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W hat may be considered as an inexpensive option could eventually be 

harmful to your plants.  Although the dyes in color treated mulch are 

considered safe (compared to a few decades ago, when harsh chemicals such as 

arsenic were found through testing), the mulch itself provides no organic 

material that creates nutrients for your flower beds.  It simply sits there until it 

rots, giving your plants no additional benefits.  
 

All the mulches we offer at Shades of Green provide benefits to the soil as it decomposes.  Now is 

the time of year to get your mulch spread in the flower beds!  Be sure to get a good two to three 

inch thick layer, and apply approximately once a year.  For recent plantings, give the base of the 

trunk some ‘breathing room’ – about one to two inches away from the base. 
  
While mulch is not only aesthetically pleasing, it also provides benefits to your flower beds below 

the surface.  Shredded hardwood mulch breaks down and adds nutritional value to our clay soils, 

further benefitting your native landscape.  It also holds its place well during a hard rain instead of 

washing out.  Natural mulch such as hardwood actually acts as a water retainer, letting your plants 

absorb as much water as needed. 
 

Another efficient option that had gained increased popularity is using stone or gravel as mulch.  

While more expensive up-front, gravel lasts longer and requires less maintenance than mulch.  

As there appears to be no end in sight to our watering restrictions, Xeriscaping with gravel in 

your flower beds provides a long term, low-maintenance way to still have a pleasing landscape.  

And though you might step out in your yard and think you’re in Arizona or New Mexico, that very 

well could be the way things are heading with our dwindling water supply.  
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Visit www.ShadesOfGreenInc.com 
For Promotions and Events!  LIKE us on Facebook too! 

Plant … heat loving seasonal color such 

as Lantana, Zinnias, Vinca, Purslane … we 

have lots that will work!  When choosing 

perennials remember we are here to help you 

pick the “Right Plant for the Right Place”!  It’s 

best to wait on planting B&B (balled and burlapped) 

trees until the fall.  Container grown trees can be planted 

now, just be prepared to hand-water or use “Treegator” 

bags on them to get them through the summer’s heat.  

Incorporating some tropical color out on your patio or 

pool deck will give you some extra pizzazz!  Tropical 

Hibiscus, Mandevilla, and Bougainvillea, are just a few 

of the choices you’ll find here.  Most tropical color 

blooms on new growth, so be sure to fertilize regularly 

throughout the summer with “Colorscapes” or 

“ColorStar” to enhance blooming. 
 

Prune … as needed just for controlling odd shape 

growth and to maintain size on plants. 
 

Fertilize … with “Colorscapes” or “ColorStar” 

on annuals and perennials to keep them blooming 

happily.  Use “SuperThrive” on newly planted plants, or 

any stressed plants and trees.  Use “Gardenville 7-2-2” 

on lawns again at the end of May or beginning of June. 
 

Water … As Needed.  Hand water newly planted 

plants to help them establish before summer’s heat kicks 

in.  Remember a lot of our drought-tolerant plants have 

been grown with regular watering in their pots.  You 

need to hand water them after planting for the first two to 

three weeks and gradually wean them off frequent 

watering as their root system establishes in your 

landscape.  Once established (about a month) they can 

survive on less water.  Consider converting your beds to 

drip irrigation to use water more efficiently.  Our region’s 

water restrictions are probably here for good so the 

sooner you adapt, the happier you and your plantings will 

be. 

 

Pests … As we’ve stated before, it is 

virtually impossible for us to give accurate pest 

advice over the phone.  Bring in samples of 

problems in a baggie and we’ll advise you on 

choices for control.  With insects, we encourage 

you to identify the insect first then use an appropriate 

control for that bug.  Check Crape Myrtles for scale on 

branches.  The scale looks like small white fuzzy cotton 

pieces attached to the stems.  Control with “All Seasons 

Oil”, which suffocates them.  Once you see fungus it is 

hard to clear up the affected spots, but you can spray to 

prevent new foliage, or other foliage, from getting the 

problem.  We carry an “organic” disease control product 

called “Serenade Garden Disease Control”.  This 

product is safe for use on fruits, vegetables, and 

ornamentals.  It can be used around people, pets, and 

wildlife.  You can learn more about it through their 

website, www.serenadegarden.com.  As always, we try to 

give you earth friendly options for pest control. 
 

