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(972) 335-9095 
FAX  (972) 377-2022 

info@shadesofgreeninc.com 
www.shadesofgreeninc.com 

 MON - SAT 8:00 A.M. TO 5:30 P.M. 

 SUN 10:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M. 

What the heck does that mean?  Doing a little research proved some 

interesting facts.  Most people think of it when referring to the 

hottest days of summer.  Meaning the dogs just lay around in the 

shade because it’s so hot.  History always has something based in 

fact.  Same here with reference to Sirius, the dog star, rising at the 

same time as the sun, which is about July 3rd to August 11th.  Well 

here in North Texas summer tends to start a little earlier than that. 
 

If you have not checked your irrigation system for a while, now is the time.  You should 

check it every 6 to 8 weeks.  Since the majority of us run our irrigation systems in the early 

morning, we never see it in operation.  Check to make sure each zone operates with no leaks 

and that the spray heads are aligned correctly.  If you have a drip system for beds, check the 

soil moisture just before the timer runs those zones in the spring and fall when we tend to get 

enough rain.  Drip irrigated beds can often run too wet during those times.  Also, check the 

timing of each zone and days of operation. 
 

Let’s talk about soil preparation.  Here in North Texas the majority of our soils are black land 

clay with pH of 7.8 - 8.0, which means we need to add some organics to the soil, like 

compost and expanded shale, to help loosen up the soil.  Adjusting pH takes continuous 

effort, mainly due to our water pH being about the same as the soil and each time you water 

you’re balancing out any lowering of the pH level.  Or you could use containers, which lets 

you control the pH level easier.  For less maintenance buy plants that can tolerate the level of 

alkalinity.  Lastly, add about 2”-3” of mulch, at least once a year.  Most of us usually add 

mulch to our planting beds in the spring to bring it back up to 3” deep due to decomposition. 

by Tony Dennis 

Continued on pg. 4 ... 
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PLANT… Heat Loving Color! 
 Sun lovers include Zinnias, Lantana, Periwinkle (Vinca), Pentas, Portulaca, and 

Purslane, Angelonia, Mexican Heather, and Blue Daze. 
 For Shade you can plant Caladiums (bunch them together for the best show), Shrimp 

Plant, Coleus, and Persian Shield.  
 Sun Loving Tropical Color such as Esperanza, Mandevilla, Hibiscus, Cape 

Plumbago, and Bougainvillea … these will certainly spice up your  outdoor 
living areas.  

 Plant Perennials!  You know we’ll have the “ RIGHT”  plants for you that will provide 
spectacular summer color and are well-adapted to our North Texas conditions.  We 
have well over 100 different varieties of perennials to choose from!  

 Container trees and large shrubs can still be planted. We recommend postponing 
planting large Balled & Burlapped trees until the fall due to summer’s heat.  Invest in 
a Treegator

®
 bag for the best results for keeping your trees and shrubs irrigated.  

 

PRUNE… As necessary to shape. 

 Try to let plants grow naturally and “pick prune” rather than “hedge”.  Dead-heading 
spent flowers helps to bring on a quicker re-bloom.  

 

FERTILIZE… 

 It’s time for the second application of Gardenville 7-2-2. We had numerous 
testimonials from customers that the Gardenville helped their turf survive past water 
restrictions.  Now that we have had an abundance of rainfall, it will help keep your 
lawn lush and green! 

 Use Colorscapes or Color Star on blooming plants – annuals, perennials, and 
especially planted color bowls and tropicals, to keep them happy and blooming all 
summer.  

 

WATER… as needed. 
 We have helpful handouts in the nursery and online at our website under the 

“Education Center” link. 
 Hand-water newly planted plants daily for the first two weeks to make sure they 

get established.  Even drought tolerant plants need this extra care in the beginning 
until they get settled in.  Invest in a Moisture Meter to help determine soil moisture. 

 Remember to use your Treegator
®
 bag as an efficient watering tool on large trees 

and shrubs.  
 Consider converting your planting beds to drip irrigation.  Water efficient properties 

are rapidly becoming the “norm” just as energy efficient homes have become.  You’ll 
recoup your investment in drip irrigation along with having a nice looking landscape. 

 Remember to have someone take care of your potted containers while on vacation. 
Or we can help you re-plant them when you return.  

http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/education-center
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If your Garden Group is in 
need of a location to hold your 

club meetings, or if you are 
exploring speaker options,  

look no further than 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

We love having groups here, 
and we have a wide variety 

of topics we’d enjoy 
sharing with you!

PESTS… 

 Check shrubbery and Crape Myrtles for scale.  We can help you make an informed 
treatment choice at the nursery.  We carry Bayer Tree & Shrub Protect and Feed (not 
organic) to treat scale on your entire tree for many months. 

