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I t was humbling to be asked to 

contribute to this newsletter.  
Having retired from teaching and 

coaching in area schools after 31 years, 
my knowledge of plants is miniscule 
when compared to the Horticulturists 
and Master Gardeners on staff at 

Shades of Green.  However, it is clear 
that with thoughtful planning anyone 
can be the master of their garden and 
landscape.  Similar fundamentals to 
teaching and coaching apply here ... 
“Plan your work, work your plan”, and 

“Be yourself and find what works for 

you”.  So, personalize your outdoor 
space with passion, and it will bring 
you and your loved ones much joy. 
 

Invest your time and money wisely in 
the “Right Plant for the Right Place”.  
Consideration must be given to:  What 
amount of sun is available, and at 
what time of day?  What soil is 

necessary for success?  What soil 

amendments might be 
necessary?  In addition, 
the amount of water 

required is vital 

knowledge.  Considering 
these sun, soil, and 
watering needs when 
choosing your plants is like considering 
the talents necessary when building a 
team.  It’s essential to blend those 

talents together and play them in the 
proper position to be successful.   
 

We can all embrace our “inner 
gardener”, and find a peaceful serenity 

as we design and plant our unique 
outdoor oasis.  Take pleasure in 
personalizing your property with 
fundamental planning.  There is great 

pride in planting and seeing growth in 
your labor of love, whether it be 
teaching, coaching, or gardening. 

MON - SAT   8:00 A.M. TO 6:30 P.M.** 
 SUN   10:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M 

HOURS:   

By Steve Specht 

**Summer Hours Start June 16th -  Then We Close at 5:30PM! 



Visit www.ShadesOfGreenInc.com 
For Promotions and Events!  LIKE us on Facebook too! 

Plant …  
Heat Loving Color!  Sun lovers include Zinnias, Lantana, Periwinkle (Vinca), Pentas, Portulaca, and 

Purslane. 

For Shade you can plant Caladiums (bunch them together for the best show), Shrimp Plant, Coleus, 

and Persian Shield. 

For tropical patio color add some Mandevilla, Hibiscus, Cape Plumbago, and Bougainvillea … these 

will spice up your outdoor living area. 

Plant Perennials!  You know we’ll have the “RIGHT” plants for you that will provide spectacular 

summer color and are well-adapted. 

Container trees and large shrubs can still be planted. We recommend postponing planting large Balled & 

Burlapped trees until the fall due to summer’s heat.  Invest in a Treegator® bag for the best results for 

keeping your trees and shrubs irrigated. 
 

 

Prune … As necessary to shape.  Try to let plants grow naturally and “pick prune” rather than “hedge”. 

(No cubes or meatballs, remember what we taught you in pruning class!) 
 

 

Fertilize … It’s time for the second application of Gardenville 7-2-2. We had numerous testimonials 

from customers that the Gardenville helped their turf survive the water restrictions well.  Use Colorscapes 

or Color Star on blooming plants – annuals, perennials, and especially planted color bowls and tropicals, to 

keep them happy and blooming all summer.  
 

 

Water … As Needed.  We have helpful handouts in the nursery and online at our website under the 

“Plant Care” link.  Hand-water newly planted plants daily for the first two weeks to make sure they get 

established.  Even drought tolerant plants need this extra care in the beginning until they get settled in.  

Remember to use your Treegator® bag as an efficient watering tool on large trees and shrubs.  Consider 

converting your planting beds to drip irrigation.  Water efficient properties are going to become the “norm” 

just as energy efficient homes have become.  You’ll recoup your investment in drip irrigation along with 

having a nice looking landscape. Remember to have someone take care of your potted containers while on 

vacation. Or we can help you re-plant them when you return.  
 

 

Pests … Check shrubbery and Crape Myrtles for scale.  We carry Horticultural Oil and the systemic 

insecticide (not organic) Bayer Tree & Shrub Protect and Feed.  We can help you make an informed 

choice in the nursery.  We also carry BT (bacillus thurengensis) to control webworms and/or bagworms.  

It’s an organic control so it is safe around people, pets, and wildlife.  Just don’t apply it to host plants of 

those butterflies you’ve been admiring.  Spread Soil Sulphur granules on dry turf areas to prevent those 

dreaded ‘chiggers’.  Check newly planted trees for borers.  The Bayer product mentioned above will control 

them up to one year.  
Continued on Pg.3... 
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http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com
https://www.facebook.com/ShadesOfGreenInc?ref=hl
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/plantcare2.htm
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Other  … 
Mulch – to conserve moisture and regulate soil temperatures (use this month’s Mulch Coupon and 

save!). 

Mosquitos – we carry a granular product called Cedarcide, which can be spread to reduce mosquitoes. 

Use Mosquito Dunks in fountains and ponds to kill them when they are in their larvae stage. We have 

Mosquito sticks that smell great and will ward them off while outdoors.  
 

Veggies  … 
Fertilize with Lady Bug 8-2-4 Fertilizer or Bloodmeal 12-0-0 for healthy growth. 

Mulch all of your veggies with compost to prevent soil particles getting on foliage and causing disease problems. 

Sprinkle Horticultural Corn Meal over the mulch to hinder soil borne diseases. 

