
  

(972) 890-9820 
FAX  (972) 377-2022 

info@shadesofgreeninc.com 
www.shadesofgreeninc.com 

HOURS:   MON - SAT   8:00 A.M. TO 5:30 P.M. 
      SUN   10:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M 

W ould you start a garden if you lived in a beautiful island 

paradise, at a snow-capped mountain retreat or a sugar-sand 

beach cottage?  Not an easy answer for all of us, but I would be 

gardening in any of these places.  No matter where you live; I guess 

the hardest part of gardening is making the decision to actually 

start.  

 

So, when you retire and put your feet up will you grow something 

on your little piece of earth?  Maybe you’ve already retired to your 

paradise retreat surrounded by the beautiful vistas of Collin County.  

Most find it hard to see beyond their neighbor’s ugly fence and 

fighting off the rabbits can test any person’s resolve.  Perhaps like 

me, you just have that inborn desire to work outdoors.  

 

I’ve tried many plants in my landscape over the years.  The result 

was some successes and some failures.  I really couldn’t tell you 

whether the number of successes were greater than the failures.  I 

suppose I’ve learned just as much from dead plants as those that 

flourished.  It’s true, experience is the best teacher!  I’ve also 

learned that the test comes before the lesson in almost all situations.  

By Randy Stinnett 

In celebration and observation 
of the upcoming holidays, 

we will be closed 
on the following: 

We wish you all 
A Happy, Safe, and Joyous 
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d Tulip bulbs should be planted by Dec. 31st, after refrigeration for several weeks. 

d Cool Season Color such as Pansies, Dianthus, Ornamental Kale and Cabbage, 

Snapdragons, and Cyclamen.  Cover  your  color  bowls with frost cloth (we carry ‘N-

Sulate’) dur ing hard freezes. 

d This is the best season to plant Shrubs, Perennials, and Trees!  Don’t miss out on our 

TREE SALE which ends December 31st!  Consider giving a Shades of Green Gift 

Certificate for  a Tree for  Chr istmas … trees make a gift that nobody returns and 

they will treasure more every year!  

 

d Apply Blood Meal every two weeks on Pansies and other winter color.  Keeps them 

happily growing and blooming, and it helps deter the rabbits. 

d Apply Superthrive™ monthly on your newly planted trees and large shrubs.  It can also 

help your houseplants make it through the ‘winter blahs’ if applied monthly. 

 

d Major tree pruning (after trees have lost their leaves and are dormant) can be done now 

until mid-February.  We plan on having a Pruning Class in February, so watch for date 

and time on the Events & Specials page of our website. 

d You may trim back perennials to tidy them up, or you can leave the spent growth for 

the wildlife to pick through when they visit your garden.  Download our Perennial 

Pruning handout for  guidance. 

 

d Turn your sprinkler system from AUTO to OFF.  Turn it on manually if needed 

this winter.  Rarely do you need to water unless we go three or more weeks 

without rainfall.  Subscribe to Frisco’s WaterWise Newsletter and they will send 

weekly water advice to your inbox.  You can subscribe even if you live outside of 

Frisco, or check to see if your city provides the same service.  Remember most 

plants, trees, and grass are dormant during this time of year and hardly need any 

water.  The exception is newly planted plants, of course.  Hand-water all newly 

planted plants rather than watering everything with your sprinkler.  It’s always a 

good idea to water your whole landscape thoroughly before an arctic blast to 

help your plants withstand severe freezes better. 

 

d Got Rabbits?  Animal Stopper helps when you apply it every few 

weeks.  Blood Meal helps, too.  So does Cotton Burr Compost used as 

mulch.  To the bunnies, it has a pungent aroma masking the sweet smell of 

the pansies.  Whatever you choose to use, you need to use it regularly and 

be diligent in your application.  Remember, those bunnies are hungry every 

night!  They’re persistent, so you have to be persistent. 

d Be on the lookout for scale on trees and shrubbery.  If you’ve had it before, 

your plants are candidates to get it again.  Use Dormant Oil to control. 

http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/events.htm
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/LiteratureRetrieve.aspx?ID=85673
http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/LiteratureRetrieve.aspx?ID=85673
http://friscotexas.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=33cd614c011fb86a5e16e4f59&id=64087e3761
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(10am … ‘till the cookies run out!) 
 

We will have homemade cookies, warm 

apple cider, and hot cocoa on hand.  

