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Stage 3 Water Restrictions June 1! 
 

Drought again this year!  As I write this, thunderstorms are building in West Texas so I’m hop-
ing we will receive some more rain in our area.  June 1st is the start of Stage 3 water restrictions 
(once a week watering) for cities in the NTMWD area. No worries, we can maintain our landscapes with 
this level while conserving water to ensure adequate supplies for health and safety.   
 
First thing to do is to educate yourself.  Learn about your own city’s restrictions and how they apply to 
you.  As a Frisco resident, I’m connected with their weekly email watering advice/recommendations along 
with other water-wise information they share.  Frisco even provides free irrigation check-ups which can 
guide you through your irrigation system operation, water efficiency and identify any problems.  Frisco is 
also sharing great information from the Texas A&M Agrilife Extension: 
 

· Downloadable advice – How to Drought Proof Your Landscape, and How To Keep Your Lawn 
Alive. 

· Frisco residents can click HERE to schedule a free sprinkler checkup (click on Free Sprinkler 
Checkup under Programs & Information). 

· Click HERE for a schedule of free water-wise workshops 
 
I’ve mentioned Frisco’s resources because I’m a resident who uses and is familiar with them.  However, all 
surrounding cities have great resources as well.  All these cities want their residents to educate themselves 
on being water-wise and conserve so our communities can continue to prosper.  The goal is to prevent and 
eliminate water waste.  So check out your cities website to find valuable water-wise information (several 
are listed on our Useful Links page of our own website, www.shadesofgreeninc.com).   

http://www.ci.frisco.tx.us/departments/publicworks/water/Pages/WaterWise-Home-Test.aspx
http://www.ci.frisco.tx.us/departments/publicworks/water/Documents/DroughtProofingYourLandscape-5.17.13.pdf
http://www.ci.frisco.tx.us/departments/publicworks/water/Documents/DroughtProofingYourLandscape-5.17.13.pdfhttp:/www.ci.frisco.tx.us/departments/publicworks/water/Documents/KeepYourLawnAlive-5.17.13.pdf
http://www.ci.frisco.tx.us/departments/publicworks/water/Documents/DroughtProofingYourLandscape-5.17.13.pdfhttp:/www.ci.frisco.tx.us/departments/publicworks/water/Documents/KeepYourLawnAlive-5.17.13.pdf
http://www.ci.frisco.tx.us/departments/publicworks/water/Pages/WaterWise-Home-Test.aspx
http://www.friscotexas.gov/departments/publicworks/water/programRebates/Pages/Workshops.aspx
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/useful-links.htm
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com


Plant …  Heat loving color!   

Sun lovers include Zinnias, Lantana, Periwinkle (Vinca), and Pentas. 

For shade you can plant Caladiums (bunch them together for the best show), Impatiens, Coleus, and Torenia. 

For tropical patio color, plant Mandevillia, Hibiscus, Euryops Daisy, and Duranta … these will spice up your 

outdoor living area. 

Plant Perennials!  You know we’ll have the “RIGHT” ones for you that provide color and are well-adapted. 

Container Trees and large shrubs can be planted. Invest in a Treegator® bag for the best results for keeping 

your trees and shrubs irrigated.  We recommend postponing planting large Balled & Burlapped trees until fall 

due to summer’s heat. 

 

Prune … 
As necessary to shape.  Try to let plants grow naturally and “pick prune” rather than “hedge”. (No cubes or meat-

balls, remember what we taught you in pruning class!) 
 

Fertilize …   
Time for the second application of Gardenville 7-2-2. We had numerous testimonials from customers that the Gar-

denville helped their turf survive the water restrictions well.  Use Colorscapes or Color Star on blooming plants – 

annuals, perennials, and especially planted color bowls and tropicals to keep them happy and blooming all summer. 

 

Water …    
As Needed.  We have helpful handouts in the nursery and online at our website under the “Plant Care” link.  Hand-

water newly planted plants daily for the first two weeks to make sure they get established.  Even drought tolerant 

plants need this extra care in the beginning until they get settled in.  Remember to use your Treegator® bag as an 

efficient watering tool on large trees and shrubs.  Consider converting your planting beds to drip irrigation.  Water 

efficient properties are going to become the “norm” just as energy efficient homes have become.  You’ll recoup your 

investment in drip irrigation along with having a nice looking landscape. Remember to have someone take care of 

your potted containers while on vacation. Or we can help you re-plant them when you return. See Rob’s article on 

page 1 for Stage 3 Water Restrictions.   

 

Pests …   
Check shrubbery and Crape Myrtles for scale.  We carry Horticultural Oil, which is a very good control product.  

We also carry BT (bacillus thurengensis) to control webworms and/or bagworms.  It’s an organic control so it is safe 

around people, pets, and wildlife.  Just don’t apply it to host plants of those butterflies you’ve been admiring.  

Spread Soil Sulphur granules on dry turf areas to prevent those dreaded ‘chiggers’.  Check newly planted trees for 

borers, we have a product that will control them.   
 

Other… 
Mulch – to conserve moisture and regulate soil temperatures (click here for a COUPON for Mulch!). 

Mosquitos – we carry a granular product called “Cedarcide”, which can be spread to reduce mosquitoes. Use 

‘Mosquito Dunks’ in fountains and ponds to kill them when they are in their larvae stage. We have        

Mosquito sticks that smell great and will ward them off while outdoors.  

 

Veggies… 
Fertilize with Lady Bug soil food for healthy growth. 

