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Why, … YES!  Planting trees, shrubs, and perennials is good year-round.  
 

Plant material planted in the ground is better for the plant than keeping it in containers.  
A plant’s root system in containers is subject to the air temperature, which can fluctuate 

wildly here in north Texas.  A plant’s root system 
that is planted in the ground is subject to ground 

temperature, which tends to stay a nice consistent 
temperature with slow, moderate changes up and 
down with the seasons. 
 

Root systems of most plants are still active even 
when the plant goes dormant.  Your winter 

plantings are establishing themselves into your 
landscape’s soil, giving your winter planted trees, 
shrubs, and perennials extra time to establish 

before our harshest season, summer, arrives.  
 

Mother Nature this time of year is very conducive 
to establishing plants, with cooler temperatures 
and more precipitation.  This will actually reduce 

or eliminate any additional work you need to do to 
help take care of the new plantings. 
 

So don’t put off planting your landscape until 
spring.  Get out there and start planting!!! 
 

Need a design for your landscape?  Give our 
Landscape Designers a call and let us get your 
garden growing!  

(972) 335-9095 
FAX  (972) 377-2022 

info@shadesofgreeninc.com 
www.shadesofgreeninc.com 

HOURS: MON - SAT   8:00 A.M. TO 5:30 P.M. 
 SUNDAY 10:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M. 

by Dean Burton 

We Will Be CLOSED on Thanksgiving Day! 

Happy 

…From Our Family, to Yours! 
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PLANT…   

 Winter color!  Pansies, Violas, Snapdragons, Dianthus, Ornamental Kale & Cabbage, and 

Cyclamen.  Now is the best time to plant shrubs, perennials, and vines … as well as TREES! 

Take advantage of our ANNUAL TREE SALE going on now!  Planting them now allows them to 

root-in and become established to prepare for next summer’s heat.  

 We have Daffodil and Tulip bulbs in stock now.  Tulip bulbs will need to be refrigerated to 

prepare them for planting in late December and early January.  
 

FERTILIZE…   

 Pansies and other winter color with Blood Meal and/or a slow-release organic fertilizer.  Sprinkle 

over the top and water in every two weeks. 

 Use Superthrive™ on newly planted trees once per month to get those roots established and 

growing.  
 

PRUNE…   

 Pick-prune as needed to keep things shapely.  You can trim back old flower stalks and 

unsightly foliage on perennials if you are a tidy type.  Or, leave it all until mid-February with the 

excuse that you’re leaving it for the birds and wildlife.  Besides … there aren’t any football 

games in mid-February! 

 Wait on major tree pruning until trees are dormant – usually mid-December to mid-February.  

Call an arborist for major tree trimming.  
 

WATER…   

 Hand water newly planted plants instead of running the whole spr inkler  system. This 

concentrates the water where it’s needed most – and saves water!  Once trees and plants have 

shed their foliage and gone dormant, they require less water.  

 Water your plants once per week if we go two or more weeks without rain. 

 Use a moisture meter to help determine how dry your  soil is before you water .   

 Run your sprinkler system manually to water your lawn if we get little to no rain in a 3-4 week 

time period.  Remember, roots are still growing in winter.  Don’t water during below freezing 

temps, which may create a safety hazard on pavements. 
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by Sara Roland 

PESTS…   

 Fire ants can mound up in cold, wet, weather.  Use Come and Get It (a great organic bait!).  

Practice organic gardening methods, and you’ll likely see less ant mounds over time. 

 If you’ve ever had scale on your trees and crape myrtles, you can spray an insecticidal oil or 

dormant oil late in the month to suffocate the critters and prevent their return. 

 It’s often difficult to prescribe a method of pest control over the phone. We need to visually 

identify it to make a proper recommendation for control.  
 

OTHER BITS & PIECES…   

 Remove the wires and stakes on trees that have been in the ground a year or longer. 

 Keep your bird feeders filled with seed and fresh water in the bird baths. 

 Use branches, foliage, and berries from your yard for festive decorations for the holidays! 

