
May 2013 

The GREENLEAF 
N E W S L E T T E R 

(972) 890-9820
FAX  (972) 377-2022 

info@shadesofgreeninc.com 
www.shadesofgreeninc.com 

HOURS:     MON - SAT   8:00 A.M. TO 6:30 P.M. 
         SUN   10:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M 

Setting: It’s a lovely spring morning at a plant farm in Tioga, Texas. We follow the lives 
of Tom & Tim, two young one gallon Turks Cap perennials. 
 
Tim: “Hey Tom, what a nice morning.” 
 
Tom:  “I feel great after that watering last night.” 
 
Tim: “Hey, here comes Fernando! He really takes care of us.  He sure is a hard worker! Look! He’s loading the 
truck! Maybe it’s our turn to make it out of here.” 
 
Tom: “I hope so, I’m getting tired of sitting in this pot.” 
 
Tim: “Be perky, stand up straight.” 
 
They are loaded on to the truck.   
Tom: “All right, we are going to get shipped out of here.” 
 
Later, the truck doors open. 
Tom: “Wow, where are we?”  
 
Tim: “I don’t know, but these guys sure got us unloaded fast!”  
 
Tom: “Looks like a nursery; this sure is a nice spot they’ve set us.” 
 
Tim (happy): “Tom, we have a great chance of finding a home here.  There are people and shopping carts eve-
rywhere!”  
 
Tom (worried): “Hey Kid, watch out! Don’t run over us with that cart!” 
 
Tim: “Tom, pssst! 10 o’clock, young guy with a landscape plan and a lady pointing straight at us.” 

A Tale Of Two Turk’s Cap 

Screenplay by Rob Wier 

Continued on pg 4, see “A Tale” 

TOM 

TIM 
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Plant …  heat loving seasonal color such as    

Lantana, Zinnias, Vinca (available Mother;s Day week-

end), Purslane … we have lots that will work!  Peren-

nials … once again, we’ve got the Right Plant for the 

Right Place!  Best to wait on B&B (balled and   bur-

lapped) trees until the fall.  Container grown trees can 

be planted now, just be prepared to hand water or use 

“Treegator” bags on them to get them through the 

summer’s heat.  Incorporate some tropical color out on 

your patio or pool deck for some extra pizzazz!  Tropi-

cal Hibiscus, Mandevilla, and Duranta, are just a few 

of the choices you’ll find here.  Most tropical color 

blooms on new growth, so be sure to fertilize  regularly 

throughout the summer with “Colorscapes” or 

“ColorStar” to  enhance blooming. 
 

Prune …  just for controlling odd shape 

growth and to maintain size on plants. 
 

Fertilize …  with “Colorscapes” or  

“ColorStar” on annuals and perennials to keep them 

blooming happily. Use “SuperThrive” on newly 

planted plants or any stressed plants and trees.  Use 

“Gardenville 7-2-2” on lawns again at the end of May 

or beginning of June. 
 

Water …   As needed.  Hand water  newly 

planted plants to help them establish before summer’s 

heat kicks in.  Remember a lot of our drought-tolerant 

plants have been grown with regular watering in their 

pots. You need to hand water them after planting for 

the first two to three weeks and gradually wean them 

off frequent watering as they establish. Once estab-

lished (about a month) they can survive on less water.  

Consider converting your beds to drip irrigation to use 

water more efficiently. Landscape water restrictions 

are probably here for good so the sooner you adapt, the 

happier you and your plantings will be. 
 

Pests …  As we’ve stated before, it is virtually    

impossible for us to give accurate pest advice over the 

phone.  Bring in samples of problems in a baggie and 

we’ll advise you on choices for control.  With insects, 

you identify the insect first then use an appropriate   

control for that bug.  Check Crape myrtles for scale on 

branches.  The scale look like the small white fuzzy 

cotton pieces attached to the stems.  Control with “All 

Seasons Oil” which suffocates them.  

