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 By Brice Creelman 
What? Another Salvia!  Like Chicken recipes 
you can’t have enough of them. 

 
For those of you who are keeping score, we 
promoted this plant back 3-4 years ago.  
When I first saw it, I thought the flower 
stems were too long and sparse when 
blooming.  I was wrong. When it has grown 
in the ground it becomes much fuller.  
Crossed in an Austin garden with Salvia darc-
cyi and Salvia microphylla, makes it a nice 
local plant.  Winter and summer hardy, full 
sun to a little shade late in the day.  24” tall 
and wide with 15” spikes of dark orange red blooms all season long.   Cut back and it ex-
plodes again in the fall.  It’s native enough for us. 
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Plant …  Heat loving color!   

Sun lovers include Zinnias, Lantana, Periwinkle (Vinca), and Pentas. 

For shade you can plant Caladiums (bunch them together for the best show), Impatiens, Coleus, and Torenia. 

For tropical patio color, plant Mandevillia, Hibiscus, Euryops Daisy, and Duranta … these will spice up your 

outdoor living area. 

Plant Perennials!  You know we‟ll have the “RIGHT” ones for you that provide color and are well-adapted. 

Container Trees and large shrubs can be planted. Invest in a Treegator® bag for the best results for keeping 

your trees and shrubs irrigated.  We recommend postponing planting large Balled & Burlaped trees until fall due 

to summer‟s heat. 

 

Prune … 
As necessary to shape.  Try to let plants grow naturally and “pick prune” rather than “hedge”. (Remember what we 

taught you in pruning class!) 
 

Fertilize …   
Time for the second application of Gardenville 7-2-2. We had numerous testimonials from customers that the Gar-

denville helped their turf survive the water restrictions well.  Use Colorscapes or Color Star on blooming plants – 

annuals, perennials, and especially planted color bowls and tropicals to keep them happy and blooming all summer. 

 

Water …    
As Needed.  We have helpful handouts in the nursery and online at our website under the “Plant Care” link.  Hand-

water newly planted plants daily for the first two weeks to make sure they get established.  Even drought tolerant 

plants need this extra care in the beginning until they get settled in.  Remember to use your Treegator® bag as an 

efficient watering tool on large trees and shrubs.  Consider converting your planting beds to drip irrigation.  Water 

efficient properties are going to become the “norm” just as energy efficient homes have become.  You‟ll recoup your 

investment in drip irrigation along with having a nice looking landscape. Remember to have someone take care of 

your potted containers while on vacation. Or we can help you re-plant them when you return. 

 

Pests …   
Check shrubbery and Crape Myrtles for scale.  We carry Horticultural Oil, which is a very good control product.  

We also carry BT (bacillus thurengensis) to control webworms and/or bagworms.  It‟s an organic control so it is safe 

around people, pets, and wildlife.  Just don‟t apply it to host plants of those butterflies you‟ve been admiring.  

Spread Soil Sulphur granules on dry turf areas to prevent those dreaded „chiggers‟.  Check newly planted trees for 

borers, we have a product that will control them.   
 

Other… 
Mulch – to conserve moisture and regulate soil temperatures. 

Mosquitos – we carry a granular product called “YardSafe” by Cedarcide, which can be spread to reduce mos-

quitoes. Use „Mosquito Dunks‟ in fountains and ponds to kill them when they are in their larvae stage. We 

have Mosquito sticks that smell great and will ward them off while outdoors.  

 

Veggies… 
Fertilize with Lady Bug soil food for healthy growth. 

Mulch all of your veggies with compost to prevent soil particles getting on foliage and causing disease problems. 

Sprinkle Horticultural Corn Meal over the mulch to hinder soil borne diseases. 

Check daily and harvest in the cooler hours of the AM and PM. Remember how quick that squash can grow 

overnight. If you have excess, donate to local food banks. 

 

By Rob Wier 
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By Robert Wier 

SURVIVAL TIPS: 
 

 Check the root ball of the tree for proper 

moisture.  I’ve seen root balls of trees be dry, es-

pecially container trees, while the soil adjacent 

was moist.  Check down at least 3-4”.  Use a mois-

ture meter if in doubt. 

 

 Container trees will use more water than 

balled and burlapped (B&B) since they have 

more roots in the root ball.  Also, if the potting soil 

of the root ball is exposed to the air, it can dry out 

quicker than the adjacent soil.  Mulch over it to 

prevent this. 

 

 In periods of strong winds, trees lose water 

rapidly.  Give additional water during windy peri-

ods that last more than one day. 
 

 Remember our watering guidelines given out 

with trees are “general” guidelines.  Due to the 

many variables, weekly observations, or better 

yet, twice weekly, are best. 

 

 Make arrangements for your trees to be 

cared for when out of town for a week or more. 

Like your pets, your new trees need TLC when you 

are away too.  

 

 We carry “Treegators”, those green bags that 

can be attached around the tree trunk and filled 

with water.  These can be used to water and ap-

ply “Superthrive”.  Come by the nursery to see 

how they work.   

 

  

 “Superthrive” should be used at least once 

per month.  Mix one cap-full per gallon of water 

and then one gallon of mixture per caliper inch of 

the trunk applied on the rootball.  Use as often as 

weekly on stressed trees. 

