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2013 Gardening Resolutions! 
 

P lant something to make you happy! Some suggestions: 

 Herbs and/or veggies to cook with. 

 A Color bowl by the front or back porch to greet you with beauty each 
day.  You’ll smile every time you see it! 

 A Hummingbird or Butterfly garden to add diversity to your yard. 

 Long blooming perennials to brighten up your landscape and add color 
all summer long.  Plant these now for a head start growing a good root 
system before summer’s heat.  

 A tree to provide cooling shade from summer’s heat.  
You deserve to be happy, so plant something and brighten up your days!  

 

E xplore using organic gardening options.  Learn to work with nature not try to 
control it.  We can help with coaching and advice.  It’s better for your yard 

and our environment! 
 

L earn how to operate your irrigation system.  Some cities, such as Frisco, have 
staff that will perform an audit and assist you with it’s operation.  Check out 
our Useful Links page for contact info to your local water department. The 

time spent familiarizing yourself with it will save you money. You’ll also feel good knowing you are helping 
do your part by being a good steward of our precious water resources.   

 

A ddress and tackle that problem area of your yard.  Do you have a drainage 
problem that needs attention?  A thin lawn area due to excess shade? Or 

Outdated shrubbery? Winter is an ideal time to get a consultation and do plan-
ning before springs rush and long wait times.  
 
 

By Rob Wier 

Continued on page 3, see “Resolutions” 

http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/useful-links.htm
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Smiling Faces Wanted For Spring Part-Time  
If you love gardening and thrive in an upbeat, service-focused, outdoor environment, we have an 

opportunity for you this spring. We will be adding to our part-time nursery sales staff.  Here is 

what we will be looking for: 

 

 A smiling face and helpful attitude is a must. 

 Local Plant knowledge is a plus. 

 Gardening and retail experience very helpful. 

 Weekend availability especially helpful. 

 Non-smokers will be preferred. 

 

If this describes you, please come in and fill out an application or you can fax your resume to 

ATTN:Rob  at our fax line: 972-377-2022, or email to rob@shadesofgreeninc.com and use 

‘employment’ in the subject line.  We plan to interview prospects during January, hire and train 

staff in February, and have you BUSY in March through May! 

Plant …  Trees! Shrubs and perennials can all 

be planted now as well. We’ve encouraged people for 
years to plant year-round, and more people are tak-
ing advantage of our winter season to plant.  Now is 

also a good time to transplant trees, shrubs, 
and perennials. So move that Crape Myrtle instead 

of chopping it off the house each year.  If not in the 
ground already, you can plant tulips bulbs now. 
 

Prune …  Shrubs to shape if needed.  Major trim-
ming on trees can be done now if needed.  Come to 

our Pruning Class on Saturday, January 12th 
and we’ll be glad to demonstrate how to prune on 
most plants.  In the greenhouse, so come on out rain 
or shine.  We suggest you bring your spouse along so 
you can both learn about proper pruning techniques. 
 

Fertilize …Pansies every two weeks with Blood-
meal.  Use Superthrive on any newly planted 

trees monthly. 
 

Water …Hand-water newly planted flowers or 

plants weekly with a hose.  Keep your sprinkler on 
Manual Mode and only water if we get less than one-
half inch of rain every two weeks this month.  Re-

member, your landscape requires hardly any water 
during the dormant months (Dec-Feb).  Conserve 
that water for later this summer. 
 

Pests …  Apply Dormant Oil on trees shrubs to 

control scale especially if you’ve had it on them be-
fore, such as Crape Myrtles. 
Spray existing, noticeable and pesky weeds in your 

dormant turf with a Vinegar and Oil Solution on 

sunny, warmer days as an organic post emergent 
weed control. (Mix undiluted 20% Vinegar with 2oz. 
Orange Oil and 2 drops liquid soap.) 
  

Other Bits and Pieces … 

Mulch bare soil. 

Put leaves in compost pile. 