Check daily and harvest in the cooler hours of the AM and PM. Remember how quick that squash can grow over-

night. If you have excess, donate to local food banks. 

...Continued from Pg.2 

Join Us For Another Book Signing 

with Neil Sperry! 

Join Us For Another Book Signing 

with Neil Sperry! 

Join Us For Another Book Signing 

with Neil Sperry! 

Sunday, June 8th, 2014 
 

2:00pm—4:00pm 

Sunday, June 8th, 2014 
 

2:00pm—4:00pm 

If you missed his previous book signing 

event here in April, 

Neil will be here again offering his new 

book for sale and signing! 

Don’t M
iss O

ut 

On This G
reat Opportunity! 

Don’t M
iss O

ut 

On This G
reat Opportunity! 

Don’t M
iss O

ut 

On This G
reat Opportunity! 

Totally new format! 

344 pages and more than 840 photographs! 

Neil’s BEST garden book ever! 

http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/events.htm


For all residents in the Dallas Metroplex, the critical issue of water creeps into 

everyone’s conversation when we talk about gardening.  In urban areas of Texas 

about 25 percent of the water supply is used for landscape and garden watering.  

With 100 degree temperatures just around the corner, here are some things you 

could consider doing in order to use our most precious resource wisely and keep 

your landscape alive at the same time. 
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 Less Turf Grass:   Enlarge your flower 

beds and plan for less turf grass areas.  It’s 

been estimated that turf grass uses 60% 

more water than the typical shrub and 

flower bed. 
 

 Choose Native, Adaptive, and Drought 

Tolerant Plants:   They are better able to 

survive (and thrive) on less water.  Shades 

of Green stocks a large selection of drought 

tolerant plants and trees.  Our staff members 

are happy to make recommendations for you 

to help with your selections. 
 

 Prepare Your Soil:   Prior to planting, 

loosen your heavy clay soils with a 

combination of compost and expanded 

shale.  This preparation enables your plants 

to absorb water at a higher rate and stay 

moist longer; happy plants make for happy 

gardeners.  We can help you choose the 

appropriate material for your garden. 
 

 Mulch Well:   After planting, add 2 to 3 

inches of hardwood, pine bark, or cedar 

mulch to your planting beds.  This important 

step helps retain moisture in your beds and 

helps prevent the weeds from taking hold – 

which steals moisture from your plants. 
 

 Irrigate Efficiently:   It’s essential.  

Watering deeply and infrequently is the very 

best way to water.  You may need to set 

your sprinkler system to run through each 

circuit more than once to allow for deep 

watering without run-off.  If you do not 

know how to adjust your sprinkler system or 

don’t have an instruction manual, an 

irrigation company can show you how in a 

jiffy. 
 

 Install Drip Irrigation:   Convert spray 

zones to drip zones in your flower/shrub 

beds and vegetable gardens.  It’s not very 

difficult and many cities are offering classes 

to teach residents how to do it themselves. 
 

 Irrigation Maintenance:   About once a 

month run your irrigation system during the 

day so you can watch it.  Check for errant or 

broken sprinkler heads.  We usually run our 

sprinkler systems during the nighttime hours 

when we’re fast asleep so we have no idea 

whether or not it’s in proper working order.  

Having a water geyser in your yard is a 

tremendous waste of water. 
 

 Measure Rainfall:   Consider buying a 

rain gauge.  Each time a resident applies one 

inch of water to their lawn or landscape, 

they use approximately 5,000 gallons of 

water!  If we are fortunate enough to get an 

inch of rain, you can turn your sprinkler 

system off for the week and save that water. 

Lastly, make sure you stay familiar with the current water restrictions in your city.  Not following the 

rules can draw a hefty fine and may even result in your water being turned off altogether.  Water 

restrictions are not here just for the time being.  Every indication is that they are here to stay.  Water 

conservation is going to be a way of life for all of us in the future.  Be informed and aware of what you 

can do to help. 

By Marilyn Hill 

Water .... Now You See It 

Now You Don’t 

Water .... Now You See It 

Now You Don’t 
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Come Socialize 

With Us! 

 

Follow, 

Tweet, 

and Like Us! 

Be Water Wise! Be Water Wise! Be Water Wise! 

Mulch Conserves Soil’s 

Precious Moisture 

Any Mulch 

Purchase 

Over $30.00 

Any Mulch 

Purchase 

Over $50.00 

W hether for your garden or your landscape 

Shades of Green Nursery will gladly assist 

As the drought conditions still persist 

In making the outdoors your escape 

T ake a stroll through our shrubs 

Ponder ornamental grasses by the pond 

Load fertilizer for your lawn 

Or grab a treatment for grubs 

I f you want to plant a tree 

We have several acres of those 

Honeysuckle, rosemary, or roses for your nose 

Float by soon, like a butterfly you’ll see 

W e will help you find the right plant for the right place 

Maybe you need vegetables to turn with a spade 

Or perhaps something specifically planted for shade 

Our native plants will enhance your outdoor space 

O ur knowledgeable staff hopes to help you soon 

Come on by in the month of June 

Spend time at Shades of Green viewing our blooms 

Enjoy the wonderful outdoors before the August swoon 

Float By 
Like A Butterfly 

By Steve Specht 


