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It’s never easy to say “goodbye”.  However, gardeners cannot help learning about losses as they go. 
 

Just recently, I was digging a Texas sage from the ground out by my mailbox.  It had happily produced 

purple blossoms for many years and never asked much of me.  Over the years it had grown to a large size 

and yes I was pruning a branch here and there that would brush a neighbor as they passed by.  This was 

very little work for such an easy and fuss-free plant.  I shared my excitement in planting this Texas sage in 

an earlier newsletter issue.  Now, it was time to part ways with this “good” friend.  I pushed the shovel into 

the soil and thought about the other plants lost during our time in this house. 

When we bought some 20 years ago, I told my wife that we were not just getting the house; we were 

gaining a little bit of this earth to call our ‘home’.  We searched for weeks to find the ideal number of 

bedrooms, baths and kitchen layout.  However, I was looking at the landscape: the trees, the shrubs and for 

any ornamentals.  I took note of the number of trees surrounding the house.  I believe we counted nineteen 

trees made up of seven different varieties just after move-in.  Over the years we’ve had several trees and 

plants come to their useful end and we planted others to replace them. 
 

I remembered one removal, taken on during the 100 degree days of summer.  My brother-in-law and I 

tackled the stump removal of a 30-year-old female Yaupon holly cut down earlier that year.  It was back 

numbing work to dig under the twisted mass of roots and finally lift the 150-pound stump out of the ground.  

As I said before it’s NEVER easy to say “goodbye”. 
 

Over the last couple of years, I’ve spoken to many customers going through the same work in their own 

landscape.  When a customer shows up in the nursery with their rose photos and/or cuttings; it’s always 
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… 

 Add COLOR to your  planting beds to boost 

your landscape’s “WOW” factor!  Since it’s 

already hot out there, add some bright, bold 

colors like hot pinks, yellows, and reds.  

Periwinkle, Portulaca, and Lantana love the 

heat.  Replace weak looking plants in your 

containers with something fresh and blooming!  
 

 Now is the best time to choose Crape Myrtles for 

their color.  Be sure to check the mature size of 

the ones you are interested in and then be sure to 

give it the right sized space in your landscape.  

Remember you can help prevent ‘Crape Murder’ 

by selecting the correct mature size.  Bring a 

picture and measurements of your space, we will 

be happy to help you choose!  
 

 Container trees can be planted as long as you 

are prepared to water and tend to your new tree 

properly.  For the best chance of success we 

suggest waiting until the fall season to plant 

B&B (balled and burlap) trees. 
 

… As needed to shape er rant growth.  

Consider abandoning that old-fashioned hedging 

technique and let your plants grow naturally.  

Really ... those little meatballs and cubes went out 

with bell bottoms.  Spent blooms and flower stalks 

can be removed from perennials to tidy them up and 

encourage re-blooming.  
 

… with Gardenville 7-2-2.  If you 

missed June’s application, you can fertilize 

everything now.  Use Colorscapes, Color Star, or  

Osmocote on color  plantings and color  pots.  Most 

tropical plants bloom on new growth so fertilize well 

to keep them growing and blooming.  For those with 

Palms, we have a good Palm Food to help them.  
 

… Please Be ‘Water Wise’.  Follow 

your cities restrictions.  Follow the cycle and soak 

method.  Hand-water those thirsty plants between 

soakings.  Consider installing drip irrigation in beds 

and even small lawn areas.  We need to continue to 

practice water conservation even though our lakes 

are full from the recent plentiful rains.  You can find 

information, help, and advice on most city websites 

(many are on our Useful Links page of our website).  

Texas A&M Agrilife Extension has info.  And, you 

can find information under our ‘Plant Care’ page on 

our own website.  
 

…  
 Tackle fire ants with a three-pronged attack:  

1. Molasses dr ives them out of your  yard and 

improves your soil’s health.  

2. Come and Get It is bait which can be used 

on mounds or over your entire yard.  

3. Mound Drench those stubborn ant mounds 

to get back at ’em quickly.  
 

 Watch for Scale on Crape Myrtles, Hollies, and 

Magnolias. When the temps reach over 90F, we 

suggest a systemic insecticide called Bayer Tree 

& Shrub Protect & Feed to kill scale. 
 

 For the fungus among us we carry Serenade 

which is an organic fungicide that controls a 

broad spectrum of fungal problems.  
 

 As always, bring us samples – it’s hard to make 

accurate recommendations over the phone.  
 

 Pick up ‘Sandalwood’ Mosquito Sticks, and 

Mosquito Bits & Dunks to keep mosquitoes 

away.   [See our Coupon this month!] 
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NICE! ( Na t ives  I n stea d  o f  C omm o n  E xo t i c s !)  

PLANT OF THE SEASON  –  SUMMER 2015 

Hesperaloe parviflora 

Tough Texas Summer Favorite Shrub 
 

Written by Dr. Becca Dickstein   
 

Description:  Red Yucca, Hesperaloe parviflora, has evergreen 

leaves that are thick, dark gray-green and sword-shaped, often with a 

graceful arch, with no dangerous tips. The leaves have interesting 

thread-like peeling leaf margins, adding to their attractiveness. The 

foliage reaches 2-3 feet tall and 2-4 feet wide. Red Yucca, a Central 

and Western Texas native, is a favorite for Texas landscapes. In spite 

of its common name, Red Yucca is in the Agavaceae, making it an 

agave, not a yucca. In the wild, it is found in prairies, rocky slopes, and 

mesquite groves in Central Texas to the western side of the Edwards 

Plateau and in the Chihuahuan desert in Arizona and Northern Mexico. 
 