Other  … 
Keep Mosquitoes Away with our favorite non-toxic 

repellant, Sandalwood Mosquito Sticks.  They really 

work great and even smell good! 

Mulch, Mulch, Mulch.  Keep mulch at a minimum 

of 2” on all planting bed areas.  With summer’s heat 

around the corner it will conserve water and keep 

your plantings healthier. 

Keep up with the veggies you planted.  Have more 

than you can use?  Donate them to your local food 

pantry. 

Put out your Hummingbird feeder!  Better yet, plant 

the right plants they prefer. We’ve got a        

gorgeous selection of plants that attract 

Hummingbirds ... we’re here to help you make the 

right selection. 

http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com
https://www.facebook.com/ShadesOfGreenInc?ref=hl
http://www.serenadegarden.com
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Blackfoot Daisy 

Our Favorite Native Perennials For Attracting Butterflies 

Zexmenia 

Hardy Aster 

Texas Lantana 

Gregg’s Mistflower 

Verbena 

Purple Coneflower 

Yarrow 

Black-eyed Susan 

Revising an article from our May 2011 newsletter, these are some of our favorite perennials which 

survive and thrive on low maintenance and low water requirements, are environmentally friendly, 

attract native songbirds, and are locally grown in Collinsville!   (Listed from shortest to tallest!) 
 

Grows  8”-

12”h x 24”w.  Blooms white with yellow center spring through 

fall.  Likes full sun, must stay dry.  Cut back slightly in late spring 

if needed.  
 

Grows 8”-12”h x 36”w.  Flowers in 

many colors.  Verbena bipinnatifida is a native.  Use as ground 

cover or as a spiller over walls.  Excellent in containers.  Cut back 

after blooms fade. 
 

Grows 18”-24”h x 

18”w.  Bloom purple in the fall.  Sun to part shade.  Many 

varieties to try.  E. angstifolia does best here. 
 

Grows 18”-24”h x 36”w.  Blooms 

orange in late spring to fall.  Likes sun to shade, very easy to 

grow.  Cut back in spring, trim anytime as needed. 
 

Grows 24”-30”h x 24”w.  Many 

color blooms in late spring to summer.  Likes sun to part shade.  

Spreads quickly, great cut flowers.  Divide in the spring. 

‘Moonshine’ best yellow one, ‘Paprika’ blooms nice red. 
 

Grows 24”-30”h x 36”w.  

Blooms blue.  Likes sun to part shade.  Cut back until July to keep 

full.  Hard to find a better blue flower late in the season. 
 

Grows 24”-30”h x 

36”w.  Blooms blue in late spring though fall.  Likes sun to part 

shade.  A real butterfly magnet!  Keep in native soil, spreads like 

wildfire in amended soil.  Cut back anytime for re-bloom.  
 

Grows 24”-30”h x 36+”w.  

Many colors available.  Blooms late spring thru fall.  Likes sun to 

part shade.  L. horrida is a hardy shrub to 4’ tall.  All others not 

hardy.  Fast growing, use anywhere. 
 

Grows 24”-30”h x 36”w. 

Blooms yellow in late summer to fall.  Likes sun to part shades, 

easy to grow.  R. herbstonne can grow to 5’ tall. 

Continued on pg.4... 
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...Continued from pg.3 

More Favorite Native Perennials For Attracting Butterflies 

 Grows 12”-18”h x 24”w.  Blooms red, 

pink or white in spring.  ‘Green Spice’ is native.  All do best in the 

shade.  Great used in mixed container gardens. 

 

 Grows 24”-30”h x 36”w.  

Blooms small profuse pink blooms summer through fall.  Likes sun 

to part shade.  Not native but very easy to grow.  

