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Because this is August, the 8th month, I found 
eight varieties of new and old Coneflowers that 

all seem to do well in this heat.  These are all 
growing in full sun, but I think they will 

appreciate a little shade in the afternoon.  I said a 
little shade … not under that magnolia.  Also, 

keeping them dry thru the winter into the summer 
is a recipe for success.  Mix in some soil 
conditioner because nothing does-in a coneflower 

like wet clay soil.  If you have some nice wet clay, 
maybe make some bowls out of it, but please 

don’t plant these coneflowers in it. 
 

Purple Coneflower (Echinacea purpurea) is native 

to Texas.  The others have been hybridized 
beyond knowing who their parents are.  

‘Cheyenne Spirit’ comes true from seed, as does 
Purple Coneflower.  If any others come true from 

seed, that’s great, but honestly I have asked a lot 
of people that should know and have gotten a lot 
of shoulder shrugs.  Act accordingly.  Having a 

mass of nice Coneflowers is gorgeous.  Try to 
leave space for them to do so. 
 

The following varieties are here, or mostly here, 
and maybe even some others from earlier in the 

season.  Butterflies are always free and birds eat 
the seed if you leave it late.  Heights range from 

14” to 36” tall, otherwise mix and match like you 
are in Buc-ee’s.   In alphabetical order: 
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A mix of single, brilliant, flowers in red, 
orange, purple, scarlet, cream and 
white.    18”-24” tall. 

Large, bright pink pom-pom flowers on 
strong stems.  Compact growth habit 
to 14”-16” tall. 
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PLANT…   

 Wildflowers!!  Now is the perfect time to put wildflower seed out.  We carry a great 

selection of Botanical Interests® seed packets! 

 Container grown plants, such as various Annuals, Perennials, Shrubs, and Trees.  Remember 

to hand-water daily for the first 10-14 days to help get them established.  When planting any 

new plants check the moisture every 2-3 days to see how fast the water is being absorbed.  

With our clay soils we don’t want to over water.  The larger container plants will continue to 

need hand watering as long as there is no measurable rainfall.  

 Replace dead or worn-out looking plants in your containers.  Just pull out the old one and 

pop in a fresh vibrant one to enhance containers until you do a fall makeover.  
 

PRUNE…   

 A little dead-heading and light pruning will keep your plants in great shape during the heat.  

Pruning stimulates growth, and we don’t want to encourage this until next month when the 

weather hopefully starts to cool down. 

 Pick-prune to maintain shape on shrubs and shrub-roses, such as ‘Knockout’ and ‘Drift’ 

Roses. 
 

FERTILIZE…   

 In the heat of the summer, use only slow-release or organic fertilizers.  You don’t want to 

cause extreme growth spurts at this time of year. 

 Use Osmocote, Colorscapes, Color Star, and even Superthrive on container plants to keep 

them happy and blooming in the heat.  Use Palm Food on palms to give them a boost during 

the warm weather. 
 

WATER…   

 Continue to be ‘Water Wise’.  With the heat of summer here -- be watchful with your 

water use.  Check your landscape often and water if it is dry and needs it.  Use a Moisture 

Tester and probe around if you’re uncertain.  This handy gadget could save you hundreds of 

dollars. 

 Check your colorful container plantings daily.  They may or may not need water, but 

hanging baskets and container gardens will tend to dry out quickly in summer’s brutal heat.  

Water in the mornings to give your plants the water they’ll need through the day. 

 Remember to check your irrigation system once a month during summer.  Especially your 

drip irrigation.  Without being able to see the amount of water out-put, you could be under or 

over watering your beds.  Both symptoms look similar on your plants. 
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PESTS…   

 For bagworms and webworms, we recommend BT (bacillus thurengensis) to take them out.  

 Scale is a major nuisance!  When temps are over 90F, we suggest a non-organic systemic 

insecticide to control scale.  We carry products that can kill these pesky critters.  Their active 

scale control ingredient is imidacloprid. 

 Serenade and Garden Friendly Fungicide (GFF) are great organic controls for a broad range 

of fungal problems and we feel they are the safest products out there. 

 

OTHER BITS & PIECES…   

 Maintain 2” to 3” of mulch in planting beds to conserve moisture and moderate soil 

temperatures.  You should have no bare soil in your planting beds. 

