
Good thing we planted a Salvia ‘Teresa’ here at the Garden Center! The last 
source we had for Teresa discontinued it last year.  Near as I can tell, we may be the last hold-out that 
offers her for sale in the state of Texas. Teresa was found in the Hill Country as a sport (variation) of 
Salvia greggi pink.   
 
Teresa blooms are white with three pink strips down each blossom.  If you have Teresa planted, watch 

out for her to revert back to pink.  Very rarely happens and seems like 
the older your plant gets the less it will happen.  Cut out any pink parts 
as you see them.  Big plantings of Teresa along Preston Road in Frisco.   
Cut Teresa, and all greggi back in early spring and then as often as you 
like thru the year.  Blooms best on new wood. Don’t feel bad about cut-
ting back hard, it will bloom much nicer.   
 
Loved by hummingbirds and butterflies.  Native. Nice conversation 
piece cause it seems like it will be rare in any landscapes.  We have de-
cided its worth keeping this plant available.  Do your part and find a 
spot for one.  I’m starting to tear up over this crazy plant.  Poor Teresa 
can’t get no love! 

Salvia greggi ‘Teresa’ 
24”x30” High & 18”x24” Wide 
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Plant … 
*Add COLOR to your planting beds if they don’t say WOW!  It is hot, so add some of those bright, bold 

colors – hot pinks, yellows, and reds.  Periwinkle, Purslane, and Lantana love this heat.  Replace those 
few plants in your containers that are looking weak with something fresh and blooming. 

*Now is the best time to choose Crape Myrtles for color.  Be sure to check the mature size for the one you 
choose and be sure to give it the right space.  Remember you can prevent ‘Crape Murder’ by selecting 
the correct mature size.  Bring a picture and measurements of your space, we will help you! 

*Container trees can be planted as long as you are prepared to water and tend to your new tree properly.  
For the best chance of success we suggest waiting until fall for B&B (balled and burlap) trees.   

 
Prune … As needed to shape errant growth.  Consider abandoning that old-fashioned hedging technique 
and let your plants grow naturally.  Really, those little meatballs and cubes went out with bell bottoms.  
Spent blooms and flower stalks can be removed from perennials. 
 
Fertilize … with Gardenville 7-2-2 for everything if you didn’t back in June.  Use Colorscapes, Color 
Star or Osmocote on color  plantings and pots.  Most tropicals bloom on new growth so fer tilize well 
to keep them growing and blooming.  For those with Palms, we have a good Palm Food to help them. 
 
Water … Be ‘Water Wise’.  Follow your cities restrictions.  Follow the cycle and soak method, hand wa-
ter these thirsty plants between soakings.  Consider installing drip irrigation in beds and even small lawn 
areas.  We need to conserve to make it thru the summer into fall.  No one wants to go to Stage 4!  If you 
are not sure, there is lots of free help.  You can find information, help, and advice on most city websites 
(many are on our Useful Links page of our website).  Texas A&M Agrilife Extension has info, and you can 
find more under our Plant Care page on our own website.  
 
Pests …  
*Tackle fire ants with a three-pronged attack: 

1) Molasses drives them out of your yard and improves your soil’s health. 
2) ‘Come and Get It’ is bait which can be used on mounds or over your entire yard. 
3) Mound Drench those stubborn ant mounds to get back at ’em quickly. 

*Watch for Scale on Crape Myrtles, Hollies, and Magnolias.  Spray with ‘All Season’s Oil’ and smother 
the little plant suckers. 

*For the fungus among us we carry ‘Serenade’ which is a new organic fungicide that controls a broad 
spectrum of fungal problems. 

*As always, bring us samples – it’s hard to make accurate recommendations over the phone.   
* Pick up ‘Sandalwood’ Mosquito Sticks, and Mosquito Bits & Dunks to keep mosquitoes away. 
 