 

 Grows 18”-24”h x 36”w.  Coral 

blooms spring thru fall.  Hard to find coral blooms.  Likes to stay on 

the dry side.  Sun or shade, trim as needed. 

 

 Grows 24”-30”h x 30”w.  Many 

colored blooms spring thru fall.  Likes sun to part shade.  Cut to 

ground in early spring, blooms constantly on new growth. 

 

 Grows 24”-36”h x 30”w.  

Blooms blue spring thru fall.  Likes sun to part shade.  Cut back in 

spring.  ‘Henry Duelberg’ is the best blue variety.  ‘Augusta 

Duelberg’ has white flowers. 

 

 Grows 30”-

36”h x 30”w.  Many colors available.  Blooms spring thru fall.  

Likes full sun and dry conditions.  Best cut back in spring.  

Agastache cana is native, all others do fine too. 

 

 Grows 18”-24”h x 

36”w.  White or pink blooms spring thru fall.  Tall airy blooms work 

great as a “filler” plant.  Sun to part shade.  Cut back for repeat 

blooms.   ‘Pink Cloud’ is one of our favorites. 

 

 Grows 36”-48”h x 

36”w.  Blooms red in early summer thru fall.  Likes sun to part 

shade.  Trim as needed anytime, not picky at all. 

 

 Grows 36”-

48”h x 36”w.  Blooms red, pink, and white in early summer thru fall.  

Likes shade to some sun.  Trim anytime, cut back hard in early 

spring.  Late to emerge.  ‘Pam’s Pink’ is a very nice pink bloomer. 

Mealy Blue Sage 

Gaura 

Turk’s Cap 

Coral Bells 

Hummingbird Bush 

Hummingbird Mint 

Autumn Sage 

Texas Betony 

Pink Skullcap 
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We have heard many of our customers over the last couple of years express 

disappointment that we no longer carried as many gift items as we used to.  So, we 

decided to try some new items this spring season! 

G i f ts ,  G i fts  and More G ifts!  
(YOU ASKED, WE LISTENED!) 

We are now carrying a new candle line from 

Swan Creek Candle Co.
®
!  Each candle is in a 

beautiful piece of pottery and is made with 

American Soybean Wax
TM

.  We’ve brought in 

an interesting variety of intense fragrances to 

choose from, such as ‘Roasted Espresso’, 

‘Lavender & Lemongrass’, ‘Red Currant’, 

‘Snickerdoodle’, and ‘Bourbon Maple Sugar’ ... 

just to name a few!  Some of them smell good 

enough to eat (but please don’t)!  The best part is 

that after the candle is gone you have a cute 

piece of pottery that you’ll be able to put a plant 

in, or use in other creative ways.  It’s like getting 

two for one! 

We are also carrying a new line of custom, handmade, 

eco-friendly doormats!  Entryways doormats are 

uniquely designed and crafted by artists, and are made 

of coconut husks (coir) ... a 100% natural, renewable, 

and sustainable resource.  The result is a beautiful 

hand-made high quality durable doormat!  You have to 

see them in person to see how cute they are! 

We have also added some darling garden benches, 

along with a new line of outdoor furniture handcrafted 

by Australian designer Aaran Jackson (where no two 

are the same)!  It is quite snazzy and unusual! 

Come check out all the new, fun, and unique garden stuff! 
 

We are always interested in hearing what our customers would like to see 

us carry in the future.  So if there is something out there that interests you, 

please let us know!  Our Customers are our #1 Priority! 

by Leeann Knippa 



OR 

 

Come Socialize 

With Us! 

 

Follow, 

Tweet, 

and Like Us! 

Any Purchase of 
Four (4) or More 

1-Gallon Perennials! 

Any Purchase of 
Ten (10) or More 

1-Gallon Perennials! 

Hummingbird  

 & Butterfly 

Hummingbird  

 & Butterfly 

Mother’s Day! 
May 11, 2014 

Mother’s Day! 
May 11, 2014 

Mother’s Day! 
May 11, 2014 