 We also carry BT (bacillus thurengensis) to control webworms and/or bagworms.  It’s 
an organic control so it is safe around people, pets, and wildlife.  Just don’t apply it to 
host plants of those butterflies you’ve been admiring.  

 Spread Sluggo+ around plants infested with slugs, snails, or sow bugs (rolly pollies). 
 Check newly planted trees for borers.  The Bayer product mentioned above will 

control them up to one year. 
 

OTHER BITS & PIECES… 

 Mulch – to regulate soil temperatures and conserve moisture. 
 Mosquitoes – Use Mosquito Dunks and Mosquito Bits in fountains, ponds, gutters, 

and any other standing-water areas to kill them during their larvae stage.  Plant 
mosquito repelling plants such as Citronella, Lavender, Rosemary, Lemon Thyme, 
Lemon Balm, and Lemon Eucalyptus.  These plants smell great and will help ward 
off mosquitoes while you are outside enjoying your gardens … and some sunshine, 
we hope! 

 

VEGGIES… 

 Fertilize with Lady Bug 8-2-4 Fertilizer or Bloodmeal 12-0-0 for healthy growth. 
 Mulch all of your veggies with compost to prevent soil particles getting on foliage 

and causing disease problems. 
 Sprinkle Horticultural Corn Meal over the mulch to hinder soil borne diseases. 
 Check daily and harvest in the cooler hours of the morning and evening.  

Remember how quick that squash can grow overnight.  If you have excess, donate to 
local food banks. 
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… Cont’d from pg. 1 

The ‘Dog Days of Summer’ is also the time 

to select your hot weather annuals, and 

look at replacements and updating your 

perennials.  Some examples of summer 

annuals that can handle our heat are 

Periwinkles (Vinca), Zinnia, Moss Rose/

Purslane, Lantana, and Penta.  Perennial 

examples are Sundrops, Blackfoot Daisy, 

Guara, Autumn Sage, Flame Acanthus, 

Roses, and Zexmenia. 

 

Come by the nursery … we can help you 

with your decision-making process in 

choosing critical color and size selections.  

Bringing in some pictures or sketches 

would assist in making those choices.  We 

have some great handouts available on 

perennials for sun and shade, and our top 

ten perennials for butterflies and 

hummingbirds. 

by Tony Dennis 
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   I’m shocked, I tell you! 

  Shocked that you don’t have these plants in your landscape, … yet. 
 

 

GREEN SANTOLINA 
SANTOLINA VIRENS 

I know Gray Santolina is used, and well-known, but 

not so much the green one.  Same growth habit (2’ x 
2’) and absolutely never saw a disease or insect on 
it.  Perfect plant to use in that checkerboard or knot 

garden you’ve been meaning to take on.  Very 
fragrant foliage.  Yellow flowers.  Unusual for rabbits 
to munch on.  Rarely needs to be cut back.  
Evergreen.  Full Sun to Part Shade. 

 

 

VITEX ‘BLUE DIDDLEY’ CHASTETREE 
VITEX AGNUS-CASTUS 

Great plant, really bad pun.  But it’s possible you 
don’t know who Bo Diddley is anyway.  Dwarf Vitex 

that only gets 6’ tall, but same blue flowers and easy 
to grow.  Butterflies are free.  Will take drought 
conditions as well as it’s mother.  Don’t feel bad 
when you sing Bob Seger every time you see it.  Full 

Sun to Part Shade. 

 

 

STONECROP SUNSPARKLER
®
 ‘CHERRY TART’ 

SEDUM 
Not often you would use Sedum for its red foliage.  

Cherry Tart’ keeps its color all season long and then 
tons of pink flowers in the fall.  6” tall x 18” spread.  
Drought tolerant.  Full Sun to Part Shade.  We are 
very happy with these new Sedums.  Internet would 

call them ‘stunning’. 

 

by  Brice Creelman 
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TEXAS ROCK ROSE 
PAVONIA LASIOPETALA 

We keep calling Rock Rose a perennial, but it is 
really a shrub.  Easily gets 6’ x 6’, and loves Full 
Sun and dry conditions.  If it is pruned through the 

season, it will bloom so much you’ll realize where 
the name rock rose comes from.  Let a couple of 
seedlings come up to replace the mother plant, 
which will be short lived (4-6 yrs). 

 
 

OAKLEAF HYDRANGEA ‘GATSBY GAL’
™

 
HYDRANGEA QUERCIFOLIA ‘BRENHILL’ 

Always a great pick for your literary garden you’ve 
been meaning to take on.  We’ve all been waiting for 
an Oakleaf that will only get 6’ tall and 6’ wide.  

