequently, 
I’ve hardly heard any Cicadae in our trees. 

 
Every day is something new with 
nature. We’ve had many more 
natural visitors since installing our landscaping and adding a lot of diver-
sity.  You have to admit, just hollies, hawthorns, and lawn are kind of bor-
ing.  We have over seven acres of plants that can provide a little biodiver-
sity to your urban setting.  Come in, we will help you choose “The Right 
Plant for The Right Place.” 

By 
Rob 
Wier 
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As I write this it is late July and for the last three weeks I’ve been checking on 
plantings for our clients.  Every one of the plantings needed some hand watering 
to supplement the twice a week irrigation.  None of us enjoy being out in the 
summer heat, but hand watering should be done two to three times a week be-
tween irrigation cycles. You can choose to do it in the cool of the morning or late
-evening to make it easier on yourself.  Just visiting your yard and checking up on 
your plantings will help you catch problems before plants wither. 
 
All of us at the nursery hand water to supplement and to keep our gardens look-
ing nice thru summer.  The more experience your get at it, you’ll be able to spot 

wilting and parched plants in your yard and provide them that refreshing drink they desperately need. 
 
How much and how often?  I can give you general answers because condi-
tions vary from plant to plant, location, exposure, etc.  So you have to go out 
and check and find out for yourself what works. 
 
Here are some general guidelines to help: 
 

 Potted plants need daily watering above 90 , sometimes twice a day if 

over 105 . 
 New plants need watering almost every other day.  Water them at the 

base to ensure their root ball is getting the water. 
 For new trees, use a Gator bag 2-3 times a week or a hose set to a pencil 

sized trickle for deep soaking.  Trees planted in an area that is not irrigated that becomes dry and 
cracked, need double the soaking time.  The dry soil surrounding a tree will pull the moisture away 
from the tree. 

 On established plantings sometimes individual plants need a little extra watering. 
 When in doubt, a moisture meter will help. 
 Check your irrigation system every two weeks, sometimes a head is not working properly and dry 

spots develop. 
 
Your plants are like us, they need more water during summer’s heat, so 
don’t forget them. You can water the plants that need it by hand versus 
running the whole irrigation system.  So spend some time with your plant-
ings and they will reward you with beauty. 

BY ROB WIERBY ROB WIER  

No guessing with a Moisture Meter!   
This $8.99 tool can save you BIG BUCKS by identifying dried out soil. 


