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Continued on pg. 5  

It’s finally, officially, SPRING!  Birds are singing, butterflies are flitting about, new leaves 

have emerged and continue to flush out across the neighborhood, and flowers are bursting 

from buds.  Sounds like a perfect backdrop for having a cup of coffee on the back patio.  It 

also sounds like a great time to walk around the yard and think about your landscape. 
 

Mother Nature certainly has had a sense of humor this past winter … and so far this spring.  

April is typically the month we feel an urge to turn our yards into an arboretum, even though 

we realize we may have neglected it the other eleven months of the year. 
 

Spring happens every year.  Here are a couple of ideas to help keep your yard manageable 

year-round: 
 

 Make taking care of your yard an on-going routine.  Think of it as a large green 

pet – after all, it IS alive.  Give it regular food, water, and attention, and it will 

thrive and reward you with new growth and beautiful blooms.  Hopefully you 

don’t feed your other pets just once a year. 
 

 Plant more Perennials (plants that come back from their roots and bloom yearly), 

and perhaps a little less Annuals (plants that live and bloom only one season and 

die in the winter).  We have a wide variety of perennials to choose from and most 

are hardy natives that perform with little care and water. 
 

 If you are new to our area, or new to gardening in general, seek out and heed our 

experienced nursery staff’s advice.  We try to match the right plant with the right 

spot.  All of our plants are selected to do well for you here in North Texas. 

(972) 335-9095 
FAX  (972) 377-2022 

info@shadesofgreeninc.com 
www.shadesofgreeninc.com 

HOURS: MON - SAT   8:00 A.M. TO 6:30 P.M. 
                             SUN 10:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M. 
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PLANT… 

 Annual Color and Perennials Now!  Our selection and quality of spring color is excellent 

and will get even better as spring warms up!  We specialize in Native Texas Perennials and 

right now our selection is OUTSTANDING, thanks to Br ice who always grows beauties 

for us.  We’ve also brought in some really good-looking plants from south Texas, too.  Come 

on in and feast your eyes.  Of course you can plant Trees, Hollies, all Shrubs, Roses, Vines, 

and Groundcovers now.  Tropicals are coming in now also, and the selection will grow as 

the season permits.  We have many beautiful Color Bowls and Hanging Baskets already 

planted up for you – so come on in and choose a few to brighten up your front porch and 

patio!  Or let our creations bring out the inner artist in you, and create your own spectacular 

design from our large selection of color!  
 

FERTILIZE… 

 With Gardenville 7-2-2 if you did not do so in February or March.  If you procrastinated, it’s 

ok … it’s organic!  Seriously consider avoiding any weed & feed products.  We do not 

recommend them or trust them – they are dangerous for your trees and shrubs.  Foliar feed 

your plants as they begin to grow with Liquid Fish or Liquid Seaweed, Garrett Juice, or  

John’s Recipe.  Apply Colorscapes or ColorStar when planting your annuals, perennials, and 

color bowls.  Re-apply every 4-6 weeks to keep your plants green and blooming.  It’s that 

easy.  Don’t forget to use your Superthrive™ on anything newly planted, or neglected and 

stressed – it IS a miracle product!   
 

PRUNE… 

 To maintain form only.  
 

WATER… 

 Keep sprinklers OFF of their ‘automatic’ setting.  Run 

your sprinkler manually if we have a dry period (a couple of 

weeks without rain) to supplement between the spring rains.  

Check and hand-water newly planted plants, if needed, 

every couple of days for the first two weeks to insure they 

get settled in.  Visit the City of Frisco’s Water Wise website 

for up-to-date watering advice at www.friscotexas.gov/177/

Water-Resources.  They have a weather station to monitor 

conditions and provide weekly watering recommendations.  

Please, be active and monitor your watering needs, and 

follow your city’s watering restrictions.  Frisco residents can 

also sign up for a free sprinkler check-up here: 

www.friscotexas.gov/309/Free-Sprinkler-Check-Ups.  

http://www.friscotexas.gov/177/Water-Resources
http://www.friscotexas.gov/177/Water-Resources
http://www.friscotexas.gov/309/Free-Sprinkler-Check-Ups
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SUCCULENT 
GARDENING 

SHADE GARDENING 

PESTS… 

 Look out for Cankerworms in your trees.  These larva hang from your trees on thin almost transparent 

threads and can strip trees of their new foliage.  Use Bacillus Thurengiensis (BT) as a biological 

control.  Now is also the time for a spraying of BT to control Bagworms on your junipers and other 

needled evergreens.  BT is safe for people, pets, and wildlife.  Control Slugs (those slimy little 

critters) with Sluggo.  Be on the watch for Scale on plants – especially Crape Myrtles.  Use All 

Seasons Oil to control.  We have an organic fungicide called Serenade that can be used to prevent a 

wide variety of fungal diseases.  Come see us to learn how to use these products in your gardens. 
 Control fungal diseases on your roses with an application of Horticultural Corn Meal … apply on the 

root zone and lightly scratch it into the soil. 
 Try Beneficial Nematodes to help control grubs, ants, fleas, and other ground-dwelling pests.  There’s 

still time to apply Dry Molasses for Fire Ants.  They hate it and it increases the microbial activity in 

the soil.  Plus, before you know it you’ll have a large population of earthworms, which is a really 

good thing! 
 

