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Ever wonder what and when to do stuff in your landscape and garden?  Just check your soil’s 

temperature. 
 

Soil temperature pretty much lets us know what to do and when to do it.  Figure out the soil 

temperature and you are on the road to becoming a tremendous gardener.  I am imagining the 1.5 

million of you reading this with a thought bubble above your collective heads with a cartoon picture 

of you shaking down a rectal thermometer and then sticking it in the ground.  That’s a funny 

thought, which you now have in your head, butt that is not necessary.  The weather app or website 

can give you the past two week overnight low temperatures in your area.  Just average them all 

together and you will have a very close representation of the soil temperature.  Butt if you do decide 

to use a rectal thermometer, please have a friend video it and send it to us up here at your friendly 

neighborhood nursery, Shades of Green.  Yes I spelled ‘but’ wrong twice.  It was meant to be funny. 
 

Now that we have figured out the soil temperature, what do we do with it now?  Good question.  

Well, ‘now’ is always a moving target isn’t it.  For this article let’s focus on weed control, 

specifically pre-emergent weed control.  Let’s get rid of the pesky weeds 

before we see them.  Cool I’m in.  Did you know that most broad leaf weeds 

start to germinate, with ample moisture, at 45 degree soil temps?  You do now 

… I just told you.  What can we do with these bits of information?  We can 

apply Corn Gluten Meal, an organic fertilizer and pre-emergent weed killer 

near or at soil temps of 45 degrees.  This will dry out the newly germinated 

weed seed embryo and kill the weed before it emerges out of the ground.  

BRILLIANT!!!  You can also check out your local filling station’s landscape 

when you fill up.  Being mostly surrounded by concrete a filling station’s 

landscape will have a slightly higher soil temp than your home’s landscape and 

lawn.  So when the filling station’s landscape starts producing weeds, your 

landscape and lawn is about a week or two behind so that means it’s time to 

get out there and broadcast Corn Gluten Meal! 
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PLANT…  Cool season annual color such as Alyssum, Snapdragons, and 

Dianthus, as well as Pansies and Violas.  Plant Perennials, Shrubs, and Trees, too!!  

We have a great selection of the best and hardiest varieties of trees for our area.  From 

large shade trees to smaller sized ornamental trees … you can plant them now.  New 

arrivals include Fruit Trees -- Peach, Pear, Plum, and Apple!  Now is the time to move 

or transplant dormant trees and shrubs. 
 

PRUNE…  Finish dormant season pruning (major pruning) on trees and shrubs this 

month.  You may clean up your perennials to get ready for March’s spring weather.  

Come join us for our Pruning Class on Saturday, Feb. 18th, if you need guidance.  

Remember prune with a purpose.  Only you can prevent “Crape Murder”! Prune roses in 

mid-month. Prune groundcovers late in the month to tidy up. Wait till March to prune on 

freeze damage.   
 

FERTILIZE…   

 Late February (around the 17th-28th) is time to fertilize your whole yard with 

Gardenville 7-2-2.  Lawns, beds, vegetable gardens, shrubs, and trees all will 

benefit. Download our article ‘How To Fertilize Your Tree’ from our website, or pick 

up a copy at the nursery.  

 Apply Greensand now as well.  Greensand is a natural source of iron.  Our clay soils 

hold onto iron tightly, so I encourage you to apply Greensand in February and in 

September to provide plenty of iron for your plants, especially evergreens.  Hollies, 

Magnolias, Live Oaks, etc. These plants maintain green foliage through the winter 

and utilize more iron in their foliage to keep those leaves green in the winter.  

Applying Greensand on an annual basis replaces the iron that gets depleted as these 

plants establish. 

 Continue to apply Bloodmeal, Colorstar, or  Colorscapes on Pansies and other  

annual color every two weeks for eye-popping color. 
 

WATER…  Leave the sprinkler controller in the OFF position. If we don’t get at 

least 1/2” of rain every two weeks, consider watering manually once every two weeks. A 

rain/freeze sensor installed on your sprinkler system will save $$$ over the year and 

most irrigators aren’t too busy now so it’s a good time to get one if you don’t have one.  

Please continue to be responsible with your water use.  
 

PESTS…  Use Dormant Oil to control scale on Crape Myrtles, Hollies, Live Oaks, 

and other plants.  Remember, the first step is to identify the pests, then use an 

appropriate control.  

http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/events.htm
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/_literature_85677/How_To_Fertilize_Your_Tree


3 

Oh … if we get heavy rains soon after 

applying your Corn Gluten Meal, you will 

need to do it again.  Sorry, that’s just the 

way it is, I don’t make the rules.  Get used 

to putting it out a couple of times in the 

spring for a high percentage of effectiveness 

for broad leaf weeds.  What about grassy 

weeds?  Well they germinate around 55 

degree soil temps.  Rinse and Repeat 

people.  Just when you thought it was safe 

to just enjoy your landscape, garden and 

lawn, it is back to work time!  You know 

the drill, it is written above. 
 

Usually this application of Corn Gluten 

Meal is done in tandem with Dry 

Molasses and Green Sand.  Now, you can 

apply the latter two with the first application 

of Corn Gluten Meal if you wish of course, 

but I usually wait for the grassy weed pre-

emergent (55 degree) timing. 
 

I encourage you to come in and chat with 

our well informed staff about the benefits of 

Corn Gluten Meal, Dry Molasses, and 

Green Sand.  It has been a long time 

since you’ve been in … and we miss you! 
 

