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(Author's note: In 1989 I was contacted by a husband and wife wanting to franchise their pizza store.  I wrote their first documents and represented them for the next 12 years, eventually shepherding East of Chicago Pizza Company to become a 100+ unit chain operating in 5 states.  This article was published in 1993 in Ohio Lawyer Magazine, a publication sponsored by the Ohio Bar Association.  
 
While the article is still useful to describe the general legal environment of franchising, it should be noted that the FTC Rule was amended in 2007, and the Ohio Law was amended in 2012.)
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