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As I write this we have been experiencing nice mild weather for January.  Winter is bound to 
return soon, but mid- February is a great time to get your yard ready for spring.  I perform my 
spring cleanup, mulching, and feeding during the last half of the month.  I’ll be too busy at the nursery 
March thru May to spend much time in my own yard.  The nice benefit is I can sit back and enjoy my yard 
coming alive in March on my precious days off. 
 
Here are the simple steps of my spring cleanup plan.  It has worked well for me over the years.  By mid-
month you can trim, groom and cleanup all your beds.  I trim any perennials that require it and cleanup old 
and dead foliage.  Trim back roses and shape them.  Trim shrubs by pick-pruning to control size and shape 
Trim up ornamental trees to cleanup low branches and thin out crowded growth and minor shaping (Tree 
Pruning class coming up, see pg 6 for details!).   
 
Next, I cleanup leaves and debris in the beds and then pull any weeds that might be trying to come up.  
Now improve your soil’s health with a 1/2” to 1” layer of compost sprinkled on the surface of the beds 
around the plantings.  This is an easy task with no need to work it into the soil; the earthworms will do it 
for you! 
 
Now, I apply “Greensand” and “Gardenville 7-2-2” on the beds.  I also fertilize my trees.  You can 
download instructions by clicking on “How To Fertilize Your Tree” on the Plant Care tab on our website, 
www.shadesofgreeninc.com.  I’ve tried numerous methods and found this to be the easiest and very effec-
tive way to increase the growth and vigor of shade trees.  And finally, I top dress with a fresh 2” layer of 
mulch for the year. 
 
Now I can sit back and watch my plants sprout and emerge from their winter slumber in March.  One 
parting thought; performing a cleanup involves a lot of healthy exercise.  I always wonder how many calo-
ries we burn doing gardening and what treat I can afford as a result!    

By Rob Wier 
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http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/_literature_85677/How_To_Fertilize_Your_Tree
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com
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Plant …  Cool season annual color such as  

Alyssum, Snapdragons, and Dianthus.  Plant Peren-
nials, Shrubs, and Trees, too!!  We have a great se-
lection of the best and hardiest varieties of trees for 
our area.  From large shade trees to smaller sized 
ornamental trees … you can plant them now.  New 
arrivals fresh from our farm – include Chinese Pis-
tache, Lacey Oak, and Shantung Maple. Now is the 
time to move or transplant dormant trees and 
shrubs.   

Prune …  Finish dormant season pruning 

(major pruning) on trees and shrubs this month.  
You may clean up your perennials to get ready for 
March’s spring weather.  Come to the Tree Pruning 
Class on February 23 at 9AM, if you need guidance.  
See pg 6 for more info. Remember prune with a 
purpose.  Only you can prevent “Crape Murder”! 
Prune Roses in mid-month. Prune groundcovers late 
in the month to tidy up. Wait till March to prune on 
freeze damage. 
 

Fertilize …  Late February (around the 17th-

28th) is time to fertilize your whole yard with Gar-
denville 7-2-2.  Lawns, beds, vegetable gardens, 
shrubs, and trees all will benefit. Download our arti-
cle ‘How To Fertilize Your Tree’ from our website, 
or pick up a copy at the nursery.   
 

Apply Greensand now as well.  Greensand is a natu-
ral source of iron.  Our clay soils hold onto iron 
tightly, so I encourage you to apply Greensand in 
February and in September to provide plenty of iron 
for your plants, especially evergreens.  Hollies, Mag-
nolias, Live Oaks, etc. These plants maintain green 
foliage through the winter and utilize more iron in 
their foliage to keep those leaves green in the win-
ter.  Applying Greensand on an annual basis re-
places the iron that gets depleted as these plants 
establish. 

Continue to apply Bloodmeal on 
Pansies and other annual color 
every two weeks for eye-popping color. 
 

Water …   Leave the sprinkler controller in 

the OFF position. If we don’t get a 1/2” of rain 

every two weeks, consider watering manually once 
every two weeks. A rain/freeze sensor installed on 
your sprinkler system will save $$$ over the year 
and most irrigators aren’t busy now so get one if 
you don’t have one.  Please continue to be respon-
sible with your water use.  
 

Pests …  Use Dormant Oil to control scale on 

Crape Myrtles, Hollies, Live Oaks, and other plants.  
Remember, the first step is to identify the pests, 
then use an appropriate control.  
 

