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Explore Season 1 Programme 2017-18 

The Season 1 programme follows on the theme of ‘Man-Made World’.    

 

 

You need to join Explore in order to attend our full programme after the free week one.  Click here 

for details of how to join Explore!  If you’re not a full-member you can also sign up to our Explore 

Evenings classes—find more details further in the programme. 
 

Most of our sessions require no advance booking—just turn up.  However, for study groups, 

practical art and some walks, we do need to manage attendances.  These sessions (only) have 

specific booking instructions in this programme. 
 

If you are disabled and would require a helper in order to take part in Explore, the helper can 

attend without charge.   

If you’re new to Explore why not come along and try the programme?   

There are two options: 

Book your free session in FREE Week One starting Monday 2nd October 

2017 by emailing weareexplore@gmail.com  Click HERE to see the Week 

One programme. 

Or arrange a FREE taster session by emailing as above. 

Download your FREE voucher here. 

http://www.weareexplore.org.uk/Join_Explore
http://www.weareexplore.org.uk/explore-evenings
http://www.weareexplore.org.uk/explore-evenings
mailto:weareexplore@gmail.org.uk?subject=Arranging%20a%20FREE%20Explore%20taster%20session
https://irp-cdn.multiscreensite.com/24c5e989/files/uploaded/WEEK%201%20Explore%20Season%203%202017-18_GyfY2oqLQPmSdY5ReoOO.pdf
https://irp-cdn.multiscreensite.com/24c5e989/files/uploaded/FREE%20Explore%20session%20voucher.pdf
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Explore Season 1 Programme 2017-18 

 

Congratulations to the programming team -  

Art History and Design: Jack Massey and Helen Watson 

Narratives (Literature, cinema and Music) : Rita Prabhu and Angela Young 

Perspectives (Science and Mathematics): Christine Burridge and Joy Rutter 

Culture & Society (History and Archaeology): Joy Rutter and Kath Smith  

Philosophy: Joy Rutter 

with direction from Bronwen Calvert & Colm O’Brien.  

  

We are also grateful to Ampersand Inventions  for our accommodation at Commercial Union 

House. 

 

 ‘It is not knowledge, but the act of learning, not the possession but the act of getting there, 

which grants the greatest enjoyment.’ 

Carl Friedrich Gauss (1777-1855) 

 

 

 

http://ampersandinventions.com/
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FREE Taster Event 

Tuesday  

26th September 2017 

11.00 to 13.00 

4th Floor 

Commercial Union House 

 

Click HERE to book your FREE 

place. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/explore-lifelong-learning-taster-tickets-35982754387?aff=es2
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Explore Evenings 

 

NEW Interested in Explore but not available during the day? 

Explore Evenings is specially designed for YOU. 

 

Including  

 Monday evening : John Sadler - ‘Fortresses’ 

 

 Tuesday evening : Mike Green—’Musical Creations 

 

 Thursday evening :  

 North East Ancient Egypt Society—Introduction to Ancient Egypt 

 

 

Cost—£65 per course for non Explore members—payable by cheque at the first 

session. 

Find out more about Explore Evenings 

 

 

 

 

http://www.weareexplore.org.uk/explore-evenings
http://www.weareexplore.org.uk/explore-evenings
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Explore Season 1 Programme 2017-18 

 

The Season 1 programme follows on the theme of ‘Man-Made World’ including a wide variety of 

interpretations; from physical construction to the structures of society, gender & gaze to the making 

of mankind. With synthetics, aesthetics and just hint of cyberkinetics our Season One programme 

makes giant leaps, and all for the love of learning.  

 

We’re also pleased to introduce an additional thread in sessions throughout the season, focussing on 

‘The Anthropocene’. The Anthropo-what you might say? Here’s one of our speakers to explain… 

 

“It is a concept that is gaining widespread currency in academic circles but has yet to become 
familiar to the general public. The word was coined by Nobel prizewinning scientist Paul Crutzen to 
describe the hypothesis that we are living in a new geological era in which humans are altering the 

planet to such an extent that we are leaving a permanent and irreversible mark on the earth’s 
biological, hydrological, atmospheric, and geological systems.’’  

Dr Andy Large, Convenor of Anthropocene Research Group, Newcastle University 

 

This idea has been woven into to a wide-range of subjects throughout the season - if you see a blue 
A in the programme, this means that the session is one of our ‘Anthropocene’ courses and 
talks.   
 