Cover blooming Pansies and color bowls with  

N-Sulate frost cloth during cold spells below 25° F. 

Start doing garden planning so you’ll be ready for 
spring.  Spring is only about 10 weeks away! Our 
design and installation ser-
vice will begin to build a 
wait time so get on the 
schedule now! 

 

By Rob Wier 

mailto:rob@shadesofgreeninc.com
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S pend more time in  your yard.  Being outdoors is healthy for mind 
and body.  People who spend time in their yards notice little issues 

before they become big problems.  Before long your yard will be your fa-
vorite “room” of the house. 
 

T ake a stroll along a park greenbelt or visit a public garden.  These 
are great places to get inspiration for your yard.  I’ve always said 

that Mother Nature is the best garden 
designer, take time to enjoy her work! 
 

p ass on gardening skills to the children in your life.  Take time to in-
troduce them to growing and caring for plants.  Have a picky eater?  

Fun Fact: Kids will eat almost anything that they have grown  This is a 
great way to introduce new vegetables to them.   

A New Year,  

A New Guarantee 
 

 We have been providing quality plants for over thirty five years for our customers.  As of January 1, 2013 
we are updating our guarantee on plants.  Our promise has always been and still is to provide you with a 
healthy plant true to variety and free of pest and disease.    
 
Beginning now, we guarantee cash & carry plants for 30 days from purchase.  Trees and shrubs, 15 gallons 
and larger, that we plant are guaranteed 1 year from planting.  Trees and plants, 10 gallon smaller, that we 
plant are guaranteed for thirty days from planting.   
 
Why the change?  We want to be able to continue to provide you with the highest quality plant material 
at competitive prices.  And frankly, it’s to encourage customers to take a more active role in caring for new 
plants.  It’s unfortunate but some fine plants have been neglected by customers and the losses have 
mounted.  We’ve been forgiving in the past but now we want people to take responsibility for the life of 
their plants. Even a great plant will perish without care as would a pet without proper water and care.  
The majority of lost plants die from improper watering or neglect.  Plant’s just don’t have time delayed ail-
ments that causes them to die after six months.   
 
For those gardeners out there that have had great success with our plants, you know it’s the care and at-
tention you give that makes a plant perform well long term.   For those that are unsure, no worries!  We 
are here to assist and coach you on proper care.  Our goal is for you to be successful. 
 
We still offer the same high quality plants we always have, and provide gardening information to help 
them perform.  Our new guarantee is to encourage customers to take a more active role in their gardens.   

“Resolutions”, continued from pg 1 
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FRUIT TREE SALE 

$5 OFF 

$15 OFF 

$30 OFF 

5 Gallon 

10 Gallon 

30 Gallon 

Offer Expires January 31, 2013 

Plant Of The Month 
By Brice Creelman 

 

Stemodia lanata 

[stem-od-ia] 
 

Old Name:  Stemodia tomentosa 
Common Name:  Woolly Stemodia 

 
I was as surprised as you were by the name change.  
You don’t think about a plant for 4-5 years and “they” go and rename a rela-
tively unknown but great native plant.  Woolly Stemodia is a low growing, 
(4-6”) fast spreading (3’) silver leafed ground cover that can take the worst 
conditions you an throw at it.  Dryer is always better.  Use Stemodia to cover 
ugly ground or to cascade down a wall or around large rocks.  If the leaves 
start to get a little green, it is staying too wet or too shady.  If you have a spot where Blackfoot Daisy 
is thriving, so will Stemodia.  Even in a hanging basket or a mixed planter.  Small, light blue flowers 
cover the plant when in bloom from late spring (April) on and off through frost.  It is deciduous 
(dormant) in winter, however.  Some mild years you will have some foliage.  Cut back when you see 
new growth in the spring – or it may not even need it.  Grey side up, please.  You can see Stemodia 
planted at Frisco Garden Club’s Freedom Meadow garden located at Warren Park.  


