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By Tammie Jost 

We remember this as a sing-song saying for children.  Like many things we learn 
as children, the truth is in the saying. 

We have been blessed with lots of moisture this winter and (so far) this spring.  
The lake levels are increasing, which is a good thing, and we are contemplating if 

the drought of the last few years has passed.  It’s true we are returning to a wet 
cycle, but are our water problems over?  Far from it. 

North Texas counties are still growing faster than the water supplies we have.  
What’s the solution?  Do we build more reservoirs, or pipe snow-melt down from 
Montana?  I’ve heard all kinds of ideas over the years.  If our eyes are on what’s 

currently happening in other areas of the country when it comes to water, we need 

to continue to conserve. 

Look for ways to save water in the garden and our homes.  Plant according to our 

climate.  Here at the nursery, we try our best to help you make selections for all 

the changing weather conditions we live with in this area.  Wet, dry, or something 

in-between … please continue to support your local plant nursery and the people 

who love them. 
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… heat loving seasonal color such 

as Lantana, Zinnias, Vinca, Purslane … we 
have lots that will work!  When choosing 
perennials remember we are here to help you 
pick the “Right Plant for the Right Place”!  It’s 
best to wait on planting B&B (balled and 
burlapped) trees until the fall.  Container 
grown trees can be planted now, just be 
prepared to hand-water or use Treegator bags 
on them to get them through the summer’s 
heat.  Incorporating some tropical color out on 
your patio or pool deck will give you some 
extra pizzazz!  Tropical Hibiscus, Mandevilla, 
and Bougainvillea, are just a few of the choices 
you’ll find here.  Most tropical color blooms on 
new growth, so be sure to fertilize regularly 
throughout the summer with Colorscapes or 
ColorStar to enhance blooming. 
 

… as needed just for controlling 

odd shape growth and to maintain size on 
plants. 
 

… with Colorscapes or 

ColorStar on annuals and perennials to 
keep them happily blooming.  Don’t forget that 
we have bulk refill available for ColorStar 
which saves money on a re-purchase!  Use 
SuperThrive on newly planted plants, or any 
stressed plants and trees.  Use Gardenville 7-2
-2 on your lawn again by the end of the month.  
May is the prime month for lawn grasses to 
grow.  Make sure your lawn is fed properly to 
get ready for summer heat. 
 

… As Needed.  Hand water newly 

planted plants to help them establish before 
summer’s heat kicks in.  Remember a lot of 
our drought-tolerant plants have been grown 
with regular watering in their pots.  You need 
to hand water them after planting for the first 

two to three weeks and gradually wean them 
off frequent watering as their root system 
establishes in your landscape.  Once 
established (about a month) they can survive 
on less water.  Consider converting your beds 
to drip irrigation to use water more efficiently.  
Our region’s water restrictions are probably 
here for good so the sooner you adapt, the 
happier you and your plantings will be.  
  

… 
 As we’ve stated before, it is virtually 

impossible for us to give accurate pest 
advice over the phone.  Bring in samples of 
problems in a baggie and we’ll advise you 
on choices for control.  With insects, we 
encourage you to identify the insect first, 
then use an appropriate control for that bug.   

 Check Crape Myrtles for scale on branches.  
The scale looks like small white fuzzy cotton 
pieces attached to the stems.  Control with 
All Seasons Oil, which suffocates them.  
Once you see fungus it is hard to clear up the 
affected spots, but you can spray to prevent 
new foliage or other foliage from getting the 
problem.   

 We carry an organic disease control product 
called Serenade Garden Disease Control.  
This product is safe for use on fruits, 
vegetables, and ornamentals.  It can be used 
around people, pets, and wildlife.  You can 
learn more about it through their website, 
www.serenadegarden.com.  As always, we 
try to give you earth friendly options for pest 
control. 

 Watch out for Bagworms on your evergreens 
this time of year when eggs hatch and the 
worms begin to move around and eat the 
needle leaves.  Control the issue with B.T. 
(bacillus thuringiensis).  We have this in a 
dry or liquid form. 

http://www.serenadegarden.com
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… 

 Keep Mosquitoes Away with our favorite non-toxic repellant, Sandalwood Mosquito 

Sticks.  They really work great and they smell good! 