 

 
A 
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Monday 

 

 

 

Philosophy Course: 2nd Oct to 6th November then final session 4th December 

Philosophers on the Meaning of Life 

Tutor:  Ian Ground 

Venue:  White Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street,  

Newcastle upon Tyne  

10.30 to 12.00 

 

In the Twentieth Century, western philosophy became wary of the great questions of life, death and meaning. 

But more recently, philosophers have returned to the questions which, as many see it, must be at the heart of 

philosophical inquiry.  

The course will draw on diverse sources in our rich philosophical tradition to inform discussion of the following 

themes:  

1.     Purpose  (2nd October) 
2.     Absurdity  (9th October) 
3.     Suffering  (16th October) 
4.     Death  (23rd October) 
5.     Love   (30th October) 
6.     Value   (6th November) 
7.     Flourishing  (4th December) 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ianground.com/welcome.html
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Monday 

 

 

 

Science Course: 13th November to 27th November  

Sir Thomas Browne: Tame Eagles, Medicine and Melancholy 

Tutor:  Marie Addyman 

Venue:  White Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street,  

Newcastle upon Tyne  

10.30 to 12.30 

 

The seventeenth-century physician Sir Thomas Browne (1605-1682), who lived and practised medicine in Norfolk, 

was one of the most fascinating people of his era. A physician and natural historian, he investigated with great 

curiosity everything to which he turned his attention.  

This course aims to whet your own curiosity by sampling the output of this extraordinary writer. 
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Monday 

Art History and Design on the theme of ‘Man-Made World’ 

Venue:  Green Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street, Newcastle upon Tyne 

 

10.45 to 11.45 

Date Tutor Title 

02 Oct Peter Quinn Barbara Hepworth (1903-1975) 

09 Oct David Lowther  Company Art: Power and Patronage in British India, 1780-1857 

16 Oct Hugh Dixon  ‘Man-made Man’ The use of portraiture, caricature and photography for public  
   persuasion in politics, advertising and sport. An exploration of human depiction from  
   Tudor times to Radio Times. 

23 Oct Peter Quinn  Ad Reinhardt (1913-1967) 

30 Oct Gordon Reavley  Soviet Modern Art and politics before, during and after the Revolution.  

   Part One: The shift from painting to a Constructivist ideology and aesthetic.  

06 Nov Malcolm Gee  Women at the Bauhaus 

13 Nov Ken Smith  North East Miners’ Banners 

20 Nov David Rosier  The Myth and History of Chinese Silk and the Imperial Workshops: 

   Shang to Ming Dynasties (1500 BC-1644 AD) 

27 Nov Peter Quinn  Two Photographers: Andre Kertesz (1894-1985) and Manuel Alvarez Bravo (1902-2002) 

04  Dec Henna Asikainen  Artists and Climate Change 

 

http://pqlectures.blogspot.co.uk/
http://pqlectures.blogspot.co.uk/
http://pqlectures.blogspot.co.uk/
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Monday 

Art History and Design on the theme of ‘Man-Made World’ 

Venue:  Green Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street, Newcastle upon Tyne 

 

12.30 to 13.30 

Date Tutor Title 

02 Oct Peter Quinn Thinking About Art: The North  

09 Oct  Hazel Barron Cooper The Redevelopment of the Hatton Gallery and its Opening Exhibitions 

16 Oct Hugh Dixon   ’Man-made Dogs’ World or Cry Wolf’- A look at man’s treatment of his best friend in art, 

   literature and folklore as loyal ally and pampered pet but also a terror in the dark forest 

   of childhood and beyond. Less natural history or Crufts than a four-legged point of view.  

23 Oct Peter Quinn  Thinking About Art: The South 

30 Oct Gordon Reavley  Soviet Modern Art and politics before, during and after the Revolution.  

   Part Two: Constructivism and its decline 

06 Nov Malcolm Gee  Sonia Delaunay 

13 Nov Stephan Moonie  Caravaggio  

20 Nov David Rosier  Imperial and Commercial Silk Production in the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911) 

27 Nov Peter Quinn  Thinking About Art: Nothing 

4 Dec Gillian Wales &  Shafts of Light: Mining Art in the Great Northern Coalfield 

 Robert McManners 

 

http://pqlectures.blogspot.co.uk/
http://pqlectures.blogspot.co.uk/
http://pqlectures.blogspot.co.uk/
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Art History Course:  

