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O ur nursery specializes in providing top-quality trees, shrubs, and native perennials 

that can survive and thrive in the hot and dry conditions of our North Texas 

region.  But you already know that!  So, what about the conditions under those 

majestic shade trees as they grow and mature?  You’ll have shade.  Wonderful glorious shade!  Shade that 

provides a cooling relief for people, pets, and even plants. 

 

As the heat of summer is finally pushed aside by the brisk temperatures of 

fall, think about what plants you could add to the shady areas of your 

landscape for a new look next spring. There are certainly many choices 

including groundcovers, vines, annuals, and perennials -- too many to name 

them all.  Maybe you just want it to be ‘green’.  Maybe you have a favorite 

‘look’ you want to achieve. 

 

A shady area lends itself to using plants with interesting textures as well as 

various shades of greens and whites, with splashes of color thrown in for 

good measure.  Some favorites of mine are the many varieties of Hostas 

(Plantain Lily) and Heucheras (Coral Bells), along with variegated Liriope.  

Hostas remind me of my landscapes while living in Missouri.  They 

provide such a lush, rich, green backdrop for annuals such as Impatiens and 

Caladiums tucked in among them.  Heucheras are a new addiction for me.  

The foliage color choices are so much fun!  They really add a pop of color 

throughout the season. 

N E W S L E T T E R  N E W S L E T T E R  

The GREENLEAF The GREENLEAF 
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By Karin Todd 
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Plant … October is the BEST TIME FOR PLANTING! 

Color … plant Pansies, Ornamental Kale, Snapdragons, Alyssum, Dianthus, and Mums. 

Perennials … Plant most any of them!  They’ll get established this fall and winter to flourish 

next year.  Dig up, divide and re-plant spring flowering perennials such as daylilies, Iris, 

Shasta daisies and Oxalis.  These all benefit from thinning out clumps at least every 3 years.  

Share any surplus clumps with family, friends, and neighbors. 

Bulbs … Daffodils and Grape Hyacinths.  (Tulip Bulbs need to be chilled in the fridge and 

planted later in December.)  Our bulbs will be arriving around Oct. 15th! 

Wildflower seed should be planted now if you have not done so yet. 

Shrubs and Trees … Save some money and be sure to check out our ANNUAL TREE SALE!    
 

Prune … 

Shrubs and perennials to groom and shape.  We like to leave perennials shaggy through the 

winter to provide seed and fruit for wildlife.  If you prefer to tidy up your beds, use plant 

markers by your perennials to remind you where they are come spring! 
 

Fertilize … 
If you did not use Gardenville 7-2-2 in September, you can still apply it now.   

Blood Meal on Pansies and other fall color will help them give their best blooms.  Apply 

every 6 weeks through winter.    
 

Pests … 
Fall is a good time to apply Beneficial Nematodes to control grubs, fire ants, fleas, and ticks.  

They help keep a natural balance between good and bad bugs in your soil.  
 

Water … 
Hand water newly planted plants to get them established.  Turn your sprinklers off 

and conserve water after we’ve had a rain of 1/2” or more during a weekly period.  

Use a rain gauge to monitor your rainfall.   
 

Lawn … 
Watch for Brown Patch on St. Augustine lawns.  This fungus prefers 

cool temperatures (50°-60°) and moisture to develop.  Use 

Horticultural Cornmeal (not Corn Gluten Meal) to prevent Brown 

Patch, and help cure it.  We also have a new product that helps with 

prevention.  MicroLife Brown Patch 5-1-3 is a complete fertilizer 

with the addition of billions of beneficial micro-organisms, which 

helps to inoculate your turf from the fungal attack.  
 

Other Bits and Pieces … 
Check your houseplants for hitch-hiking insect pests before you 

bring them in for the winter!  

TIMELY HINTS TIMELY HINTS TIMELY HINTS 

http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/events.htm
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Container Trees plant ASAP, B&B Trees planting begins Oct. 20, 2014 

(Buy early and be the first on the planting list!) 
Extra charges in rock, difficult access, existing tree removal, fence removal, or planting outside a 20-mile radius of the nursery. 

Discounts valid for trees planted at one address.     See Sales Associate for Complete Details. 

Save BIG Now! 

Save BIG Now! 

Sale Ends 

December 31, 2014! 

Visit www.ShadesOfGreenInc.com For Promotions and Events! Visit www.ShadesOfGreenInc.com For Promotions and Events! 

Come Socialize 

With Us! 

Come Socialize 

With Us! 

Follow, Tweet, 

and Like Us! 

Follow, Tweet, 

and Like Us! 

http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com
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NICE!  (Natives Instead of Common Exotics!) 