Flowers and Seeds:  Red Yucca starts to send up flower spikes in 

mid-spring. A mature plant in full sun may sprout up to ten flower 

spikes that are usually 3-5 feet tall but can reach over 7 feet tall, 

making an impressive display. Each flower spike will have scores of 

individual tubular deep pink to coral to yellow flowers, about 1 inch 

across. Red Yucca blooms on and off until October. After pollination, 

woody seed capsules 2 inches in diameter develop. Seeds may be 

collected from the pods after they dry out and split open.  
 

Planting Sites:  Red Yucca thrives in full sun and tolerates partial 

shade. It tolerates a range of soil pH and soil types, including poor soil. 
  

Watering Instructions:  Red Yucca should be given 

supplemental water at the time that it is first planted. After it is 

established, it is extremely drought tolerant, and does not need 

supplemental water. It does well in extreme xeric conditions. It will not 

tolerate “wet feet” – it must have adequate drainage.  
  

Comments:  Red Yucca is an outstanding choice for xeric, low-maintenance landscaping, needing no supplemental 

water and almost no attention in North Texas. Care involves a once yearly pruning of spent flower stalks in late winter or 

early spring. Red Yucca is extremely heat tolerant and also cold-hardy. It is easy to propagate from seed. Its flowers 

attract hummingbirds, butterflies, bees and night-pollinating moths. Deer will eat the flowers, but not the foliage. Red 

Yucca is great in rock gardens. Planted en masse, Red Yucca makes quite a statement, especially when it is in bloom. 

Companion plants include Mexican Feathergrass, Lance-leaf Coreopsis, Winecup, Autumn Sage and true yuccas. In 

addition to normal Red Yucca, there is also a variety with butter-yellow flowers and a dwarf variety with crimson 

flowers starting to enter the garden market. 

 
 

Plant of the Season, Sponsored by the Trinity Forks Chapter, Native Plant Society of Texas Operation 
Trinity Forks Chapter, Native Plant Society of Texas Meetings are the 4th Thursdays in Jan, Feb, Mar, 

Apr, May, Jun, Sep & Oct at 6:30 pm, in TWU’s Ann Stuart Science Complex, in Denton, TX. 

www.npsot.org/TrinityForks  

Photos courtesy of: 

Becca Dickstein (left, top right) 

Lon Turnbull  (bottom right) 

http://www.npsot.org/TrinityForks
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Summer is a great time to do 

   andscape      esign 

& Planning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Give us a call to schedule an 

appointment with our 

Professional Landscape Designers! 

Design now and be the first  

on the fall installation list! 

Coming In September! 

L  D  

Check our website under the 

‘PLANT CARE’ 
link for good summer gardening tips! 

Check all newly planted trees regularly 

(at least twice weekly) for water.  

Adjust guy wires if needed, mulch and 

use Superthrive™ if needed for stress. 

Give 

The 

MUST PRESENT COUPON        NO OTHER PURCHASE NECESSARY! 

COUPON VALID JULY 1ST - JULY 31ST, 2015 

6-PACK ONLY 

http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/events.htm
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unfortunate to see weird unusual growth and excessive thorns.  When we diagnose the presence of Rose 

Rosette disease, I hear myself saying “I’m sorry for your loss”.  Unfortunately, the rose will eventually be 

killed by the disease. 
 

Does it seem a little strange to express loss for a plant?  I don’t think so because who hasn’t spent time 

regularly mulching, watering all the time (except this year), and feeding these plants’ lives.  Should we not 

treat the loss of a plant just like the people or pets in our lives?  Not a need to grieve so much or have a 

formal service, just a healthy respect for how our lives are changed by those living things around us. 
 

It is said that gardeners plant “Hope”.  Yes, we’ve lost some plant friends along the way, but we welcome 

new ones because we believe in the future.  Our nursery has always promised the ‘Right Plant for the Right 

Place’ and we continue that today.  Maybe we should add more by saying we provide the “Right Start” for 

the “Right Plant in the Right Place”.  If you purchase your new plant “friends” here at your local 

independent nursery, your losses can be minimized. 
 

This is because we genuinely want you to succeed with your plant purchases from us.  While you have other 

choices to shop, we understand the value-added benefit of local plants/products sold by local gardeners…

that’s us.  We take care of your plant purchase before you even know you want it.  During the summer 

months, our staff is working extremely hard at this! 
 

So come in to see us soon; even if you just need advice or want to say “hello”.  We want your gardening 

experience to be pleasurable.  Losses are part of the process; but we can show you a different way of saying 

“Good Buy”! 
 

P.S.  At the end of June, we said “goodbye” to a long time coworker and friend.  

Tammie Jost served for eight years in several capacities in the nursery.  Since 2010, 

Tammie was the Assistant Manager and helped with day-to-day operations.  We could 

rely on her honesty, steadfast loyalty and excellent listening abilities.  She was extremely 

good at providing guidance and advice to our staff.  Each customer she contacted was 

given her best level of service.  What’s more amazing is that she worked every day like it 

was her first day on the job.  All of this was done while attending to her most important 

roles as a wife and mom.  Whatever she takes on in the future, Tammie will bring the 

highest value to the task.  Wishing the best to our friend and colleague!  

By Randy Stinnett 

(Continued …)  