Once you see fungus it is hard to clear up the affected 

spots, but you can spray to prevent new or other foli-

age from getting the problem.  We carry an “organic” 

disease control product called “Serenade Garden Dis-

ease Control”.  This product is safe for use on fruits, 

vegetables, and ornamentals.  It can be used around 

people, pets, and wildlife.  You can learn more about it 

through their website, www.serenadegarden.com.  As 

always, we try to give you earth friendly options for 

pest control. 
 

Other  … 
Keep Mosquitoes Away with our  favorite non-

toxic repellant, Sandalwood Mosquito Sticks.  

They really work great and even smell good! 

Mulch, Mulch, Mulch.  Keep mulch at a mini-

mum of 2” on all planting bed areas.  With 

summer’s heat around the corner it will be nec-

essary to conserve water and keep your plant-

ings healthier.  

Keep up with the veggies you planted. Have 

more than you can use? Donate them to your 

local food pantry. 

Put out your Hummingbird feeder! Better yet, plant 

the right plants they prefer. We’ve got a        

gorgeous selection of plants that attract       

Hummingbirds and can help you make the 

right selection. 
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Guara lindheimeri “Rosy Jane” 
 

For those who like a little detail in their per-
ennial garden.  How about this bodacious bi-
color!  White flowers with attractive pink edg-

es on a nice compact Guara.  Will grow to 24”-30” tall with cool wavy 
leaves with dark burgundy and green color.  Wow!  Nice addition to 
make people talk and easy to take care of.  Cut back anytime to pro-
mote more blooms.  Only problem might be aphids and they can be 
sprayed off with a blast from the hose or come by and get some lady-
bugs.  “Rosy Jane” was introduced by a nursery in the UK but hopefully 
they made this Guara better instead of worse.   
 
Bi-color blooms, really cool foliage, compact habit.  Make room for it 
someplace.  Full sun to part shade, butterflies all over the place!  Mom 
will love it! 

Remember MOM With Flowers That Last  

More Than 7 Days! We Can Help! 

Mothers Day, Sunday May 12, 2013 
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Casey (The Landscape Designer): “In this area of the plan I’ve put in some Turk’s Cap.  Here are two good 
specimens. These can handle full sun to full shade.  It will get 5-6’ tall, so we have it in the back of the bed.” 
 
Tim: “You better believe it, get us out of these pots and in some soil and we’ll show you what we can do.” 
 
Tom: “I like that young guy! He knows his stuff.” 
 
The Lady: “Looks beautiful Casey, I’ll take two with 
me now to get started.” 
 
Tim: “Tom, stand up tall, look pretty!”  
 
Casey: “How about these two here, they look good.” 
 
Tom: “High Five Tim, we made it into her cart! We are 
going to a real home! Ohhhh, nice car.  Can’t wait to 
see our new digs!” 
 
The boys arrive at the new house, they both like what 
they see.   
 
Tim: “I like it, I like it,”  
 
Tom: “Nice place to put down some roots,”  
 
The Lady leaves Tim and Tom by the edge of the drive 
and enters the house.   
 
Tom: “Maybe she is waiting for her husband to come home Tim,” 
 
A few days later: 
 
Tim: “Tom, you there? Do you think she forgot about us?” 
 
Tom: “I don’t know, hang in there.” 
 
Tim (crying): “I’m trying to but I’m so very thirsty, I’m starting to wilt.” 
 
They hear voices.  
 
Tim and Tom at once:  “Look! It’s Casey from the nursery!” 
 
Casey:  “Oh no, what are these guys doing here? They are almost Turks Cap toast!  They need to be watered 
right away. ”   
 
The Lady (worried): “Oh no, I’m sorry. I just forgot about those two!  Will they make it?” 
 
Casey: “Hopefully, get them planted right away and give them some ‘Superthrive’.  Here, let’s do that right 
now.” 
  
Tim: “Ahhhh, it feels good to be in the ground.” 
 
Tom: “Room to stretch my roots!” 

 
A year later, The Lady is enjoying an evening with her husband 
in the garden and says, “Look how big and beautiful those Turks 
Cap are.  I can’t believe they grew up from those little plants 
that almost died!” 
 
