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Planting spring blooming bulbs in the fall here in north Texas doesn’t have to be a 
confusing undertaking.  With a little planning, you can have a glorious show of early 

spring bloomers that will bring ‘oooohhh’s and ‘aaaahhh’s of approval from your 
neighbors. 
 

Narcissus bulbs should be planted in October/November in order to give them time to 

produce roots during the colder temps of winter. Those roots are essential for strong 
foliage growth as the soils warm up in the spring, which in turn helps produce hardy 
blooms.  Daffodils and Paperwhites, are reliable selections that will come back for 
many years.  (These are also good candidates for forcing indoors for a pop of color!) 
 

Because our winters are relatively mild, Tulip bulbs will require extra chilling time 
before they should be planted.  Purchase Tulip bulbs in October and tuck them away 

in your refrigerator drawer for about 60 days in a breathable bag such as mesh or 
paper.  Never freeze bulbs.  Tulips should be planted in late-December or very early 
January, after pre-chilling. 
 

Just like most of your other plants, bulbs will perform best in well-drained fertile soil, 
with adequate mulch coverage to conserve moisture.  Sprinkle a handful of Bone and 
Blood Meal in each planting hole to provide a slow release of nutrients to encourage 
strong root development.  Plant your bulbs at a depth of twice the size of the bulb, and 

about 3” apart.  Plant in masses for a spectacular show come spring!  Give your newly 
planted bulbs a good deep drink of water to work out any air pockets and to saturate 
the soil.  If the winter is on the dry side, water your planting beds occasionally, but do 

not overwater as bulbs will rot if the soil is too soggy. 
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The 23rd of September marked the first day of Autumn, and we could not think of 

a better way to ring-in this time of year than with a Fall Festival and Open House 

celebration!  To those of you who came out Saturday the 26th, Thank You!   

 

We had such a wonderful turnout and had a blast with our customers.  Rob 

Banda, with Rob’s Creations, was the highlight of the day as he carved a six foot 

bear holding a Shades of Green sign.  Guests were amazed with his craftsmanship 

and the bear will be on display at the nursery for years to come.   Some customers 

took advantage of the knowledge we brought in for our speaker sessions.  They 

brought great questions and were given great answers by our three speakers, 

Carolyn Oldham (Timber & Prairie Audubon Society), Brice Creelman (Shades of 

Green) and Sarah Sours (Arborilogical Services.)  The kids had a wonderful time in 

our Kids Korner, where they had an unlimited amount of arts and crafts supplies 

to decorate and paint their pumpkins. People were serenaded by the guitar strings 

of John Wynn, as they waited in line at our two Food Trucks, Easy Sliders & 

JBirds Chicken.  And as the temperatures climbed in the afternoon, guest could 

cool off with their favorite sno-cone from Bahama Bucks.   A good time was had by 

all! (Probably the best time was had by our $500 gift certificate winner!)  

 

Even though the Fall Festival is over, we are moving into one of the best times to 

plant.  We stocked our shelves with all the fall favorites; pumpkins, mums, Indian 

corn, etc … and word on the street is that pansies will be here en-mass the first 

weekend in October!  There is still plenty of time to swing by the nursery and talk 

to our experts about your gardening needs.  Whether it’s a little spruce up of fall 

color, or a full scale over-haul, Shades of Green is always The Right Place for the 

Right Plants.  

By Jarratt Calvert 

http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/events.htm
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PLANT… Fall is the BEST TIME FOR 

PLANTING!  
 Color … plant Pansies, Ornamental Kale, 

Snapdragons, Alyssum, Dianthus, and 

Mums. 

 Perennials … Plant most any of them!  

They’ll get established this fall and winter 

to flourish next year.  Dig up, divide and 

replant spring flowering perennials such as 

daylilies, Iris, Shasta daisies and Oxalis.  

These all benefit from thinning out clumps 

at least every 3 years.  Share any surplus 

clumps with family, friends, and neighbors. 

 Bulbs … Narcissus bulbs (Daffodil and 

Paper White) can be planted this month.  

Tulip bulbs will need to be chilled in the 

fridge and planted later in December.  Our 

bulbs will be arriving the week of October 

19th! 

 Wildflower Seeds should be planted now if 

you have not done so yet. 

 Shrubs and Trees … Save some money and 

check out our ANNUAL TREE SALE going 

on now! 
 

PRUNE…  
 Shrubs and perennials to groom and shape.  

We like to leave perennials shaggy through 

the winter to provide seed and fruit for 

wildlife.  If you prefer to tidy up your beds, 

use plant markers by your perennials to 

remind you where they are come spring! 
 

FERTILIZE…  
 If you did not use Gardenville 7-2-2 in 

September, you can still apply it now. 

 Blood Meal on Pansies and other fall color 

will help them give their best blooms.  

Apply every 6 weeks through winter. 
 

 

PESTS…  
 Fall is a good time to apply Beneficial 

Nematodes to control grubs, fire ants, fleas, 

and ticks.  They help keep a natural 

balance between good and bad bugs in 

your soil.  
 

WATER…  
 Hand water newly planted plants to get 

them established.  Turn your sprinklers off 

and conserve water after we’ve had a rain 

of 1/2” or more during a weekly period.  

Use a rain gauge to monitor your rainfall. 
 

LAWN…  
 Watch for Brown Patch on St. Augustine 

lawns.  This fungus prefers cool 

temperatures (50°-60°) and moisture to 

develop.  Use Horticultural Cornmeal (not 

Corn Gluten Meal) to prevent Brown 

Patch, and help cure it. 

 Rake and/or mulch leaves from your lawn 

to allow sunlight to continue to strengthen 

the grass’s food storage for the upcoming 

winter. 

 

OTHER BITS & PIECES…  
 Check your houseplants for hitch-hiking 

insect pests before you bring them in for 

the winter!  

 Get out and enjoy the cooler temps and 

start changing your landscape this fall!  

 Feed and water the birds in your garden.  

 Mulch your planting beds before winter’s 

cold arrives. 
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** MUST PRESENT COUPON ** 
One Coupon Per Household Please 

Offer Expires October 31, 2015 

With Any Purchase 

Over $20.00 

 

(2.75# bag only) 

With Your Purchase of 

 [or more]  

[18-count or 20-count flats] 

* MUST PRESENT COUPON * 
One Coupon Per Household Please  

May Not Be Combined With  
Any Other Discount  

Offer Expires October 31, 2015  