 

 Replenish mulch or compost around the root-

ball.  However, don’t get excessive (over 3” of 

material) because you can reduce the amount 

of air to the root ball.  Do not pile mulch up on the 

trunk.   

 

 

 Check the tension of guy straps if the tree is 

staked.  Untie the straps at the stake, tighten and 

re-tie.  Swaying too much causes new roots to 

sever and lengthens tree establishment. 

 

 Look for signs of stress or problems.  If you see 

abnormal growth or have concerns, give us a 

call, send us a picture via email, or best yet, 

come in with a sample.  We will ask a lot of ques-

tions, so the better you know your tree and what 

it’s doing, the better we can assist. 

 

 Borers can be attracted to newly planted 

trees.  We have a chemical treatment that can 

prevent and stop them.  It provides control for up 

to 12 months.  

 

 Change takes place slower in trees than say 

annuals or perennials.  If you loose leaves from 

drought it takes three to four weeks to generate 

new ones.  Be patient, the first year is to establish 

new roots.  

 

Here are some tips to help your newly planted trees cope with their first summer.  We plant a couple 

thousand trees per year and may lose less than five percent on an average.  However, those cus-

tomers who take an active interest in their investment (a living thing) and check their trees weekly 

have a good planting experience. 
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 We’ve been selling a perennial Pipevine 
(Aristolochia fimbriata) for the last 6 – 7 years.  In 
the spring, about mid-April, adult Pipevine Swallow-
tails lay their eggs on this plant.  The caterpillars 

(larvae) devour the foliage of this little trailing 
plant. 

 
This year we had a rash of calls at the end of April.  
Some gardener’s caterpillars had eaten their plants 
wholly to the ground and they needed more to feed 
these voracious larvae.  Naturally, the earliest and 
strongest caterpillars get their fill while the ones 
that hatch late don’t get enough to survive.  Now,  
in late May, I see lots of newly hatched adults flut-

tering about the nursery.  On our own stand of 
Pipevine in our gardens here we have the next gen-
eration of caterpillars already feeding on the foliage 
that has re-grown over the last month.  So the cycle 
continues.  Pipevine grows new foliage from its 
roots, caterpillars feast, then pupate into adults and 

lay a new round of eggs.  I’m not certain how many 
generations a year are produced.  I’ll leave that to 
your lepidopterist out there.  I simply enjoy observ-
ing another of nature’s cycles in our gardens. 

By  
Rob  
Wier 

Pipevine Swallowtail eggs on the back of 
a pipevine leaf 

Pipevine swallowtail chrysalis 

Pipevine Swallowtail caterpillars munching 
away! 

 Adult 
Pipevine 

Swallowtail  
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Succulent bowls are great accents that  
hold up well to summer’s heat.  Yes, even 
you can grow them!  Here’s how to plant 
one up: 

 
Step #1: Mix good 
quality potting soil 
50/50 with Expanded 
Shale.  The shale give 
great drainage yet re-
tains just the right 
amount of moisture. 

 
Step #2: Fill con-
tainer to within 4” 
of top with soil/
shale mixture.  
 

Step #3: Add Plants.  
Don’t be afraid to fill 
(stuff really) the 
planter full! 
 

Step #4: Add soil/
shale mixture to fill 
in cracks and crev-
ices between your 
plants. 
 
 

Step #5: Sprinkle top of 
soil with Osmocote and 
top dress with 1/2” layer 
of expanded shale. 
 

 
 
 

Step #6: Accessorize with 
some drift wood, unusual 
rocks or other unique 
items. 
 
Step #7: Water well to 
settle in plants and soil.  
Water at least weekly or 
as needed                                     
during summer. 

 
 
See you can 

plant and 
grow these!  

Enjoy! 

By Rob Wier 

Step # 3—Add Plants 

Step # 1—soil/shale mix 

Step # 2—Add Soil Mix 

Step #4—Fill in cracks 

Step # 5A—Osmocote 

Step # 5B— Top Dress 

Step # 6—Accessorize 



City of Dallas 
Water-Wise Landscape Tour  

Saturday, June 2, 2012 

City of Dallas Water Utilities, City of Dallas Stormwater Management, City of Dallas Park & Rec-

reation, Texas AgriLife Extension, the Dallas County Master Gardeners and the Town of Addison 

are teaming up with surrounding cities to demonstrate the beauty of Water-Wise and EarthKind™ 

gardening with the 18th annual Water-Wise Landscape Tour. 

The first 100 visitors at each of the three tour headquarters will receive a free hose nozzle. For more 

information on this tour, call the Water Conservation Hotline at (214) 670-3155 Monday-Friday 

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

For Tour Maps & More Info See: http://savedallaswater.com/

Be Smart & 

Green  

Show Us Your 

Coupon On 

Your Smart 

Phone & Save 

Paper & Ink 

Plant Plant Plant    

Your Favorite Your Favorite Your Favorite    

Water WiseWater WiseWater Wise   

PerennialsPerennialsPerennials   

Buy 6 or 

Buy 6 or 

More
More  

30%30%
OFF
OFF  

Please Present Coupon At Time Of Purchase 

Offer expires June 30, 2012         Limit One Per Household 

Remember To Visit Our Website For Promotions and Events! 
www.ShadesOfGreenInc.com 

Tour Tickets  

Available At  
 

Shades 

Of Green 

http://savedallaswater.com/wwlt/

