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HOURS:   MON - SAT   8:00 A.M. TO 5:30 P.M. 

   ** Closed on Sundays in January ** 

Here are a few things you can do during January to help your trees 

do better in the coming year.  Get bundled up and let’s head outside.  
Come on, it will only take about ten minutes!  
 

 Adjust any slack out of the guy wires or straps on newly 

planted trees.  

 If the tree has been planted for a year or more already, 

remove the guy wires and stakes. 

 If you’re currently using a Treegator® bag around the trunk 

of your tree, be sure to remove it if it’s been on longer than 
two weeks.  

 Remove excess mulch (remember no mulch volcanoes!).  

Expose the root flare if you can’t easily see it.  

 Look at the branches for signs of scale or anything else that 

is unusual.  

 Check moisture of the soil, and water if it is dry.  Learn to 

use a Moisture Meter.  Come by the nursery and we’ll be 
happy to explain how it’s done. 

 Apply Superthrive®.  Add one teaspoon to a gallon of water.  

Apply one gallon of mixture on the root ball for each inch of 
diameter trunk.  For example, make and apply 3-gallons for 
a tree that measures 3” in trunk diameter one foot up from 
the ground.  

 

Ok, good job!  Your trees will appreciate your attention and reward 
you in the spring! 



Plant … TREES!   Shrubs and Perennials can all be planted now 

as well.  We’ve encouraged people for years to plant year-round, and 

more people are taking advantage of our winter season to plant.  Now 

is also a good time to transplant trees, shrubs, and perennials.  So 

move that Crape Myrtle instead of chopping it off the house each year.  
If not in the ground already, you can still plant tulips bulbs now.  We 

may have bulbs left until the middle of January. 
 

Prune … Shrubs to shape if needed.  Major trimming on trees can 

be done now if needed.  Watch our Events Page for a Pruning Class 

in February!  We’ll be demonstrating how to prune on most plants.  

So come on out ... rain or shine!  
 

Fertilize … Pansies every two weeks with Bloodmeal.  Use 

Superthrive on any newly planted trees monthly.  
 

Water … Hand-water newly planted flowers or plants weekly with a hose.  Keep your 

sprinkler on Manual Mode and only water if we get less than one-half inch of rain every two 
weeks this month.  Remember, your landscape requires hardly any water during the dormant 

months (Dec-Feb).  Conserve that water for later this summer.  
 

Pests … Apply Dormant Oil on trees and shrubs to control scale especially if you’ve had it 

on them before, such as Crape Myrtles.  Spray existing, noticeable and pesky weeds in your 

dormant turf with a Vinegar and Orange Oil Solution on sunny and warm days as an organic 

post emergent weed control.  For this solution, mix undiluted 20% Vinegar with 2oz. Orange 
Oil and 2 drops liquid soap. 
 

Other Bits and Pieces …  

 Feed the Birds!  Keep bird feeders filled throughout the 

winter.  Especially in harsh weather conditions such as snow 
and ice.  Your feathered neighbors will appreciate the 

supplemental food source to help them survive the winter! 

 Mulch bare soil. 

 Put leaves in compost pile. 

 Cover blooming Pansies and color bowls with N-Sulate frost 

cloth during cold spells below 25°F. 

 Start doing garden planning so you’ll be ready for spring.  

Spring is only about 10 weeks away!  Our Landscape Design 

and Installation service will begin to build a wait time so get 
on the schedule now! 
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NICE! (N at ives  In st ea d of  Comm o n Ex o ti c s !)  
Plant Of The Season –  Winter 2015  

Quercus macrocarpa 

A Majestic Tree 

Written by Dr. Becca Dickstein 
 

Description: Bur Oak, Quercus macrocarpa, also called 

Mossycup Oak and Prairie Oak, is native to tallgrass prairies and 

river bottomlands in the Blackland Prairie & Cross Timbers 

regions of North Texas. Bur Oak averages 70 ft tall and 70 ft 

wide, but can grow to over 100 ft tall and 100 ft wide. It has 

deeply furrowed, dark gray bark and multi-lobed deep-green 

leaves of 8 inches to 1 foot in length and up to 6 inches wide. 

Bur Oak is deciduous; its leaves turn yellow in autumn and 

completely shed in winter. New growth appears in early spring. 
 

Flowers and Seeds: Bur Oak's common and species names 

refer to its large acorns. "Bur" refers to the acorn cup that looks 

like the fringed bur of a chestnut, while “macrocarpa” means 

large-fruited. Bur Oak’s impressive acorns are as big as 2 inches 

in diameter, with a fringed cap. The acorns mature in late 

summer or early fall, following pollination of catkin type flowers 

in spring. 
 

Planting sites: Bur Oak should be planted where it will have 

room to grow. It will grow in various soil types, especially 

deeper soils. It should be planted in full or part sun. 
 

Watering Instructions: During dry spells, Bur Oak should 

have supplemental water for the first 2-3 years after it is planted. 

After that, it will appreciate supplemental water during dry 

periods, but it is drought tolerant. 
 

Comments: Bur Oak is fast-growing for an oak, usually gaining a foot or more of new growth each year. It 

is also long-lived, with some individuals living 200 years. Bur Oaks are heat-, cold-, drought-, air-pollution- 

and car-exhaust-tolerant and resistant to most pests, including oak wilt. Bur Oaks have deep tap roots and 

don’t put out above-ground roots that damage sidewalks or slab foundations. No pre-treatment is necessary to 

propagate new trees from acorns gathered in the fall. Fresh Bur Oak acorns should be planted outdoors or in 

deep containers to accommodate the initial deep taproot. Keep pots protected from squirrels and rodents who 

will dig and eat the planted acorns. Bur Oaks provide shelter and nesting sites for birds, food for mammals 

and is the larval host food for Edwards Hairstreak and Horace’s Duskywing butterflies. Consider planting Bur 

Oaks instead of non-native trees like the invasive Chinese Pistache or short-lived Silver Maple. Bur Oak is an 

excellent shade tree for North Texas.  

 
Plant of the Season, Sponsored by the Trinity Forks Chapter, Native Plant Society of Texas, Operation NICE! 

Trinity Forks Chapter, Native Plant Society of Texas Meetings are the 4th Thursdays in Jan, Feb, Mar, 

Apr, May, Jun, Sep & Oct at 6:30 pm, in TWU’s Ann Stuart Science Complex, in Denton, TX. 

www.npsot.org/TrinityForks  

Bur Oak at Old Alton Bridge 
[Photo courtesy of Kathy Saucier] 

http://www.npsot.org/TrinityForks
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January 1st - 30th, 2016 

In -Stock Chimes Only  

While  Suppl ies  Last  

Specially 

Selected 

Rustic 

& 

Glazed 

Pottery 

DON’T MISS OUT!! 

SELECTION IS EXTREMELY LIMITED! 
SALE CONTINUED THROUGH JANUARY 30, 2016! 
May Not Be Combined With Any Other Discount or Coupon. 
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