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I started to write about trees. How blessed we are to have so many
wonderful examples here on the nursery property. The Pecans and
Cottonwoods keep us in so much needed shade in the summer. Then I thought about
how wonderful the weather has been the last couple of months giving us a break from
the baking heat we usually have in July and August. Plus the much needed rain we’ve
had in July and August that has been such a blessing. So now it’s September. The
kids are back in school, summer vacations are just a memory, and we plan for the next
activity on the list. Is gardening on that list? Is a tree on that list?

I’m a tree person, maybe because I grew up in the grasslands of the Plains. Grasses
grow in abandon and have their own beauty. Especially when framing a colorful
sunset. Trees were a sign of a water source and people. Now I live in a place with lots
of people and not so many trees. Go figure.

My point to all this rambling? Fall is here and it’s the best time to consider planting a
tree. The weather cools down and generally we receive more rain. This helps the trees
adapt better to their new home. Maybe it’s time for you to have a new tree. Love them.
Care for them. Enjoy their beauty.

We look forward to seeing you for your garden needs.

By Tammie Jost
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Plant …
 Petunias, dianthus, snapdragons, and

mums for fall color. Wait on pansies till
late September, or better yet, October. You
can plant or replace perennials and shrubs
now -- just be sure to follow up with proper
watering. Our ANNUAL TREE SALE begins
on SEPTEMBER 12TH! It’s best to plant
container trees now, but wait until mid to
late October to plant balled and burlapped
trees. Plant wildflowers now from seed.

Prune …
 Shrubs as needed to shape, and you can

groom your perennials if they are shabby
from the summer’s heat.

Fertilize …
 Time for the fall application of Gardenville

7-2-2. This will give everything – lawns,
shrubs, perennials, and trees – a boost for
fall. It’s organic and non-burning and helps
rejuvenate your soil after a long, hot, dry
summer. Use Greensand on evergreen
plants such as hollies, magnolias, and live
oaks, to maintain a source of iron for
healthy foliage. Dry molasses applied now
will stimulate microbes in the soil that
assist in making fertilizers work better and
improve the health of your soil.

Pests …
 Check your crape myrtles for scale. We

carry an organic solution – ‘All Seasons
Oil’. Or we also carry a non-organic
systemic choice – ‘Bayer Tree & Shrub
Protect & Feed’. Fall webworms are a
common occurrence also. ‘B.T.’ (bacillus
thurengensis) will control these
organically. Ironically, one person’s pest is
another’s pet, as we’ve had numerous
people buying host plants to feed their
caterpillars in the garden. So use ‘B.T.’
carefully ... as it will kill these ‘pet’
caterpillars just as easily.

 Fall is a good time to apply beneficial
nematodes to keep fire ants, grub worms,
and fleas under control.

Water …
 As needed . Remember water DEEPLY and

less frequently on established plantings
and turf grass. Newly planted plants
should be hand-watered with a hose DAILY
(or at least every other day) for the first
couple weeks to help them establish.

Lawn …
 Keep mowing all turf about 2 ½ - 3” to

maintain enough green leaf tissue to store
up energy in the roots before winter.
Apply Corn Gluten Meal in mid to late
September for pre-emergent weed control.
Because of the unusual rain we had (in
July), you may have nutgrass popping up in
your lawn and planting beds. We carry
‘Sedgehammer’, which can eliminate this
pesky weed.

Other Bits and Pieces …
 Fall’s cooler weather makes the soil

microbes active again. Now is a good time
to top dress beds with compost to
enrich the soil and re-mulch with
shredded bark.

 Trees planted last year or this spring can
have their guy wires and stakes removed
now.

 Put out plant markers to locate your
perennials before they go dormant later
this fall.

 Use a rain gauge to see how much rainfall
you get at your house. If you receive a half-
inch of rain or more, skip watering on your
designated watering day.

 For Mosquito Control, put out Mosquito
Bits and Mosquito Dunks to control the
mosquito larvae.

 Finally, reward yourself ... get outside and
enjoy your gardens this fall!

