LANCELOT BROWN: art trying to look like “Nature”?
[b. Kirkharle, 1716; d.1783; went to Stowe in 1740 as kitchen gardener.]
1.What is your general image of a Brown garden and its general features?

2. Do you like Brown gardens? Why?

3. On how many gardens did Brown work?

4. Do you know what a garden looked like before Brown saw its “capabilities”?

4. What do you know about Brown’s predecessors?

5. Do you know from where he got his ideas? 

6. Do you know anything about the context of Brown’s work?

7. What are the practical problems involved in establishing large areas of trees, water and grass?

CONTEMPORARY PRAISE OF HIS WORK:
i.‘Lady Nature’s second husband is dead’. (Horace Walpole)
ii. HW: ‘We have discovered the point of perfection. We have given the true model of gardening to the world.’

iii. ‘So closely did he copy nature that his works will be mistaken [for it]’ (obituary)

CONTEMPORARY CRITICISM OF HIS WORK:

i. Sir William Chambers:  Brown's grounds "differ very little from common fields, so closely is nature copied in most of them".

ii. Richard Owen Cambridge: hoped to die before Brown so that he could "see heaven before it was 'improved'".
iii. Russell Page: ‘[he encouraged] his wealthy clients to tear out their splendid formal gardens and replace them with his facile compositions of grass, tree clumps and rather shapeless pools and lakes’.