Same white flowers that stand up in the foliage.  
Funny, the flowers look nothing like a “Daisy”. 

 

 
SPIDERWORT ‘CONCORD GRAPE’ 

TRADESCANTIA 
This plant is becoming hard for us to find.  That’s 
why it wasn’t around this spring.  Blue-green leaves 
with concord grape flowers.  2’ x 2’ in Full Sun or 

Shade.  Will grow in deep shade, but you may lose 
that blue foliage.  Cut back when it stops blooming.  
Will do it again.  Butterflies all over the place.  
Divide and share with your ‘furry friends’. 

 

by  Brice Creelman 
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NICE! ( Na t ives  I n stea d  o f  C omm o n  E xo t i c s !)  
Plant Of The Season –  Summer 2017  

Salvia Greggii 
Small Flowering Shrub for Sun 

Written by Dr. Becca Dickstein 
 

Description: Salvia greggii, commonly referred to 

as Autumn, Cherry or Gregg Sage, usually grows 

into a mounding shrub 2-3 ft. tall and 2-3 ft. wide, 

although an occasional plant may reach 5 ft. tall. It 

has ½ to 1 inch green, smooth, aromatic leaves and is 

evergreen during most North Texas winters. The 

species name honors naturalist Josiah Gregg (1806-

1850), discoverer of Texas plant species in the 

1840s. Autumn Sage is native to Central, West and 

South Texas where it grows in rocky soils. It is 

popular in landscapes, with cultivars that vary in 

flower and leaf color, bloom time and growth habit.  
 

Flowers and Seeds: Despite its name “Autumn,” 

S. greggii blooms from March through frost; the 

timing of the biggest flush of flowering depends on 

the variety. Cultivars with red, pink, orange, coral or 

purple blooms exist, some with white variegation. 

The 1 inch individually short-lived flowers are borne 

on racemes, soon replaced by new buds opening. 

Small seeds may be harvested from the dried seed capsules.  
 

Planting sites: Full or partial sun is ideal for Autumn Sage. Although it grows well in a wide variation of 

garden soils, it is intolerant of poor drainage, especially in clay soils that shrink and swell.  
 

Watering Instructions: Autumn Sage should be watered when first planted. Once established, it is 

extremely drought-tolerant.  
 

Comments: Autumn Sage’s thick foliage makes it useful as a small shrub, or low hedge with several 

planted in a row. Although not necessary, Autumn Sage’s branches are easily pruned in the fall. They are 

also somewhat brittle, making it better suited for areas away from where they will frequently be brushed 

against, though doing so it releases a heavenly aroma. For red to orange varieties, Autumn Sage’s aromatic 

foliage may be used to flavor food or teas and the flowers are edible. Its flowers serve as a nectar source 

for bees and butterflies and attract hummingbirds. Companion plants include Red Yucca (Hesperaloe 

parviflora), Blackfoot Daisy (Melampodium leucanthum), Sundrops (Calylophus berlandieri), Zexmenia 

(Wedelia acapulcensis), Prairie Verbena (Glandularia bipinnatifida), and various milkweeds (Asclepias 

spp.). Consider planting Autumn Sage instead of exotic perennial shrubs like Indian Hawthorn, Abelia, 

Nandina, Dwarf Burford holly and Japanese Boxwood species.  
 

Plant of the Season, Sponsored by the Trinity Forks Chapter, Native Plant Society of Texas, Operation NICE! 
Trinity Forks Chapter, Native Plant Society of Texas Meetings are the 4th Thursdays in Jan, Feb, Mar, 

Apr, May, Jun, Sep & Oct at 6:30 pm, in TWU’s Ann Stuart Science Complex, in Denton, TX. 

Dedicated to the memory and wisdom of Shirley Lusk.  
www.npsot.org/TrinityForks  

Autumn Sage: landscaped poolside; sampling of flower colors. 
Photos courtesy of Liz Moyer, Andrea Marshall, and Kathy Saucier.  

http://www.npsot.org/TrinityForks
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In my , 

in my , 

in every part of my , 

you are , Dad, 

and . 

To Fathers Everywhere... 

June 18th, 2017 

/ShadesOfGreenInc 

Coupon Valid June 1, 2017 - June 30, 2017 

1-GALLON PERENNIALS ONLY! 
MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH 

ANY OTHER OFFERS OR DISCOUNTS. 

@shadesofgreentx  

Follow Us On  

http://www.facebook.com/ShadesOfGreenInc
https://www.facebook.com/ShadesOfGreenInc
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/specials-and-events
https://www.instagram.com/shadesofgreentx/

