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 t the risk of sounding like we’re beating a dead horse, I’d like to go over a few things for  

January.  January is the absolute best time to plant fruit trees.  We have a great selection of 

newly arrived fruit trees that require low chilling hours for Texas, such as Peaches, Plums, 

Figs, Persimmon, Apples, and Nectarines.  Some of these are self-pollinating, but as I’ve said many 

times before, it’s best to have two trees for bumper crops of fruit.  Every year in March, April and 

May, we have nursery calls looking for fruit trees just to find out that we are typically out-of-stock by 

then and they’ll have to wait until next winter.  Don’t be caught waiting. 
 

It’s also almost time to get your onion sets and seed potatoes in the ground as well.  After this last 

arctic cold front burned back the perennials, it’s time to go ahead and cut them back and add mulch to 

protect their roots. 
 

This is also the perfect time to start planning for your spring projects.  Keep in mind the best way to 

do this is to know your space.  How big is it?  How much sun does it get?  Does the area have good 

drainage?  This will make it easier to find the right place for the right plant. 
 

I know the last couple of years we’ve had a lot of rain.  Don’t count on that being the norm.  We carry 

one of the biggest selections of native trees, shrubs and perennials.  When planning what to plant in 

your garden space, keep these types of plants in mind as hot summers and drought will surely return 

sooner than we’d like. 
 

One more reminder, it’s time to plant Tulip, Daffodil, and Hyacinth bulbs.  Make sure to use Bone 

Meal in each hole to fertilize the bulb for its glorious spring emergence.  Also, you can plant 

evergreen shrubs and trees anytime in Texas as long as the ground temps are above freezing.  So if 

you’re not the inside type, don’t be afraid to get out there and get a jump on the summer heat. 
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PLANT…  TREES!   Fruit Trees, Shrubs and Perennials can all be planted now.  We’ve 

encouraged people for years to plant year-round, and more people are taking advantage of our 

winter season to plant.  Now is also a good time to transplant trees, shrubs, and perennials.  So 

move that Crape Myrtle instead of chopping it off the house each year.  If not in the ground 

already, you can still plant tulips bulbs.  We may have bulbs left until the middle of January.  

Onion sets and seed Potatoes should be going in the ground towards the end of January. 
 

PRUNE…  Shrubs to shape if needed.  Major trimming on trees can be done now if needed.  

Watch our Events Page for our Pruning Class in February!  We’ll be demonstrating how to prune 

on most plants.  So come on out ... rain or shine!  
 

FERTILIZE…  Pansies every two weeks with Bloodmeal.  Use Superthrive on any newly 

planted trees monthly. 
 

WATER…  Hand-water newly planted flowers or plants weekly with a hose.  Keep your 

sprinkler on Manual Mode and only water if we get less than one-half inch of rain every two 

weeks this month.  Remember, your landscape requires hardly any water during the dormant 

months (Dec-Feb).  Conserve that water for later this summer. 
 

PESTS…  Apply Dormant Oil on trees and shrubs to control scale especially if you’ve had it 

on them before, such as Crape Myrtles.  Spray existing, noticeable and pesky weeds in your 

dormant turf with a Vinegar and Orange Oil Solution on sunny and warm days as an organic post 

emergent weed control.  For this solution, mix undiluted 20% Vinegar with 2oz. Orange Oil and 2 

drops liquid soap. 
 

OTHER BITS & PIECES…   

 Feed the Birds!  Keep bird feeders filled throughout the 

winter.  Especially in harsh weather conditions such as 

snow and ice.  Your feathered neighbors will appreciate 

the supplemental food source to help them survive the 

winter! 

 Mulch bare soil. 

 Put leaves in compost pile. 

 Cover blooming Pansies and color bowls with N-Sulate 

frost cloth during cold spells below 25°F. 

 Start doing garden planning so you’ll be ready for 

spring.  Spring is only about 10 weeks away!  Our 

Landscape Design and Installation service will begin to 

build a wait time so get on the schedule now! 

http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/events.htm
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Shades of Green is a 

fantastic place to gather 

for your next 

Garden Club Meeting, 

Educational Event, or 

Youth Group Field Trip! 

 

Upcoming Saturday Morning Classes    

Fruit Trees 

 

Pruning 

Bed Prep 

Edibles 

Lawns 

Butterfly and 
Hummingbird 

Gardens 

Landscape Design 

Container 
Gardens 

Texas Natives 

Shade Gardens 

Succulent 
Gardens 

 

Water 
Conservation 

Do you need a Beautiful New Houseplant 
for a decorative pot you have at home? 

Do you need a Beautiful New Pot  
for a houseplant that has outgrown its current pot? 

 

 

 

 
 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 14TH! 
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/ShadesOfGreenInc 

Back By Popular Request! 
 

Saturday, February 4, 2017 
 

8:00AM Registration 

Auction Begins 9:00AM 

 

 
Come bid on 

“cosmetically challenged” 

but healthy trees! 
 

If you love a bargain, 

then you’ll love 

our Auction! 
 

 

Watch our Events Page 
For Further Details! 

http://www.facebook.com/ShadesOfGreenInc
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/specials-and-events
http://www.facebook.com/ShadesOfGreenInc/