Tim: “Yeah, kind of a rough start, but she has been good to us 
ever since.” 
 
Tom: “Look Mr. Hummingbird is back for its feeding.  Good 
evening Mr. Hummer”. 

A Tale”, continued from pg 1“ 
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Great Plants 
We all love great plants.  Ones that please us with color, fragrance, texture and form!  As gar-
deners we don’t mind taking care of plants.  But we really enjoy plants that provide greatness 
with minimum care. 
 
I’ve pampered needy plants because I really wanted to see and enjoy that particular plant.  I now have 
found that same satisfaction with great plants that perform with minimum care.  What could be better 
than plants that bloom and grow easily with less care? Who really wants more yard chores? Not me! 
 
Gardeners all over the globe are learning to use plants well adapted for their geographical area.  These well 
adapted plants provide beauty while requiring less water, fertilizer, pesticides and care. It’s better for your 
back and for the planet. 
 
With talk of Stage III water restrictions for the North Texas Municipal Water District (watering only 
once a week ) these plants perform easily with that level of watering.  
 
In our 35 years of landscape designing, we’ve never been asked to create a design that provides gardening 
challenges.  Everyone asks for low maintenance, which well adapted plants provide.  My definition of great 
plants are ones that perform with ease.  Come in and we’ll introduce you to them, we have a nursery teem-
ing with them! 

Red Yucca 
Texas Mountain Laurel 
Salvia greggi 
Lambs Ear 

Blackfoot Daisy 
Lemon Coral Sedum 

Salvia “Henry Duhlberg” 
Vitex 
Sundrops 

Dianthus “First Love” 



Remember To Visit www.ShadesOfGreenInc.com 
For Promotions and Events! 

It’s Time For Skeeter Control 

 
After last year’s West Nile outbreaks, mosquito 
control is in the news again this spring.  We can all 
do our part to help control mosquitos.  Here are 
some products and practices to help.  

 
Mosquitos breed in standing water and very wet (saturated) soil.  
Watering properly and emptying pots and containers with stand-
ing water will help.  We carry a couple of products that help also.  
Mosquito Dunks and Mosquito Bits both can be used to prevent 
outbreaks in your yard.  They contain a bacteria that kills Mos-
quito larvae.  The Dunks are larger, about the size of a biscuit 

sized doughnut.  They are used in larger bodies 
of water like a fountain or rain barrel.  The add-
ed benefit is this bacteria also controls fungus 
gnats that is found in potted plants.  So if you 
use the rain water it prevents you from having 
fungus gnats in your house plants and contain-
ers on the patio as well.  We love those 2-in-1 
deals! 
 
Mosquito Bits have the same bacteria and work well distributed and sprinkled around the 
yard in those areas that can remain damp or water-logged for periods of time.  Like that 
strip of grass on the side yard between you and your neighbor.  Both sprinklers seem to 
overlap and the soil is always saturated and soggy year round.   
 
We all want to be outside and enjoy our patios, pools, and outside living areas safely dur-
ing the summer.  While you are out at night, we suggest “Mosquito Sticks!”  These im-
ported Australian Sandalwood incense sticks create a pleasant scent that confuses the 
Mosquitos so they can’t find you very easily.  The sticks burn for about 3 hours each and 
can be snuffed out and re-lit if you are not out that long.  I’ve noticed that 2 or 3 lit and 
placed around the patio so the scent drifts your general direction prevents mosquito 
bites. 
 
Lemon Grass has been promoted on Pinterest as repelling Mosquitos when planted 
around the patio. We’ve had many requests and should have a limited supply available 
the second week of May.  It is great for cooking Asian dishes as well.  How well does it 
work for Mosquitos?  We don’t know yet but we will give it a try and let you know.   
 
Of course, using mosquito repellant is also advised as a sure fire method of keeping your 
self bite free.  All of us doing our part can hopefully reduce the impact of mosquitos so 
we can enjoy our great outdoors safely! 
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