The Sixties 

Tutor: Peter Quinn 

Venue:  Green Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street,  

Newcastle upon Tyne  

Monday 

14.00 to 15.30 

Date Title 

02 Oct Reading the Sixties 

09 Oct Oldenburg’s The Store 

16 Oct Nouveau Realisme 

23 Oct London Swings 

20 Nov Dylan at the Factory 

27 Nov Modernist Painting 

04 Dec 1969   

 

 

 

http://pqlectures.blogspot.co.uk/
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Monday 

 

 

 

Explore Evenings—cost £65 per course to non Explore members 

History Course:  9th October to 27th November 

Fortress : defence of the realm, military architecture in Britain from 500 BC to 1945 

Tutor:  John Sadler 

Venue:  Green Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street,  

Newcastle upon Tyne  

19.00 to 20.30 

 

We will survey how this country has defended its shores and its internal borders from the Iron Age to World War 

Two with particular reference to the North East of England:  from Celtic forts, Roman Wall, Saxon burhs, Norman 

and medieval castles, Tudor artillery forts, Jacobite wars, industrial and nuclear age warfare. We look at purpose, 

construction, life within, siege and storm.  

Sessions will cover:  

Defining fortresses  

Birrenswalk, practice or battle?  

Rome’s North West frontier 

Harbottle Castle, stopper in the bottle  

Berwick’s Elizabethan Walls  

Fighting Prince Charlie  

Hartlepool, 1914 

Churchill’s magic army  

 

Pay by cheque at the first session. 

 

Register interest in this course by emailing programme@weareexplore.org.uk 

http://www.weareexplore.org.uk/explore-evenings
http://www.johnsadler.net/
mailto:programme@weareexplore.org.uk?subject=John%20Sadler%20Season%201%20course
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Classics :  3rd October to 5th December 

Latin at the Lit & Phil 

Tutor: Alan Beale & Adrian Spooner 

Venue: Lecture room & Loftus room, Lit & Phil 

Tuesday 

10.30 to 12.00 

Explore members are cordially invited to join our Latin classes for £1 per session  

(donation towards room hire). We have 2 levels:  

 

Intermediate  will be using Reading Virgil by Peter Jones. 

Advanced will be reading Juvenal Satires 3 (249 to end) and 10 then Virgil Aeneid 4 

 

We hope to introduce sessions for beginners once these two groups are ready to be combined. 

 

 

http://www.litandphil.org.uk/
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History Session:   

Mapping Britain 

Tutor: John Griffiths 

Tuesday 3rd October  

Venue : B&D Studios, 3rd floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street,  

Newcastle upon Tyne 

Tuesday 

10.30 to 13.00 

 

An introduction to the cartography of Great Britain, from medieval times to the present. 
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Tuesday 

History Course :  from 10th to 24th October 

A Short History of Japan 

Tutor: John Griffiths 

Venue: B&D Studios, 3rd floor, Commercial Union House, 39 Pilgrim Street, Newcastle 

Newcastle upon Tyne 

10.30 to 12.00 

Japan’s transformation from a nation isolated from contact with outside countries into one of the most energetic 

imperialist powers shocked the world at the turn of the twentieth century. Since then, it has suffered catastrophic 

destruction and reconstruction to become an economic power.  

 

This course looks at Japan’s history from medieval times to the present.  

One-off Culture & Society Session :  7th November 

The Role of Business in Climate Change: Villain or Hero? 

Tutor: Alex Hope 

Venue: Blue Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House 39 Pilgrim Street, Newcastle upon Tyne 

 

10.30 to 12.00 

Further Details TBC 

A 
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Tuesday 

 One-Off Science Session:  

Extinctions 

Tuesday 5th December  

Tutor: Louis Golightley 

10.30 to 12.00 

A look at the five Major Extinction Events and more through the geological time scale, their causes with overview of 

hypotheses, and their significance. 

A 
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Narratives series on the theme of ‘Man-Made World’ 

Venue: Green Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street,  

Newcastle upon Tyne 

Tuesday 

10.45 to 11.45 

Please note the later start time.  On an experimental basis this season the morning session is for one hour and will last 

from 10.45  to 11.45.  Two tutors—Marie Addyman 24th October and Richard Moore 31st October—have opted for a 

very slight change to this schedule.  Please check  the details in the weekly bulletin nearer the time. 

The hours ‘saved’ are to be used for additional literature sessions on specific Wednesday mornings.  We will review at 

the end of Season One (by which time the programme for Season Two will have been confirmed) and we will reverse 

the decision in Season three if necessary. 