TIMELY HINTSTIMELY HINTSTIMELY HINTS



3

** MUST PRESENT COUPON **
One Bag Per Household Please Offer Expires September 30, 2014

We’ll Take
$5.00 Off
Each Bag

of your
Garden-Ville 7-2-2
Fertilizer Purchase!

That’s Right! … $5 OFF EACH BAG!That’s Right! … $5 OFF EACH BAG!That’s Right! … $5 OFF EACH BAG!

We Have

Be Ready For Their
Fall Migration!

Container Trees plant ASAP, B&B Trees planting begins Oct. 20, 2014
(Buy early and be the first on the planting list!)

Extra charges in rock, difficult access, existing tree removal, fence removal, or planting outside a 20-mile radius of the nursery.
Discounts valid for trees planted at one address. See Sales Associate for Complete Details.

Sale Starts

September 12th!
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S eptember is here. Which means fall finally arrives! Fall is
the best time of year to install new landscapes, as newly
installed plants love the cooler temperatures and get

optimal time to prepare for winter and next spring. Why use our
services to create a new native drought tolerant landscape this
fall? Let me give you a few reasons:

By CameronMcCauley

Upgrade

This Fall

The arrival of September means the dog days of summer are all but over, and
taking actions now to improve your landscape will give your yard a new dimension
of beautiful fall color. Even if you have an existing plan that might be a few years
old, or have recently tackled some Do-It-Yourself projects, there is still updating
that can be done to accomplish that look you’ve been dreaming of. No idea is a
bad idea. If you have made some questionable landscape decisions in the past,
we don’t mind helping you overcome them to give your landscape a beautiful
future.

Give us a call to ensure your new landscape install gets timed perfectly for the fall
growing season. The sooner we can get you on the schedule the more optimal
time you will have for your garden to thrive!

s Less Watering. Native and well-adapted plant varieties will require less
water than standard varieties that aren’t as tolerable to our extreme
climate.

s LESS WATERING! Stage 3 watering restrictions will more than likely
continue into the fall.

s Adding new, native plant varieties that you don’t see at all the other
houses on your street.

s Striking textures and colors which are capable of blooming at different
times throughout the year. If you like hummingbirds and butterflies
fluttering around the garden (and who doesn’t), we can implement
varieties to bring them around.

s Let us maximize bed space while cutting back on the grass. Less
Bermuda sod means less mowing, less watering, and more color and
unique definition to your yard.

s New Trees! Fall is the best time of the year for new tree installations.
Get rid of that old Bradford Pear or overgrown Crape Myrtle in favor of
a more desirable, climate tolerable tree selection, such as a Chinese
Pistache or Vitex.
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When seeing a beautiful garden blooming with color and lush
greenery, you may say to yourself, “This gardener has a green
thumb.”

The saying ‘green thumb’ originated in colonial America, when tobacco was
introduced as a commercial crop to the early Virginia colonists. The
farmers learned that if they removed the flowers, the leaves would increase
in size and weight. This became known as topping, or dead-heading. The
farmers would hand pick the flowers using their thumbnails to cut the
stem. After a while the farmer’s thumb would turn green. The larger the

crop, the greener the thumb, which became the sign that a person was successful at growing
plants.

Many customers come into the nursery saying that they have a ‘black thumb’, not a ‘green
thumb’. While Texas does offer many challenges to the gardener, we here at Shades of Green
will help even the beginner gardener to ‘grow a green thumb’.

Gardening has been a way of life in my family for generations. As a child, I remember walking
by my mother’s side as she tended her garden. In the spring of 1964, she wrote this poem,
which I believe answers the question, “Can I have a green thumb, too?”

“Green thumbs?” There’s no such thing.

It’s the love of things growing,
and a spirit that’s willing to work

and learn and listen.

It’s tender care and faithful nursing –

It’s an understanding of things eternal
and of God’s creations.

It’s the knowledge that there’s a time
and place and a season –

It’s the sweat of a brow and the toil of hands.

It’s a faith and trust and love of the beautiful –
It’s submission to rain and wind and storm –

It’s the warmth of the sun
and the softness of winter snow –

It’s the joyousness of Easter
and the sadness of falling leaves.

“In the beginning God created...”
We only tend.

Mac
February 1964

By Sara Roland
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