 Now is the time to transplant those perennials, shrubs, roses, and crape myrtles that seemed to 

be unhappy this past season in their current circumstances. Be sure to use Superthrive™ to help 

them get re-established in their new location.  

As I started to write this article about how to 

protect plants against the threat of cold weather, I 

went outside and the temperature on my patio 

was 91º!!  But, we all know that we will get cold 

weather as winter arrives, so here are some 

suggestions to protect your plants from the threat 

of cold and freezing temperatures. 
 

Watering: 

d Thoroughly water plants several days before 

freezing weather threatens them.  Plants that 

are well hydrated are better able to withstand 

a freeze.  This alone is not going to provide 

protection from a hard freeze, but can be 

used with covers to make a small difference 

on a marginal night.  And every little bit 

helps. 
 

Covering: 

d The best protection of all is a frost/freeze 

cloth.  We carry ‘N-Sulate’ Frost Cloth, 

which is reusable, dries quickly, and allows 

sunlight to reach the plants.  Unlike old bed 

sheets, frost cloth does not have to be 

laundered and dried before putting it away. 

d Plastic should NOT be used because the sun 

shining through the plastic can burn leaves.  

Black plastic is a real No-No, as it blocks the 

light completely. 

d Landscape staples or rocks can be used to 

secure the frost cloth in place.  You can 

leave frost cloth on for two or three days if 

freezing temperatures persist, but you should 

pull it back during the day to allow enough 

sunlight to reach the plants, if warmer 

temperatures allow.   

d Straw (not hay!) can be used around 

perennials and to cover vegetable gardens. 

d Mulch is also a great way to insulate around 

your gardens. 
 

Container Plants: 

d Plants growing in containers are especially 

susceptible to cold weather.  Not only are 

the tops exposed, but the roots are also 

above ground.  Move them into the garage, 

or other protected locations.  When this is 

not possible, the next best option is to gather 

the containers close together on a protected 

side of the house or patio.  Frost cloth can 

also be used to cover your container plants.   

Be sure to water them through the winter! 
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We had an amazing day for our 

. 
 

Pumpkins were beautifully 
decorated by all the kids, after 
they made their rounds in the 
nursery on the hay ride!   
 

We could not have asked for 
better weather and we owe a big 

“Thank You” to everyone that 

joined us.   
 

It wouldn't be the same event without your attendance! 

Shades of  Green is a GREAT 
place to hold your garden related 
event meeting? 
 
We love having youth groups 
here for field trips, as well as 
garden club meetings and 
educational events. 
 

Give us a call to schedule 
your group’s event!  
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Don’t Delay!             Sale Ends December 31, 2016! 

 

We will have several varieties of 

Peaches, Plums, Pears, Apples, 

Blackberries, Figs, Persimmons, and 

more! 
 

Come by the nursery and pick up 

copies of these Fruit Fact Sheet 

brochures prepared by Texas A&M 

AgriLife, to get the scoop on fruit trees 

for North Texas. 

  See Sales Associate for Complete Details   
Extra charges in rock, difficult access, existing tree removal, fence removal,  

or planting outside a 20-mile radius of the nursery.  

 Discounts Valid For Trees Planted At One Address. 
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/ShadesOfGreenInc 

Any Purchase of $20.00 or More!! 
* *  M U S T  P R E S E N T  C O U P O N  * *  

MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. 

VALID 11/01/16 - 11/30/16.  ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER PLEASE. 

We Are So Very                                       For You! 

Any Purchase of $40.00 or More!! 
* *  M U S T  P R E S E N T  C O U P O N  * *  

MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. 

VALID 11/01/16 - 11/30/16.  ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER PLEASE. 

Purchase Three 3-Gallon Perennials 
(EACH $19.99 VALUE) 

and get a Fourth 3-Gallon Perennial 

of Equal or Lesser Value, FREE! 
Sale Ends 11-30-16!     MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.     In-Stock Perennials Only! 

http://www.facebook.com/ShadesOfGreenInc
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/specials-and-events
http://www.facebook.com/ShadesOfGreenInc/

