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It’s hard to believe another school year has come and gone.  If you are like I was when I had a child 
at home for the summer, I was always trying to think of fun, imaginable, creative things we could do 
together outdoors.  Maybe this year might be the year you and the kiddos plant a “Theme Garden”.  
It is a great way to share your love for gardening with children of all ages.  As you brainstorm 
different ideas together, you’ll be surprised at the creativity and imagination they have.  
 

Here are a few fun-themed ideas: 
 A Butterfly Garden:  Include plants that attract butterflies to your 

yard. 
 A Book Garden:  Pick out a book together with a garden theme 

and then try to recreate it, such as “Peter Rabbit”. 
 Sunflower House by Eve Bunting.  This is a tale about inventive 

children who plant some summer fun. 
 Planting a Rainbow by Eric Carle.  This mini-book includes a 

piece of detachable seed-embedded paper housed on the inside 
front cover.  Readers can plant the entire piece of paper and watch 
as their very own tiny seeds grow into beautiful wildflowers. 

 A Rainbow Garden:  Use plants whose flowers or leaves show 
off the different colors of the rainbow … blues, oranges, yellows, 
reds, greens, pinks. 

 A Zoo Garden:  Include plants who share names with animals like, 
Lamb’s Ear, Catnip, Hens and Chicks, and Horse Herb. 

 

Shades of Green is here to help you get started with a wide selection of plants, containers, and all the 
items you need, along with a knowledgeable staff to help you create your children’s theme garden. 

(972) 335-9095 
FAX  (972) 377-2022 

info@shadesofgreeninc.com 
www.shadesofgreeninc.com 

HOURS: MON - SAT   8:00 A.M. TO 6:30 P.M.** 

 SUNDAY 10:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M. 

with 

by Leeann Knippa 

EVERY 

CHILD  IS A 

different KIND 

OF flower, 

AND 
ALL TOGETHER, 

MAKE THIS WORLD 

A Beautiful 
GARDEN. 

Wishing all you Wonderful  Dads ,  

  A Very Happy Father’s  Day! 

**Standard Hours Return June 13th — 5:30pm Close Mon-Sat** 
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PLANT…   

 Heat Loving Color!  Sun lovers include Zinnias, Lantana, Periwinkle (Vinca), Pentas, 

Portulaca, and Purslane, Angelonia, Bronze Leaf Begonias 

 For Shade you can plant Caladiums (bunch them together for the best show), Shrimp Plant, 

Coleus, and Persian Shield. 

 Sun Loving Tropical Color such as Esperanza, Mandevilla, Hibiscus, Cape Plumbago, 

and Bougainvillea … these will cer tainly spice up your  outdoor  living areas. 

 Plant Perennials!  You know we’ll have the “RIGHT” plants for  you that will provide 

spectacular summer color and are well-adapted.  We have well over 100 different varieties 

of perennials to choose from! 

 Container trees and large shrubs can still be planted. We recommend postponing planting 

large Balled & Burlapped trees until the fall due to summer’s heat.  Invest in a Treegator® 

bag for the best results for keeping your trees and shrubs irrigated.   
 

PRUNE…  As necessary to shape.  Try to let plants grow naturally and “pick prune” rather 

than “hedge”.  Dead-heading spent flowers helps to bring on a quicker re-bloom.    
 

FERTILIZE…  It’s time for the second application of Gardenville 7-2-2. We had numerous 

testimonials from customers that the Gardenville helped their turf survive the water restrictions.  

And now that we have had an abundance of rainfall, it will help to keep your lawn green!  Use 

Colorscapes or Color Star on blooming plants – annuals, perennials, and especially planted 

color bowls and tropicals, to keep them happy and blooming all summer.  
 

WATER…  As Needed.  We have helpful handouts in the nursery and online at our website 

under the “Plant Care” link.  Hand-water newly planted plants daily for the first two weeks to 

make sure they get established.  Even drought tolerant plants need this extra care in the 

beginning until they get settled in.  Remember to use your Treegator® bag as an efficient 

watering tool on large trees and shrubs.  Consider converting your planting beds to drip 

irrigation.  Water efficient properties are going to become the “norm” just as energy efficient 

homes have become.  You’ll recoup your investment in drip irrigation along with having a nice 

looking landscape. Remember to have someone take care of your potted containers while on 

vacation. Or we can help you re-plant them when you return.  
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PESTS…  Check shrubbery and Crape Myrtles for scale.  We can help you make an 
informed treatment choice at the nursery.  We carry Bayer Tree & Shrub Protect and Feed (not 
organic) to treat scale on your entire tree for many months.  We also carry BT (bacillus 
thurengensis) to control webworms and/or bagworms.  It’s an organic control so it is safe 
around people, pets, and wildlife.  Just don’t apply it to host plants of those butterflies you’ve 
been admiring.  Spread Sluggo+ around plants infested with slugs, snails, or sow bugs (rolly 
pollies).  Check newly planted trees for borers.  The Bayer product mentioned above will 
control them up to one year.   
 