Mulch all of your veggies with compost to prevent soil particles getting on foliage and causing disease problems. 

Sprinkle Horticultural Corn Meal over the mulch to hinder soil borne diseases. 

Check daily and harvest in the cooler hours of the AM and PM. Remember how quick that squash can grow 

overnight. If you have excess, donate to local food banks. 

By Rob Wier 
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http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/plantcare2.htm
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/events.htm
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N.I.C.E. Plant of the Season 

Pavonia (Rock Rose), Pavonia lasiopetala 
Courtesy of the North Texas Native Plant Society 

 

Small perennial shrub 

with rose blooms that 

attracts humming-

birds 

   
Description: Pavonia (Pavonia 

lasiopetala) is native to south, 

central and west Texas.  It is a 

small perennial shrub growing 

1.5 to 4 feet tall and 3 feet wide, 

with a woody base.  It is consid-

ered deciduous but may be semi

-evergreen during a mild winter.  

Its leaves are light green, ovate 

to lobed, up to 2.5 inches long 

and soft and velvety to the touch.  Pavonia may be short lived (3-6 years) but self-sows readily. 

 

Flowers and Seeds: Pavonia has 5-petaled, rose-colored, hibiscus-like flowers, with a yellow column 

bearing the pistils and stamens. The flowers are usually 1.5 inches wide.  Pavonia flowers from April 

through November and its 5-lobed seed capsules are also attractive. The seeds may be collected when the 

capsule divides into separate units, indicating that the seeds are mature. 

 

Planting sites: Pavonia thrives in full sun and partial shade.  It does well under deciduous trees where it 

has full sun in the winter and some shade during the summer.  It is adapted for most soil types, but should 

have good drainage.  It will not tolerate "wet feet." 

 

Watering Instructions: Like many Texas natives, Pavonia does not require a lot of water, but may need 

supplemental water during its first growing season. After it is established, it should survive with existing 

rainfall.   

  

Comments: Pavonia is an excellent choice for North Texas landscaping as it survives our summer heat. 

Its many brilliant pink-rose flowers add color to dry summer gardens.  It attracts butterflies and humming-

birds.  Consider using Pavonia instead of non-native Nandina and Dwarf Burford or Chinese Hollies. It is 

nice in a garden mixed with other Texas natives like deep red Winecup (Callirhoe involucrata), Mealy 

Blue Sage (Salvia farinacea) or yellow Berlandier's Sundrops (Calylophus berlandieri) with contrasting 

bloom colors.     

 

Look for the NICE! Plant of the Season signs and information sheets on your next visit to a participating 

North Texas nursery.  Thank you for using native plants in your landscapes.   

 

Trinity Forks Chapter, Native Plant Society of Texas Meetings are the 4th Thursdays in Jan, Feb, Mar, 

Apr, May, Sep & Oct at 6:30 pm, in TWU’s Ann Stuart Science Complex, in Denton, TX. 
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Notes from Brillo Verde – June 2013 
 

 

How nice it is to have rain this week.  The trees in the field are putting on their 
second flush and growing like crazy.  Makes up for the last two dry years.  Chi-
nese Pistache really like the heat to grow fast so they are doing nice but seem to 
be waiting for some 90 degree days.   
 
We have 1000 trees to plant and are waiting for the weather to get just right.  Ok 
to have rain then dry enough to plant and then more rain.  What is the chance of 
that happing in Texas? 
 
Got some Acer skutchii from Dr. Creech at S. F. A. Arboretum to try in our alkaline clay soil.  It grows well 
in East Texas with excellent fall color.   Hoping this Mexican Mountain Sugar Maple will do well here also.  

 
We will also be planting Italian Stone Pine (Pinus pinea).  Howard Garrett talks 
about his pine a lot.  Looks like a slow grower, so maybe that’s why it is hard to 
find.  I’m guessing we will have to wait about 6 years.  Italian Stone Pine produces 
edible pine nuts as a bonus.  
 
Glad to see we have Pennisetum ‘Piglet’  back in stock.  Sorry for running out in 
April.  Piglet is the most dwarf grass we will have (18”) tops.  Smaller than 
Hameln.  Great in combo pots.   
 
Agastache ‘Summer Love’ is also grow-

ing.  If you missed it in April, it has much darker pink flowers and 
is loved by hummingbirds.   

 
After being gone two years Salvia 
‘carradenna’ is back.  This is a swell plant.  
Never gets too big and returns each year.  
Mine at the house has been planted for six years and is only 12”x12”.  It seemed to 
bloom too early for the hummers this year.  Cut back for a repeat bloom and they will 
find it.   
 
We have Echinacea ‘Hot Papaya’ this year as our different 
coneflower.  Has good reports saying it holds up in our heat 
much better. Be careful buying newer varieties of coneflower.  
They are hard to get established in clay soil and heat is hard 
on them.  But as gardeners, we have to push the limits on 
finding new plants.   
 
Grass hoppers are building up in numbers this year.  I don’t think they were too bad at 
the tree farm last year, but I heard some people were covered up in them.  Maybe wet-
ter weather will keep them in check.   
 
Late news, just had some more Lemon Grass come in for June.  It is rumored to help 
keep mosquitoes at bay.  Possible but a nice grass none the less.  And it is edible (the 
grass not the mosquitoes)! 

Salvia ‘carradenna’Salvia ‘carradenna’  

Echinacea ‘Hot Papaya’Echinacea ‘Hot Papaya’  

Lemon GrassLemon Grass  