Date Tutor Title 

03 Oct Chris Phipps  Forget Carter : Newcastle on film and television 

 Many people know and associate Newcastle and the region with television and film icons Get Carter, Byker 

 Grove, The Tube and Our Friends in the North.  In this session, media historian Chris Phipps will explore 

 the background to the filming of many such programmes and we will discuss how the region has been 

 portrayed on screen.  In particular  we will look at On the Night of the Fire—the first film shot on location in 

 Newcastle. 

10 Oct Pamela Woof  Landscape and Immortality in Wordsworth and Yeats 

 Three self-contained but linked sessions linking the two poets.  Wordsworth’s sense of permanence, 

 immortality, came less from a landscape outside himself, than from within.  The struggle to speak clearly is 

 the basis of his poetry and the poem for us is a marker of the complexity of our largely man-made world.  

 We shall consider in detail ‘The Immortality Ode’, ‘Resolution and Independence’, ‘Elegaic Stanzas’ and, if 

 time permits, one or two selected passages from the Prelude. 
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Tuesday 

Narratives series on the theme of ‘Man-Made World’ 

Venue: Green Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street,  

Newcastle upon Tyne 

10.45 to 11.45 

Date Tutor Title 

17 Oct Poppy Holden  Choice Border Ballads of Ettrick and Yarrow  

 The Border Ballads chosen for this talk are set in the landscape of the Yarrow and Ettrick Valleys and, 

 arguably, they are among the cream of the crop in terms of story and melody including ‘Willie Drooned in 

 Yarrow’, Dowie Dens of Yarrow’, ‘The Lament of the Border Widow’, ‘The Douglas Tragedy’, and ‘Tam Lin’.  

 Landscape, historical fact and mythology are woven together with Poppy’s own photographs of the 

 beautiful settings in which the stories took place, with fine recordings and live performances of the ballads.  

24 Oct Marie Addyman The Ambulatory Experience 

 Many writers not only include characters in their novels who roam the city of the countryside, but say of 

 their work that walking is an important part of their creative process.  This session looks at the ambulatory 

 experience using examples from both finished works of art and statement about an author’s creative 

 process. 

31 Oct Richard Moore The Ascent of F6 

 Here we enter the world of the 30’s as an escape from materialism and politics.  The mountain is the 

 ultimate in the not man-made—as a contrast to the societies that we construct. 
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Tuesday 

Narratives series on the theme of ‘Man-Made World’ 

Venue: Green Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street, Newcastle 

10.45 to 11.45 

Date Tutor Title 

07 Nov Guy Mankowski Synthetic Futures in Fiction 

 We all know that novels are more than just stories; they often tell us about our lives and ourselves.  In this  

 session we will be looking at how writers have taken fiction to its limit by suggesting how we could—and 

 how we might– live in the future.  From the future societies described in Philip K. Dick’s Do Androids Dream 

 of Electric Sheep? and Ishiguro’s Never Let me Go to the exotic technologies in JG Ballard’s ‘Vermilion  Sands’, 

 this session will look at how literary fiction has imagined—and proposed—synthetic futures. 

14 Nov Bronwen Calvert A Voice from a Man-Made World: Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale: Creation and 
 Context   Whether we look on it as science fiction, dystopia, political commentary or literary gem (or 
 a combination of all of these and more), this fascinating, terrifying and complex work still has much to say to 
 us. Please note: the novel and adaptions deal with disturbing material which is likely to be emotionally 
 challenging. We will remain alert throughout both sessions to the difficulties of discussing such material. 

21 Nov Martin Wheeler The Life and Work of Ivor Gurney  

 Ivor Gurney (1890-1937) produced a body of work, poetic and musical, that makes him one of the most  

 eloquent, the most creative of British artists in the early twentieth century.  His poetry and songs are 

 exquisitely evocative of a sense of place, of an intimate relationship with nature and landscape—but he is  

 also one of the most articulate poetic voices of the Great War.  In this session we shall reflect on his  

 extraordinary and ultimately tragic life as we read and listen to some of his poetry and songs. 