 Now is a good time to plan for fall plantings.  Fall has the best weather (and nursery stock!) 

so get those ideas on paper now. 

 During August heat we all appreciate shade. Make note where to plant that tree to provide 

shade to your patio or home. Mark the spot so when you plant in the fall the tree will give 

you shade next summer. (Remember, the sun will have moved by fall, so make note now of 

the best location.) 

 Check on your newly planted trees during summer’s heat. Download our Summer Survival 

Tips for Trees under the section Education Center on our website. 

Summer is a great time to do 
    L  D    andscape      esign 

& Planning 

 

Give us a call 

to schedule an appointment 

with our 

Design now and be the first  

on the fall installation list! 
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The butterfly population is crashing!  Since 1992 the 

Monarch butterfly population has dropped over 80%.  
Monarch butterflies are the only kind of butterflies who 

migrate.  Their migration path is roughly 3,000 miles!  For 
the winter, they fly south to Mexico then in the spring they 
migrate back to start reproducing.  Lucky for us, Texas is on 

the list of the many places the Monarchs travel!! 
 

Here’s how you can help save these beautiful butterflies: 
 

Make a Butterfly Garden... 

 Create your Butterfly Garden in FULL SUN (5+ hours of sun a day). 
 Butterflies like to feed in the hot sun and most of their favorite plants live well in 

full sun. 

 Plant many flowering feeder plants and leafy host plants for them. 
 Include Buddleia, Zinnia, Shasta Daisy, Aster, Lantana, Black-Eyed Susan, 

Daylily, Lavender, Pipevine, Passion Vine, Fennel, Dill, Rue, and Vitex. 
 Adult butterflies need the flowers to feed, so make sure you pick things that have 

all different bloom times. 
 Keep in mind that butterflies are attracted to Red, Yellow, Orange, Pink, and 

Purple. 

 Specifically plant Milkweed for the Monarch butterflies! 
 When they are in their caterpillar form, they ONLY eat Milkweed.   
 Here at Shades of Green, we carry three (3) different varieties of Milkweed – 

Perennial Milkweed, Tropical Milkweed, and also Iron Milkweed. 

 Butterflies get thirsty, too! 
 Provide a “puddling area” or drinking area as a congregation spot.  Fill a shallow 

pan or saucer with moist, course, sand so they can grab a drink and not have to 
worry about getting their wings wet.   

 Have some flat stones nearby, so they can bask, rest, or warm their wings before 
their flight. 

 Avoid using insecticides and bug killing products. 
 These harm the butterflies, along with other beneficial bugs (like bees).  We need 

these bugs as pollinators to keep our plants happy. 
 

The Butterfly Life Cycle... 

 The parent butterfly lays the eggs on the underside of the Milkweed plant’s leaves. 
 The eggs hatch as larva and begin to feed on the Milkweed plant. 
 They go through 5 stages of growth as caterpillars. 

 The caterpillars then enter the pupation stage, attaching to horizontal parts of the 
host plant. 

 Then the caterpillar encases itself in its chrysalis. 
 About 2 weeks after the chrysalis is formed they emerge as beautiful butterflies! 

by Lillian Flint 
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Continued from pg.1 

Huge red flowers age to a smoky rose 
color.  Very dark cone and stems.    
24”-36” tall.  

7 

4 

Hot pink to red flowers with deep 
orange center cone, sit atop sturdy 
black stems.    18”-24” tall.  

3 

Golden yellow flowers will light up your 
garden.  Short, upright growth habit.  
20” tall.  

6 

Tall, cheerful, daisy-like purple single 
blooms.     36”+/- tall.  

8 

Intense, dark, pumpkin-orange petals.  
A dramatic punch of color.   36” tall.  

5 

Spicy red-orange flowers with a papaya 
orange halo.  Stunning.   30”-36” tall.  

by Brice Creelman 
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/ShadesOfGreenInc 

Watch for Full Details Next Month! 

[No Coupon Needed] 
Not Applicable For The 10+ Volume Discount 
May Not Be Combined With Any Other Discount 

Of One Kind of Bagged Mulch  

And We’ll Give You 

Offer Valid 8/1/16 to 8/31/16 

Starts Sept. 17th! 

http://www.facebook.com/ShadesOfGreenInc
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/specials-and-events
http://www.facebook.com/ShadesOfGreenInc/