Weed Prevention …   Mid-February to 

late February is time to apply Corn Gluten Meal to 
inhibit weeds from developing from seed.  This is a 
preventative measure, so it won’t cure existing 
weeds, but it can prevent new ones from coming 
up.  [Pick up a copy of our information ‘Organic Gar-
dening 101 and Calendar’ at the nursery or download it 
from our website.] 

 

OTHER…Got Bunnies? – We have a great 

product in the nursery we have been using to stop 
rabbit damage on our plants. “Animal Stopper” is 
available both as a granular or liquid product and 
has been keeping the rabbits at bay for us. The 
product is safe, organic and comes with satisfaction 
guaranteed. This product is working for us, so if you 
have a rabbit problem give it a try. It will work bet-
ter than Mr. McGregor’s garden fence! 

http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/events.htm
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/events.htm
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/events.htm
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/_literature_85677/How_To_Fertilize_Your_Tree
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/LiteratureRetrieve.aspx?ID=85671
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/LiteratureRetrieve.aspx?ID=85671
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It used to be common to pack up the car with the 
kids and dogs and head to the local nursery to scout out the new arri-
vals and old favorites each spring.  Getting a little dirt under your 
fingernails was expected and enjoyed!  You did it to experience life’s 
little pleasure of watching something grow and thrive.  Not to men-
tion the pleasure a new hummingbird or butterfly sighting while you 

are working amongst the garden. 
 
But I have seen this trend changing over the years.  There are still the ones that like selecting and pur-
chasing their plants.  It gives them a good feeling.  Some customers don’t like to do the work but do enjoy 
the end results of improving their outdoor living space.  Some just don’t have the time or know-how to 
garden.  Now-a-days they make a list of what they want their gardener to do and send him or her to the 
nursery to purchase and plant the list.  We are seeing more and more of this.  And that’s all right as long 
as you are happy with the results.  That’s really what is most important!  Whether you do it or have it 
done let our knowledgeable staff help you select the right plant for the right place.  We have a great se-
lection available and are getting new stock in every day.  Come on out and see us this spring.  See the new 
and exciting introductions we have to offer! 

Hurry!, While They Last! 

Please Present Coupon,  

Expires February 28, 2013 

GARDENVILLE 

CORN 

GLUTEN 

MEAL 

GREENSAND 

Love Your Yard 

$5.00 OFF 
When You Buy Two  

Of These Items Your Yard 

Needs This February 

Must Present Coupon 

Not valid with any other offer 

Expires Feb 28, 2013 

By Jeff McCauley 

Where Have All The  
                        Gardeners Gone? 

HINT, HINT—Valentine’s Day Ideas 

Plant a Rose Bush 

A Passion Vine 

Sports Stone for His Team 

Herb or Color Bowl 

Sweet Love Song of a Wind Chime 

Anything Your Heart Desires Gift Certificate 

Landscape Consultation or Design 
 

Remember Your Sweetheart!! 
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NICE! Plant OF The Season 
Mexican Feathergrass 

Nassella tenuissima: Small-medium perennial grass with airy foliage 
by Dr. Becca Dickstein 

   
Description: Mexican Feathergrass (Nassella 

tenuissima) is native to west Texas, New Mexico 

and Mexico.  It is small-medium sized fountain-like 

bunchgrass, growing 1-2 feet tall, with flower spikes 

adding up to an additional foot in height. It has 

finely textured light green leaves that are tightly 

furled inward giving them a graceful, filamentous 

look.   

 

Flowers and Seeds: Mexican Feathergrass flowers 

in late spring with 6-12 inch silvery-white to very 

light green spikelet flower clusters or panicles that 

stand above the leaves.  The flowers have slender 

awns that are 2-3 inches long.  The panicles ripen to 

golden brown in the summer and into fall. 

 

Planting sites: Mexican Feathergrass thrives in full 

sun and can tolerate partial shade.  It does well in most soil types, but it must have good drainage.  

 

Watering Instructions: Like many Texas natives, Mexican Feathergrass may need supplemental 

water during its first growing season. After it is established, it will thrive with existing rainfall.  It is 

drought tolerant, although it can go dormant during an extended drought.  It cannot tolerate exces-

sive moisture. 

  

Comments: Mexican Feathergrass is used in landscapes because of its airy delicate foliage that 

sways gently in the breeze.  Its soft leaves provide contrast to more rigid leaves of other plants and 

garden hardscape.  Because of its small size, Mexican Feathergrass can be grown in containers. It 

can be propagated by seed, collected in summer by combing through the plant.  After three seasons 

of growth, Mexican Feathergrass' leaves persist throughout the winter.  Even though it is mostly dor-

mant, cutting it can slow the plant down from its new growth in the spring, so don't cut it back until 

new spring growth appears. Mexican Feathergrass' leaves may be used by birds for nesting material.  