Plant of the Season — Fall 2014 

Description: Little Bluestem, Schizachyrium scoparium, is 

a mid-prairie bunchgrass native to a broad swath of eastern 

and central North America. Its native habitat includes 

prairie, meadows, pastures, hillsides and slopes and the 

edges of woodlands. It is an important species in the 

Tallgrass Prairie ecosystem. Little Bluestem’s finely 

textured alternate, simple, leaves form dense mounds 

growing 18-30 inches tall. Beginning in August, thin bluish-

green stems appear, which give Little Bluestem its common 

name. The stems may reach as high as 3 ft tall in September 

and bear the flower stalks. Little Bluestem turns radiantly 

golden to a rosy reddish brown color in the fall and provides 

winter interest. 
 

Flowers and Seeds: Little Bluestem blooms in the fall, 

but the blooms are insignificant. The white tufted seed heads 

that follow are quite pretty. Seeds may be collected 

following flowering.  
 

Planting sites: Little Bluestem thrives in full sun and 

partial shade. It tolerates a range of soil pH. 
 

Watering Instructions: Little Bluestem should be given 

supplemental water at the time that it is first planted. After it 

is established, it is extremely drought tolerant. It should 

have adequate drainage; it will not tolerate “wet feet.” 
  

Comments: Little Bluestem’s late summer blue-green 

foliage turning to mahogany red during the autumn through 

winter makes it very desirable for the garden. It is also 

visually stunning planted en masse. It is perennial and will 

enlarge every year. A number of cultivars are available, 

including several selected for smaller size and particular fall 

color. Little Bluestem is the larval host for several 

butterflies, including the Indian Skippers, Crossline Skippers, Ottoe Skippers, Dixie Skippers and Cobweb 

Skippers. Its seeds are valuable for small birds. Little Bluestem is easily propagated by root division or by 

seed collected in the fall. Seed may need a cold treatment before germination. Consider planting Little 

Bluestem instead of non-native grasses like fountain grass or Pampas grass and using it in combination 

with other native grasses for a variety of color, texture and size.  

Little Bluestem  
Schizachyrium scoparium 

Ornamental Bunchgrass for Fall Color  
Written by Dr. Becca Dickstein                                           

Plant of the Season Sponsored By 

Trinity Forks Chapter, Native Plant Society of Texas Operation NICE! 

Trinity Forks Chapter, Native Plant Society of Texas Meetings are the 4th Thursdays in Jan, Feb, Mar, 

Apr, May, Jun, Sep & Oct at 6:30 pm, in TWU’s Ann Stuart Science Complex, in Denton, TX. 

www.npsot.org/TrinityForks  

Top, Autumn prairie filled with Little Bluestem. 

Bottom left, Close-up of seed heads. 

Bottom right, Little Bluestem in late summer. 

Photos courtesy of Dorothy Thetford, (top) 

Kathy Saucier (bottom left) and Lon Turnbull 

(bottom right). 

http://www.npsot.org/TrinityForks


By Dean Burton 

S eaweed liquid is an essential part of growing healthy plants in this hot state of 
Texas in the summer.  Summer in Texas brings unique challenges to gardeners.  
Heat stress will cause the plant to stunt or not actively grow.  It basically goes 

into heat dormancy.  The plant does not put on new growth.  The enzymes that control 
the health of the plant are generated in new growth.  If you can generate even 
just a little new growth during the stress of the summer heat, then the plant 
will look much healthier overall through that period.  
 

Spray seaweed weekly on all of your shade plants, evergreens, 
annuals, vegetables, and perennials.  Your plants will reward your 
new found knowledge by looking remarkably better during the 
summer.  Seaweed is not limited to the summer months, spraying 
every other week during spring and fall will add a nutritional value 
to your soil.  It will increase the beneficial microbes in the soil 
which increases aeration and the decomposition of organic 
material in the soil.  This will release nutrients from the organic 
material to feed your plants.   
 

Make it a habit.  Enjoy a healthier landscape and garden. 

The Power of 
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By Karin Todd 

Some notably unique large perennials that can add interest when in flower include Acanthus ‘Bears 

Breeches’ (very dramatic when in flower!), and Pineapple Lily (ok, it’s really a bulb!).  Anchoring 

a shade bed with a specimen shrub or understory tree, such as an Oak Leaf Hydrangea or Dwarf 

Japanese Maple, creates even more of a ‘statement’ look.   

 

Embrace your shade.  Use your imagination to create a soothing and cooling shade 

oasis in your landscape.  By using foliage colors and textures rather than flower-

power, you can achieve a depth of interest just as dramatic as a flowerbed full of 

brightly colored blooms. 


