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DESIGNER: 

Pimlico Interiors (Melissa Lindsay)
203-972-8166;

pimlicohome.com

The good bones of this serene living room 
in an antique house are enhanced by the 
designer’s adept hand. Luxe cotton velvet 
fabrics on the furniture and silky drapes 
add to the softness of the space. opposite:  
Lindsay created artful displays of pieces 
from the homeowner’s existing collection. 
The round mirror above the fireplace was 
handcrafted in Mexico. 
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T
his chic living room in an antique New Canaan 
home is so soothing and sophisticated that it’s 
hard to picture the ‘before’—a room encased in 

sunflower yellow walls and crowned with honey-toned 
wood beams. As designer Melissa Lindsay, co-owner of 
Pimlico in New Canaan, describes the eloquent trans-
formation, she coins a decorating style: “I call it organic 
glamour.” The term seems oxymoronic at first, until Lind-
say clarifies that the description applies not only to the 
room, but also to the homeowner. “She has a very distinct 
style. She’s natural and loves to garden but also has this 
glam side to her,” says Melissa of her client Polly Good-
year. “It was all about balancing those two elements, so 
the room feels like it’s really her.”

The new backdrop is a Venetian plaster in a pale-blue 
hue, a color that came out of a week of sampling and 

testing at different times of day to capture the perfect 
shade. These richly textured walls, along with luxe velvet 
upholstery on the silver framed loveseat, X-shaped white 
leather benches, and a chandelier with dangling mirrored 
pieces, speak to the glam side of the equation. Organic, 
natural elements include a faux bois side table, a seagrass 
rug (“so the room doesn’t seem too fancy,” says the de-
signer), and a potting table with orchids, which echoes 
the garden outside. 

Lindsay also devised a clever solution for a shallow 
bookcase: On its frame, she hung the homeowner’s collec-
tion of butterfly and bird prints in an artful arrangement 
flanked by antique sconces. This vignette, like the rest of 
the space, reflects the homeowner’s tastes, respects the 
character in the room and—true to the designer’s style—
adds just a touch of sparkle. —MKH
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 T
his atypical dining room posed some challenges for designer Melissa 
Lindsay, the most significant of which was making it work for both day 
and night. In the morning and afternoon, the dining room is flooded 

with sunlight and the gardens outside are in full view, so it had to be a light and 
airy space, but since people also congregate there in the evening, it had to turn 
into a cozy retreat at night. To achieve the perfect balance, Lindsay used lush 
fabrics like faux fur upholstery and a Flokati rug, but chose them in creamy col-
ors to keep the look fresh and light. The stylish sitting area occupies the home’s 
former kitchen space, and also features the original 1820s fireplace. “It’s a really 
special house,” says Lindsay. “It’s so great to see them enjoying the space.”

Pimlico Interiors
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