
Collected Poems of Ivor Gurney, ed. PJ Kavanagh (OUP, Sept. 1982) is a lovely volume and well 

worth reading/owning. The paperback reissue of 1984 is not as handsome a volume but claims to be 

revised since the hardback publication.  

Ivor Gurney: Collected Letters, ed. RKR Thornton (Mid Northumberland Arts Group & Carcanet 

Press, 1991) is a substantial and fascinating collection of Gurney’s correspondence from 1912 to 

1922. (Anything to do with Gurney with Thornton’s name on it is to be highly recommended.) 

The Ordeal of Ivor Gurney, Michael Hurd (OUP, 1978) offers a detailed and sympathetic telling of 

Gurney’s life – though, as I said in my talk, his attitude to Gurney’s work can occasionally be a little 

patrician and condescending, and his assessment of Gurney’s illness as paranoid schizophrenia is 

now thought to be incorrect. 

Ivor Gurney’s Gloucestershire: Exploring Poetry and Place, Eleanor M Rawling (The History Press, 

2001) is a copiously illustrated first-hand account of the Gloucestershire landscape that so inspired 

Gurney, a gorgeous and deeply readable mix of biography, poetry and geography.  

Ivor Gurney, ‘The Springs of Music’ (Musical Quarterly 8 (July 1922) is a fascinating essay written by 

him on music, nature and creativity and can be found at 

https://ia801701.us.archive.org/30/items/jstor-738157/738157.pdf 

Music and Letters, Vol. XIX, no. 1, January 1938, the tribute edition to Gurney with contributions by 

Marion Scott, JC Squire, Walter de la Mare, Edmund Blunden, Ralph Vaughan Williams and Herbert 

Howells, can be found at http://ivorgurney.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/symposium.pdf 

 Ivor Gurney and Marion Scott: Song of Pain and Beauty, by Pamela Blevins (Boydell Press, 

November 2008), is a dual biography of Gurney and Scott – the latter emerges from his shadow as a 

great figure in her own right. 

‘New Perspectives on Ivor Gurney’s Mental Illness’ by Pamela Blevins, an authoritative assessment 

of Gurney’s condition, can be found at http://www.musicweb-

international.com/classrev/2002/Jun02/Gurney_mental.htm 

Journal of the RVW Society, February 2002, is dedicated to Gurney and has excellent contributions 

from Andrew Motion and Pamela Blevins. It can be found at https://rvwsociety.com/wp-

content/uploads/2016/07/rvw_journal_23.pdf 

The Ivor Gurney Society website is certainly worth a look and can be found at 

http://ivorgurney.co.uk/ 
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