Other Bits and Pieces…  
*Check our website under the ‘Plant Care’ link for good summer gardening tips. 
*Check newly planted trees regularly (at least twice weekly) for water.  Adjust guy wires if needed, mulch 

and use Superthrive™ if needed for stress. 
*Fresh spearmint makes the best ‘Mojito’ or mint iced tea, mmm refreshing! 
*Summer is a great time to do Landscape Design & Planning for Fall!  Design Now & Be the First on 

the Fall installation list!  
 
 

http://www.ci.frisco.tx.us/departments/publicworks/water/lawnGarden/Pages/CycleandSoak.aspx
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/useful-links.htm
http://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/plantcare2.htm
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/plantcare2.htm
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As a young boy I wanted to grow up and be a Forest Ranger.  Live out in the wilderness with 
nature and take care of the forest and wildlife.  Funny thing . . . now that I’m grown up I’ve 
become an Urban Forester of sorts. I get to help the community take care of our forest in the urban areas.  
Observing the wildlife in this urban forest is a wonderful benefit and perk.   
 
Trees are a wonderful addition to our urban areas.  They shade us from 
the sun’s heat, cleanse the air we breathe, buffer the wind and noise of 
our spaces, they break up the stark lines of architecture and provide 
habitat for wildlife.  Trees do a lot to improve our lives, so they deserve a 
little respect and care from us.  Here is a helpful tip to help your trees do 
well.  
 
Trees grow best when their root flare is exposed to air.  The root flare is 
where the base of the trunk widens (flares out) into the roots.  The root 
flare can often get set to deep on planted trees or covered up by exces-
sive mulch or soil placed around the trunk.  I’ve noticed many trees 
while driving around that have their root flares covered.  In some neigh-
borhoods, up to 75% of them.  You can correct the problem and allow 

your tree to grow healthier.  Use a garden trowel or a 
large flat head screwdriver and gently loosen and pick the 
soil/mulch away from the trunk.  Keep removing the soil/
mulch creating a bowl shape around the trunk until you 
get down and expose the root flare.  Be careful not to 
damage the bark of the trunk.  You may remove small 
roots ¼” in diameter and smaller without hurting the tree 
if they are in the way.  You may notice circling roots also.  
If so, it’s best to get the help of an arborist.  And of course, 
if this seems too much for you, hire an arborist to expose 
your trees root flare for you. Once the root flare is exposed 
you can wash it clean with a hose.  Now just keep it ex-

posed by checking on it every couple of months.   
 
I and other arborist have observed first hand trees respond with more 
growth and vigor after having their root flares exposed.  There are lots of 
mulch volcanos and tree wells out there hindering trees from reaching 
their full potential.  We have other tips on our Plant Care page of our 
website under “Summer Survival Tips For Trees”.  We can use all the 
shade we can get for these upcoming summer months!  

Summer Expose’ 

This Magnolia was originally planted too deeply.  A “bowl” was cre-
ated around the root flare by removing soil around the trunk to the 
root flare.  As a result this tree is flourishing this year and has put on 
significant new growth.  

http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/plantcare2.htm
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/_literature_85679/Summer_Survival_Tips_For_Trees
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Coupon Expires July 31, 2013   Not Valid With Any Other Offer 

Remember To Visit www.ShadesOfGreenInc.com 
For Promotions and Events! 

We are a small business with less than 50 employees, and being a local business we support the area com-
munities a lot.  We pay our fair share of taxes, Federal, State, County, City, School District, and Sales Tax.  
We support other local businesses with the purchase of a lot of local products and services.  Our employees 
spend their paychecks in the surrounding communities.  We are happy to support many local causes and 
groups with product or advice on projects.  
 
No doubt the heat of the summer is a slower time for business here at Shades Of Green.  But we ask for 
your support as well, when you are in need.  A couple of bags of mulch, some fertilizer, a few flowers to 
brighten your entry, we appreciate any and all sales.  They all add up! 
 
Since we are not a big box national corporation, you can know more of your dollars spent here are recycled 
back into your local economy.  A good thing for all of us.  By shopping local businesses you are doing your 
part to stimulate and support your friends and neighbors.  Thank you, we truly appreciate your patronage! 