 Mulch, Mulch, Mulch.  Keep mulch at a minimum of 2” on all planting bed areas.  With 

summer’s heat around the corner it will conserve water and keep your plantings healthier. 

 Keep up with the veggies you planted.  Have more than you can use?  Donate them to your 

local food pantry. 

 Put out your Hummingbird feeder!  Better yet, plant the right plants they prefer. We’ve 

got a gorgeous selection of plants that attract Hummingbirds ... we’re here to help you make 

the right selection. 

“Poll inators  are responsible for  assis t ing 
over 80% of the world's f lowering plants.  

Without them, humans and wildlife  
wouldn't  have much to eat or look at!”  

-USDA Forest Service 

 

May Not Be Combined With Any Other Offers or Discounts. 
One Coupon Per Household Please.      Coupon Valid 5/1/15 - 5/31/15 

May Not Be Combined With Any Other Offers or Discounts. 
One Coupon Per Household Please.      Coupon Valid 5/1/15 - 5/31/15 
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Mother kept a Garden 
    A Garden of the heart. 

She planted all the good things, 
    that gave my life its start. 

She turned me to the sunshine, 
    and encouraged me to dream. 

Fostering and nurturing 
    the seeds of self-esteem. 

I am my Mother’s Garden. 
    I am her Legacy. 

I hope today she feels the love 
    reflected back from me. 

Remember Mom on May 10th! 

(psst ... We have Gift Certificates available!) 

 

We have partnered with Texas SmartScape™ 

and The City of Frisco to offer you Special 

Saving on select Texas SmartScape™ varieties 

of low-water-use Native plants that will survive 

and thrive in the Texas heat. 
 

Master Gardeners, Irrigation Specialists and 

Frisco WaterWise Education will be on hand to 

help you with tips and ideas for water efficient 

landscaping.     

http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/events.htm
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What is RRD? It is short for Rose Rosette Disease.  In the past couple of years it has reached epidemic 

proportions.  It originated in California and Colorado in 1941 and has progressed through the mid-west.  It 

was first seen in the Plano area in 1990.  With the popularity of Knockout roses it has spread throughout 

Collin County. 

 

The cause was hard to determine.  The plant pathologist and entomologist were blaming each other.  In 2011 

technology was finally developed that determined it was caused by a virus and transmitted by a microscopic 

Eriophide mite.  This is only rose specific.  Now that the vector of the pathogen has been determined, we can 

look for a control.  Science has not yet made an effective viruscide. 

 

With no effective way to control the virus it is best 

to eliminate all sources.  Because it is a virus, it 

can show one or more of the following symptoms: 

 

 Rapid stem elongation  (fig. 4) 

 Leaf distortion  (fig. 1) 

 Leaf reddening  (fig. 3) 

 Leaf chlorosis with yellowing mosaic patterns 

 Abnormal narrow leaflets or smaller leaves  

     than normal  (fig. 1) 

 Thickened stems  (fig. 4)  

 Premature lateral bud development 

 Excessive thorn production  (fig. 2, fig. 3) 

 

Multiple stems may also be produced at the ends of the 

branches, resulting in the ‘witches brooms’ appearance.  The 

symptoms vary depending on the type or cultivar, plant age, 

and stage of growth.  Roses exhibiting symptoms of RRD 

may resemble plants that have been exposed to herbicides 

such as glyphosate (Roundup) or 2,4-D or that have low NPK. 

 

If the plant has been determined to have RRD, it is 

recommended to remove the rose as well as its roots.  

Removal of the roots is only required for prevention of re-growth from the infected root stock.  Because the 

virus is only in living tissue, disposal should be in a plastic bag and sent to the landfill.  When the rose dies the 

virus will also.  The waiting period for replacement is about a week.  The mite requires food/fluid exchange 

within three days or it will die.  The only reason to wait longer is to make sure no other roses nearby have 

been infected.  The mite winters over by boring into the canes and/or buds.  If you detect RRD in the spring it 

is likely to have been infected last fall.  The mite is most active about May through September.  

 

If you need more information we have handouts here at the nursery that go into further details.  Or bring by 

pictures and/or cuttings of your effected rose and we can help identify if you have RRD. 

By Tony Dennis 

fig.1 

fig.4 

fig.3 

fig.2 
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