OTHER BITS & PIECES…  
 Mulch – to regulate soil temperatures and conserve moisture. 
 Mosquitoes – Use Mosquito Dunks and Mosquito Bits in fountains, ponds, gutters, and 

any other standing-water areas to kill them during their larvae stage.  Plant mosquito 

repelling plants such as Citronella, Lavender, Rosemary, Lemon Thyme, Lemon Balm, 

and Lemon Eucalyptus.  These plants smell great and will help ward off mosquitoes while 

you are outside enjoying your gardens … and some sunshine, we hope!  
 

VEGGIES…  
 Fertilize with Lady Bug 8-2-4 Fertilizer or Bloodmeal 12-0-0 for healthy growth. 

 Mulch all of your veggies with compost to prevent soil par ticles getting on foliage and 
causing disease problems. 

 Sprinkle Horticultural Corn Meal over the mulch to hinder soil borne diseases. 

 Check daily and harvest in the cooler  hour s of the morning and evening.  Remember  

how quick that squash can grow overnight.  If you have excess, donate to local food banks.  

Spring may seem like it’s winding down, 
and in a normal year that would be 
about right. However, this year has once 
again been anything but “normal”.  
With all the moisture and cooler-than-
average temperatures we’ve been having, 
you still have plenty of time to get your 
yard and garden the way you want it 
before the heat of summer kicks in for 
July and August.  Remember also, with 
the lack of winter temps this year and 
abundant moisture, mosquitoes and fleas 
may carry us all off this summer.  We 
have what you need to deal with these 
problems. 

Come see us at Shades of Green. 
              We got ya covered!  -Robin 
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NICE! ( Na t ives  I n s tea d  o f  C omm o n  E xo t i c s !)  

Plant Of The Season –  Summer 2016 

Melampodium leucanthum  

White Flowering Perennial For The Sun 
Written by Dr. Becca Dickstein 

 

Description: Blackfoot Daisy, Melampodium 
leucanthum, also called Plains Blackfoot Daisy, is a 
tough, drought-tolerant Texas native that can thrive 
in hot places. It grows 6 to 12 inches tall and up to 
two feet wide, with a bushy, mounded form. Its inch-
long leaves are dark green with a tinge of gray. Its 
foliage may remain during a mild winter and may be 
cut back during this time to keep the plant compact. 
Blackfoot Daisy may be short-lived, but self-sows, 
with its progeny taking the place of the original plant.  
 

Flowers and Seeds: Blackfoot Daisy's flowers 
appear as early as March in North Texas and continue 
in the summer and autumn. The one-inch blooms 
have 8-10 white petals with distinctive notches at 
their tips surrounding yellow centers. Blackfoot 
Daisy's flowers cover the plant in flowering season 
and have a honey-like scent. Its seeds are small and 
may be collected after flowering.  
 

Planting sites: Blackfoot Daisy should be planted in sun to part shade and must have well-drained soil. It 
thrives in poor soil – improved soil and abundant moisture may shorten its lifespan. It would be better to 
“improve” the soil with crushed rocks in raised beds. Its stems are breakable, so it should not be planted 
where it may be subject to frequent foot traffic.  
 

Watering Instructions: During long dry spells, Blackfoot Daisy may appreciate supplemental water, but it 
is not needed. Like many other native Texas plants, it will not tolerate “wet feet” and may rot over a wet 
winter.  
 

Comments: Blackfoot Daisy is ideal for sunny rock gardens, borders, can be grown in containers and is a 
perfect species for xeriscaping. Its flowers closely resemble those of west Texas and desert southwest native 
Desert Zinnia, Zinnia acerosa, but Desert Zinnia's flowers have fewer, broader petals than those of Blackfoot 
Daisy. Blackfoot Daisy’s nectar attracts bees and butterflies and birds eat its seeds. It is said to be deer-
resistant. Consider using Blackfoot Daisy instead of non-native Petunia, Begonia, or Periwinkle. Good 
companion plants for Blackfoot Daisy include other xeric species, especially those with shapes that 
complement the rounded form of Blackfoot Daisy. These include Zexmenia (Wedelia texana), Mealy Blue 
Sage (Salvia farinacea), milkweeds like Antelope Horn (Asclepias asperula), Gayfeather (Liatris mucronata), 
Sundrops (Calylophus berlandieri), Four-nerve Daisy (Tetraneuris scaposa) or grasses like Little Bluestem 
(Schizachyrium scoparium).  

 

Plant of the Season, Sponsored by the Trinity Forks Chapter, Native Plant Society of Texas, Operation NICE! 
Trinity Forks Chapter, Native Plant Society of Texas Meetings are the 4th Thursdays in Jan, Feb, Mar, 

Apr, May, Jun, Sep & Oct at 6:30 pm, in TWU’s Ann Stuart Science Complex, in Denton, TX. 
www.npsot.org/TrinityForks  

[ Photo courtesy of Kathy Saucier ] 
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This tour is the club’s major fundraiser and it is held every two years. 

Proceeds from the tour are used to fund beautification projects 

and scholarships for local students.  

What a delightful way to enjoy a Saturday and show your support. 

$20.00 Tour Tickets Available At Shades of Green! 

/ShadesOfGreenInc 

June 1st - June 30th, 2016 

1-GALLON PERENNIALS ONLY! 
MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH 

ANY OTHER OFFERS OR DISCOUNTS. 