OTHER BITS & PIECES… 

 Maintain 1”-2” of mulch on your  planting beds to conserve water  and precious moisture.  

This is very important before summer’s heat arrives! 

 Get outside with your family and friends! Spring is the absolute Best Time of Year here in 

North Texas ... so get out there and enjoy your beautiful outdoor spaces!   
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NICE! ( Na t ives  I n stea d  o f  C omm o n  E xo t i c s !)  
Plant Of The Season –  Spring 2017  

Penstemon tenuis 

A Spring Flowering Perennial 

Written by Dr. Becca Dickstein 
 

Description: Gulf Coast Penstemon, Penstemon 

tenuis, is also known as Brazos Penstemon, 

Brazos Beardtongue, Sharpsepal Beardtongue, 

Gulf Penstemon and Gulf Beardtongue. It is 

native to southeastern and East Texas. Gulf Coast 

Penstemon’s foliage is usually up to 12 in. wide 

and 12 in. tall, but in the spring with flower 

spikes, it can be as tall as 30 in. Its tapering leaves 

are usually 3-6 in. long and medium green; in 

North Texas, it is usually evergreen. 
 

Flowers and Seeds: Gulf Coast Penstemon’s 

light purple flowers appear in mid to late spring. 

Although the flowers are small, there are many of 

them, usually on multiple flower spikes, giving 

the appearance of a cloud of blooms that last for 

several weeks. Sometimes Gulf Coast Penstemon 

flowers again in the fall, although the blooms are 

more limited. Flowering is followed by attractive, 

tough 0.5 in. seed capsules containing many small 

seeds that stay on the plant through the winter, unless cut off. 
 

Planting sites: Partial shade is best for Gulf Coast Penstemon, although it will tolerate full sun. It prefers 

moist soils and grows well in both moderately acidic and alkaline conditions. It will do well in seasonal 

poor drainage. 
 

Watering Instructions: Although Gulf Coast Penstemon is quite tolerant of dry conditions, it may be 

watered during extreme drought. 
 

Comments: Gulf Coast Penstemon is usually grown for its showy, lavender-purple flowers. During 

blooming, it serves as a nectar source for bees, insects and butterflies and it attracts hummingbirds. Gulf 

Coast Penstemon’s flowers are fairly long-lasting in bouquets, making it a good plant for a cutting garden. 

It self-seeds prolifically and after several years, plants can form a thick mat that can serve as ground cover. 

To avoid having Gulf Coast Penstemon seed out prolifically, cut the flower stalks after blooming. This 

may also promote a further round of blooming. Companion plants with a similar flowering time include 

Hinckley Columbine (Aquilegia chrysantha var. hinckleyana) and Golden Groundsel (Packera obovate). 

Consider planting Gulf Coast Penstemon instead of exotic perennials like Coral Bells (Heuchera spp.), 

Bugleweed (Ajuga spp.), Dianthus and non-native Coreopsis species . 

 
Plant of the Season, Sponsored by the Trinity Forks Chapter, Native Plant Society of Texas Operation NICE! 

Trinity Forks Chapter, Native Plant Society of Texas Meetings are the 4th Thursdays in Jan, Feb, Mar, 

Apr, May, Jun, Sep & Oct at 6:30 pm, in TWU’s Ann Stuart Science Complex, in Denton, TX. 

www.npsot.org/TrinityForks  

Photos courtesy of Marilyn Blanton. 

http://www.npsot.org/TrinityForks
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 Try to take it easy!  You can’t get “Yard of the Month” overnight.  Trying to get it 

done too fast will just make it stressful on you.  Break projects up into smaller tasks 

that can be completed in a day or less.  It’s very satisfying to be able to admire your 

accomplishments at the end of the day.  Gardening should be a way to relieve stress. 

 

 Be responsible and resourceful with your water and sprinkler use.  Local 

municipalities have indicated that the majority of all water waste is from 

excessive residential use.  Monitor your sprinkler system – after all, you wouldn’t 

leave the door open while the a/c is running would you? 
 

 Breathe and Relax.  You can’t control Mother Nature.  Don’t be a control freak.  

Part of the lure of gardening is observing and working with nature’s processes.  

Go with the flow of nature, otherwise you’ll get tired and frustrated with an 

otherwise enjoyable pastime.  
 

April is a great month to be outdoors and enjoying your yard, 

especially with family and friends! 

Continued from pg. 1  
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/ShadesOfGreenInc 

Be sure to come by the 
Nursery to purchase 

your tickets! 

Tour 5 Individual Plano 

Resident Home Gardens 

for Ideas and Fun! 

YOUR With Your Purchase of 

4” Pots - Regular Priced $1.49/each 
Must Present Coupon May Not Be Combined With 

Valid 4/1/17 thru 4/30/17 Any Other Offers or Discounts 

http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/specials-and-events
http://www.facebook.com/ShadesOfGreenInc
http://www.facebook.com/ShadesOfGreenInc/