(see our Coupon in this issue!) 

… Cont’d from pg. 1 

Soil Temperature 
by Dean Burton 

WEED PREVENTION…   

Mid-February to late February is time to 

apply Corn Gluten Meal, or non-organic 

pre-emergent, to inhibit weeds from 

developing from seed.  With our warmer-

than-normal winter temps recently, 

weeds may be showing up sooner.  Be 

ready to apply pre-emergents by 

February 15th.  This is a preventative 

measure, so it won’t cure existing weeds, 

but it can prevent new ones from coming 

up.  [Pick up a copy of our ‘Monthly 

Gardening Calendar Chart’ at the 

nursery, or download it from our 

website.]  Please stop in to speak with 

one of our nursery staff.  We can guide 

you to the most effective product for 

your lawn!  
 

OTHER BITS & PIECES…  

Got Bunnies? – We have a great product 

in the nursery we have been using to stop 

rabbit damage on our plants. “Animal 

Stopper” is available both as a 

granular or liquid product and has been 

keeping the rabbits at bay for us. The 

product is safe, organic and comes with 

satisfaction guaranteed. 

PRUNING 
The Do’s and Don’ts of 

When, Where, and How 

to Prune your Landscape 

FRUIT TREES 
Everything you need to know 

about successfully growing 

Fruit Trees in North Texas 

http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/LiteratureRetrieve.aspx?ID=85671
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/LiteratureRetrieve.aspx?ID=85671
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NICE! ( Na t ives  I n stea d  o f  C omm o n  E xo t i c s !)  
Plant Of The Season –  Winter 2017  

Quercus muehlenbergii 

A Medium-Large Tree 

Written by Dr. Becca Dickstein 
 

Description: Chinquapin Oak, Quercus 

muehlenbergii, will usually grow up to 70 ft 

tall, with a trunk up to 3 ft in diameter. This 

white oak is native in northeast and central 

Texas and is suitable for planting as a shade 

tree. In spring and summer, it has glossy 

green, oblong, saw-toothed leaves that are up 

to 7 inches long and 4 inches wide. 

Chinquapin Oak is among the last trees to 

lose its leaves in the fall, which turn golden 

yellow to bronze. Chinquapin’s common 

name refers to the similarity of its leaves to 

Allegheny Chinquapin, Castanea pumila, in 

the chestnut tree family. The scientific 

species name Q. muehlenbergii honors 

Gotthilf Muhlenberg (1753-1815), a 

Pennsylvania botanist and Lutheran minister. 
 

Flowers and Seeds: Chinquapin Oak produces both male fuzzy catkin type flowers in the spring that are 

green, yellow or brown and inconspicuous female catkins. These are followed by acorns that turn chestnut 

brown in the fall. The acorns are 0.5 to 1.5 inches in diameter and are said to be edible when roasted. 
 

Planting sites: Full sun or partial shade is best for Chinquapin Oak and it should be planted where it will 

have room to grow. It grows best in neutral or slightly alkaline soils but will tolerate acidic soils. It must 

have well-drained soil. 
 

Watering Instructions: Although Chinquapin Oak is drought-tolerant, newly planted trees should be 

watered during a dry spell. Once established, Chinquapin Oak will only need water during extreme 

drought. 
 

Comments: Chinquapin Oak is a good-looking choice as a shade tree in North Texas. It is relatively fast 

growing for an oak and is also relatively free of pests and diseases. It is resistant to oak wilt disease. 

Chinquapin Oak was designated a Texas Superstar™ by Texas A&M Agrilife Extension, who have noted 

that it is underused as a shade tree and should be planted more. Chinquapin Oak is the larval host for the 

Gray Hairstreak butterfly. Good companion plants include xeric shade-tolerant groundcovers like 

Horseherb (Calyptocarpus vialis), Wood Fern (Woodsia obtuse), Cedar Sedge (Carex planostachys) and 

Pigeonberry (Rivina humilis). 
 

Plant of the Season, Sponsored by the Trinity Forks Chapter, Native Plant Society of Texas, Operation NICE! 
Trinity Forks Chapter, Native Plant Society of Texas Meetings are the 4th Thursdays in Jan, Feb, Mar, 

Apr, May, Jun, Sep & Oct at 6:30 pm, in TWU’s Ann Stuart Science Complex, in Denton, TX. 

www.npsot.org/TrinityForks  

Chinquapin Oak summer foliage and immature acorns (left) 

Late-fall foliage, young Chinquapin Oak (right). 
Photos courtesy of Kathy Saucier (left) and Becca Dickstein (right). 

http://www.npsot.org/TrinityForks
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/ShadesOfGreenInc 

Back By Popular Request! 

~ Calling all Garden Enthusiast Deal Seekers! ~ 

Saturday, February 4, 2017 

8:30AM Registration 

Auction Begins 9:00AM 
We will be making outrageous deals on all of our Auction Items.  

Large trees, small trees, shrubs, chipped pottery, and garden accents.  

We have plenty of completely healthy, yet cosmetically challenged trees  

that just need a good home to call their own!  
 

 

Offer Valid 2/1/2017 thru 2/28/2017  
May Not Be Combined With Any Other Offers or Discounts 

Garden-Ville 7-2-2 

Fertilizer 

Corn Gluten 

Spreadable 

Greensand 

http://www.facebook.com/ShadesOfGreenInc
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/specials-and-events
http://www.facebook.com/ShadesOfGreenInc/