28 Nov Michael Ayton  Calvino’s Invisible Cities : a taster-based introduction 

 We will home in on some key passages from this magical text (as utterly readable as it is enigmatic) 

 presenting fantastic descriptions by Marco Polo of 55 cities in Kublai Khan’s kingdom, linked by discussions 

 between the two men.  A translation of the complete work is available here 

 

https://monoskop.org/images/0/0e/Calvino_Italo_Invisible_Cities.pdf
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Tuesday 

Narratives series on the theme of ‘Man-Made World’ 

Venue: Green Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street,  

Newcastle upon Tyne 

10.45 to 11.45 

Date Tutor Title 

05 Dec Martin Wheeler         The egg from which Shakespeare’s Hamlet hatched : revenge and the birth of a genre 

   in Thomas Kyd’s The Spanish Tragedy 

 

Hamlet was Shakespeare’s response to a revenge genre popularised by Thomas Kyd’s drama of freewill, revenge 

and human and divine justice, The Spanish Tragedy.  An unrivalled success on the Elizabethan stage, Kyd’s play has 

tremendous narrative pace and rhetorical power, with a plot that includes a malevolent  supernatural, personal 

rivalries and shocking multiple murders that could rival the most sensational soap opera. But the play is no mere 

historical artefact: in this session we shall read and reflect on a play that is as  powerful now as it was for those first 

Elizabethan audiences. 

 

 

 Case Study : New American Cinema 
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Tuesday 

Narratives series on the theme of ‘Man-Made World’ 

Venue: Green Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street, Newcastle 

12.30 to 13.30 

Date Tutor Title 

03 Oct Chris Phipps  Forget Carter : Newcastle on film and television (continued) 

10 Oct Pamela Woof  Landscape & Immortality in Wordsworth & Yeats (continued) 

17 Oct Poppy Holden  Choice Border Ballads of Ettrick and Yarrow (continued) 

24 Oct Marie Addyman The Ambulatory Experience (continued) 

31 Oct Richard Moore Brave New Worlds 

 This is a talk about Utopias and Dystopias mentioning especially ‘The Machine Stops’ (Forster), Erewhon 

 (Samuel Butler), Herland (Perkins), and various works by H.G. Wells.  Most of the imaginary worlds 

 covered are man-made ones. 

07 Nov Guy Mankowski Synthetic Futures in Fiction (continued) 

14 Nov  Bronwen Calvert A Voice from a Man-Made World: Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale: Adaptions 
  We will look at how the novel has been transformed in other media, with examples from film, opera, and 
 the new television version (2017) Please note: the novel and adaptions deal with disturbing material 
 which is likely to be emotionally  challenging. We will remain alert throughout both sessions to the 
 difficulties of discussing such material.    

21 Nov Martin Wheeler The Life and Work of Ivor Gurney (continued) 

28 Nov Michael Ayton  Birmingham’s What He Thinks With : Roy Fisher’s Six Texts for a Film 

 These fascinating poems, written for Tom Pickard’s 1991 documentary film about Fisher ‘on location’ in his 

 native city, offer an excellent way in to the work of a remarkable poet who died earlier this year. 

05 Dec Martin Wheeler Thomas Kyd’s The Spanish Tragedy (continued) 
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Tuesday 

One-off Literature Special: 

Tutor:  Martin Wheeler 

Venue: Green Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street,  

Newcastle upon Tyne 

14.00 to 16.00 

 

Date Title  

10 Oct Barbara Hepworth in her own words 

  The sculptor and artist Barbara Hepworth is one of the defining figures of the plastic arts in the 20th century,  

  and the abstract idiom of her mature work is iconically recognisable.  She was also possessed of a penetrating  

  and powerful eloquence and a breadth of intellectual interest rare in artists.  In this session we shall explore  

  through a selection of her own words—written and spoken—her life, her artistic practice and inspiration, and  

  her thoughts on art, on nature and on society. 

  

 



   

  23 

 

Tuesday 

Film Course:  

Film Aesthetics 

Tutor:  Elayne Chaplin  

Venue: Green Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street,  

Newcastle upon Tyne 

14.00 to 16.00  

In each session, we will be exploring a different formal element of the film text and looking at the way that it is used 

directors to elicit audience emotions.  Each session will include sequence analyses. 

 

Date Title  

17 Oct The end of the Hollywood Studio era, and social change for the generation of Baby Boomers of the 1970s  

  gave rise to a new generation of self-proclaimed auteurs, including Dennis Hopper, Francis Ford Coppola,  

  Martin Scorsese and Terence Malick.  The films of new Hollywood cinema will form the basis for the course  

  starting on 24th Oct  

24 Oct The Close-Up : here we will be considering the history of the close-up and its relationship to audience   

  identification. 