There will be drawings for discounts on 

any Christmas item, gift item, or 

ornamental garden accent.  Make your 

selections, then pull your surprise 

discount out of a basket … Savings 

from 10%-25% Off your total 

retail gift or garden accent purchase!! 

Neil Sperry will be presenting his 

unique, handmade pens for purchase 

from 2:00pm - 4:00pm.  See details on pg.7! 

(We ask that you refrain from asking him 

gardening questions during this time.) 

d Keep bird feeders filled.  Bird-watching is 

great during the winter. 

d We carry a frost cloth called ‘N-Sulate’ 

that a is lightweight 10’x12’ material that 

provides protection for tender plants in 

freezing weather.  

d Put fuel stabilizer in your lawn equipment, 

or take it in and get it serviced before 

spring.  Spring is just about 13 weeks 

away! 

d We carry Pinon Wood to add that 

wonderful ‘mountain’ scent to your fire.  

Cool, crisp air, the warmth of a glowing 

fire, the company of friends and loved 

ones, a glass of fine wine … there’s hardly 

a better way to enjoy your garden in 

December! 

d Take your Treegator bag off your tree 

when not using it. Leaving it on for 

extended time (2-3 weeks) keeps your 

trunk from getting air and light. 

d Check newly planted plants and trees 

weekly to make sure they are establishing 

well. They like attention just as much as a 

new puppy. 

d Done planting for the season? Clean, dry, 

sharpen, and spray some cooking oil on 

your hand tools and shovels. 

d If you didn’t mulch your beds this fall, it’s 

not too late.  Give your plants a blanket of 

mulch to help them stay warm this winter.  

http://www.shadesofgreeninc.com/events.htm
http://www.facebook.com/ShadesOfGreenInc
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Look, no one wants a plant purchase to die.  However there are valuable lessons to be learned about 

soil, sun and watering along the way.  IF our plants suffered through a disease or insect problem; 

another lesson is learned for your garden tool belt.  Remember, there are symptoms and causes of 

problems and about 85% of all problems are caused by the soil, sun and water decisions made for 

plants. 
 

We are at the end of the year and some of us are prone to make resolutions at this time of year.  So, I 

would like to encourage you to choose more gardening activities next year.  Even if you have trouble 

starting just step out and utilize these few lessons learned over the years: 
 

 Healthy soil is made up in volume by pulverized rock, water, organic material and oxygen.  

One half of this mixture is the water and oxygen. 

 You cannot change the soil health in this area without using compost and mulches.  Bags 

labeled as ‘garden soil’ are not useful unless mixed with your native existing soil.  Note: 

mixing is important; just digging holes and filling them with ‘garden soil’ is not optimum. 

 Pick the right plant for the right place; it makes everything go that much smoother. 

 All plants are ‘hardy’ if put in the right place and cared for properly.  Try finding plants that 

are EASY to take care of, like native ones. 

 Size matters in the world of plants.  Trees are the biggest and therefore get the most sunshine, 

water and use the most real estate (soil).  So, it’s most important where trees are planted in our 

landscapes.  It’s never too late to plant a tree, although 20 years ago would have been best! 

 95% of insects are good and beneficial to plant life.  The other 5% are the “bad” bugs and even 

they have a purpose although outnumbered. 

 Spray irrigation systems do not discriminate … they don’t water any plant very well. 

 More water does NOT cure all plant problems and makes many of them worse. 
 

As we conclude the year, please don’t be shy about contacting us with your garden questions.  Read 

the ‘Timely Hints’ in this newsletter and those we’ll publish next year.  We would like to share our 

experiences with anyone who is interested.  Our entire staff would like to wish you a joyous holiday 

season and a prosperous 2016!  

 Randy Stinnett 

Specially 

Selected 

Rustic 

& 

Glazed 

Pottery 

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!       SELECTION IS LIMITED!   SALE ENDS DECEMBER 31, 2015! 
May Not Be Combined With Any Other Discount or Coupon. 
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  See Sales Associate for Complete Details   
Extra charges in rock, difficult access, existing tree removal, fence  

removal, or planting outside a 20-mile radius of the nursery. 
 Discounts Valid For Trees Planted At One Address. 

Don’t Delay!   Sale Ends December 31, 2015! 

PENS... 
by 

All proceeds go to Serenity High 
in McKinney, an important 
charity that Neil supports. 