It is deer resistant.  

 

 

Look for the NICE! Plant of the Season signs and information sheets on your next visit to a partici-

pating North Texas nursery.  Thank you for using native plants in your landscapes.   

 

Trinity Forks Chapter, Native Plant Society of Texas Meetings are the 4th Thursdays in Jan, Feb, 

Mar, Apr, May, Sep & Oct at 6:30 pm,  in TWU’s Ann Stuart Science Complex, in Denton, TX. 

Photo courtesy of Cecil Carter 
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What Gardening Topic Are You Curious About? 

 

We are always interested in sharing information to assist you in 
gardening better.  But what topics are you are curious about, 
would attend a class on, or read a newsletter article written 
about?  Please send us your ideas and suggestions in an email to 
info@shadesofgreeninc.com.  Or let us know next time you drop 
in or by phone.  Your suggestions are always welcomed.  Thanks! 

It’s late January, outside it is gray and raining.  People may look at rain and say the traffic 
will be bad today, or “Rats, I can’t work outside today.”  I look at rain and think about the 
lakes refilling, a new landscape or winter annuals responding to the added moisture. I 
imagine the roots of trees and shrubs saying thank you for a break in the summer or fall drought.  I like rain 
and count each storm as a blessing.  Here in North Texas we are seeing more about the drought conditions 
and our water usage.  Cities have water restrictions.  We see articles in the local media regarding usage and 
the need for new lakes and pipelines.  Many areas of Texas are enduring extended years in drought.   
 
So how will water restrictions influence your efforts in the garden?  Think about the soil first.  
 

Amend the soil with compost, to break up and loosen the existing native soil, making water and nutri-
ents more available.  Our clay soil holds water very well but does not release it to plants well at all.  The 
single best thing you can do for the soil is add compost.  The second best thing for the soil, add more 
compost.  An amended soil is the foundation to healthy plant growth.   
Mulch is an essential component to keeping soil cool and moisture in the soil.  In most cases if you don’t 
cover the soil, nature will do the covering for you in the form of unwanted plants commonly known as 
weeds! 
Select plants that are adaptive to the extremes we encounter here.  Native and well adapted plants are a 
great way to create a new garden or to incorporate into an existing garden.  Learn the sun exposures for 
your garden, use plants with similar sun and moisture needs together.   
When possible use drip or soaker irrigation, it keeps that expensive  water closer to the soil, thus less 
water is lost to evaporation and more available to the plants roots.   
Look for ways to keep rainwater in the garden longer.  Cisterns, rain barrels, ponds, and rain gardens 
help.  

 
Over the year I’ll be sharing my plant favorites, old as well as new introductions that are tested in my home 
garden.  Rob, Jeff, and Brice have all talked about many of these plants in this newsletter.  I hope not to be 
repetitious.  I look forward to sharing my thoughts and my garden.   
 
In closing, remember it is easier to work with the environment than against it.  A beautiful garden is to be 
enjoyed in all seasons.  So bring on the rain and learn to dance! 

By Tammie Jost 

mailto:info@shadesofgreeninc.com


Learn to Prune Like A Pro! 
 

Our next FREE tree pruning class is in partnership with Frisco’s Urban 
Forestry Board.  We will cover basic tools, their use and care. We will also 
cover proper pruning of Crape Myrtles and basic of trimming shade trees.  
The class and demonstration will be held at: 
 

Frisco Commons Park—Main Pavilion 
8000 McKinney Rd, Frisco, TX 75034 

9 AM—10AM, Saturday, February 23, 2013 
Dress for weather if needed 

 
We strongly suggest bringing your spouse so you both can hear the same 
information!  Believe me, this will facilitate the pruning and its discussion. 

No Crape Murder Please! 

Don’t Just Cut  

Off The Top! 

Remember To Visit www.ShadesOfGreenInc.com 
For Promotions and Events! 
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               While visiting Aggieland recently I drove by                                  
                                                    the birthplace of Shades Of Green!  

209 N Logan St, Bryan, TX. 
This is the house where it all started by two 
Aggie Horticulture students.  I was sur-
prised that the house  is still standing (its 
over 130 years 
old)!  An neighbor 
of ours at the time 
told us it was the 
oldest house in 
the neighborhood.  

And now, our location at the historic Standifer 
homestead on Coit Road, in Frisco! 

And spreading through-
out area neighborhoods! 

And Our Tree Farm near   
Collinsville on the north 
side of Lake Ray Roberts! 

http://goo.gl/maps/jPGmy