31 Oct The Original Score : with particular reference to the work of John Williams, we will be considering the ways in 

  which music is used to cue audience reactions. 

07 Nov Lighting and Mise-en-scène : in this session, we will be deconstructing the visual content of the frame,  

  exploring some of the subtle ways of creating meaning. 
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Tuesday 

Literature Course:  

Playing Many Parts : Transformation in Literature 

Tutor:  Rachel Lister  

Venue: Green Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street,  

Newcastle upon Tyne 

14.00 to 16.00  

These sessions will consider how writers across the centuries have explored the theme of transformation.  We will begin 

with Shakespeare and move on to Romantic poetry, Oscar Wilde and Margaret Atwood.  We will also draw on Ovid’s 

Metamorphoses as a starting-point for the theme. 

 

Date Title  

14 Nov As You Like It—William Shakespeare 

21 Nov A selection of Romantic poems about transformation (Keats and Coleridge) 

28 Nov The Picture of Dorian Gray—Oscar Wilde 

05 Dec Lady Oracle—Margaret Atwood 
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Tuesday  

 

Join Derek Teasdale for this course examining the science of the Anthropocene. We will start at the start.  

What were the first signals that we can detect of a persistent human influence of planet Earth?  

How is the Earth being affected today?  

What systems are involved (e.g. the climate, biological groups, geological processes)?  

Science Course: 3rd October to 7th November 

The Anthropocene: An Earth Science Perspective 

Tutor:  Derek Teasdale 

Venue:  B&D Studios, 3rd floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street,  

Newcastle upon Tyne 

14.00 to 15.30    

A 

One-off Culture & Society Session: 14th November 

Anthropocene Cultures 

Tutor:  Ralf Russow 

Venue:  Blue Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street, Newcastle upon Tyne 

14.00 to 15.30    

Many of us will remember Ralf as a language tutor, and for his occasional and very interesting talks in the 

Thursday  series, whether on history or football. Not so many of us knew that he was also active in Green Politics. Once 

we discovered that, the Anthropocene series seemed the perfect excuse to invite him to visit Explore again. 

 

A 
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History Course: 21st November to 5th December 

A Short History of Korea 

Tutor:  John Griffiths 

Venue:  B&D Studios, 3rd floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street, Newcastle upon Tyne 

14.00 to 15.30    

Tuesday  

 

 

Korea – the ‘ Hermit Kingdom’ – for most of its history has lain at the mercy of its more powerful neighbours.  

This course looks at Korea’s troubled history and how this has led to the country’s current division and its position as 

one of the world’s most dangerous flashpoints.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

. 
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Tuesday  

Explore Evenings —cost £65 per course to non Explore members 

Music Course: 

Man-Made World : Musical Creations 

Tutor:  Mike Green 

Venue: White Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street,  

18.00 to 19.30 

In these eight sessions, we will explore some significant man-made creations which have had an influence on the 

course of Western music history over the past four hundred years.  There will be plenty of opportunity for discussion 

and listening to musical examples.  No formal musical knowledge is required. 

Date Title 

10 Oct The Clarinet 

17 Oct Creating an Impression 

24 Oct The Guitar, Strings and Cables 

31 Oct Musique concrète  

07 Nov The Development of Keyboard Instruments 

14 Nov Equal Temperament 

21 Nov The Violin 

28 Nov The Golden Section 

Pay by cheque at the first session. 

 

Register interest in this course by emailing programme@weareeplore.org.uk 

http://www.weareexplore.org.uk/explore-evenings
mailto:programme@weareexplore.org.uk?subject=Mike%20Green%20course
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Wednesday 

Science Course: from 4th October to 1st November 

The History of Astronomy : from the ancients to the 20th century 

Tutor: Fred Stevenson 

Venue : Media Room, Newcastle Arts Centre 

10.30 to 12.00 

Astronomy is the oldest of the sciences.  In this course we will see that by making careful observations and developing 

scientific models of the universe, Humans have, over the past several thousand years, gradually become aware of the 

vastness of space and our place within it, by making careful observations and developing scientific models of the 

universe.  We will discuss some of astronomy’s most profound discoveries such as how the Sun is but one amongst the 

billions of stars in our Milky Way galaxy and the Earth and ourselves are made from the ‘ashes’ of previous generations 

of stars. 

Science Course: from 8th November to 6th December 

Quantum Mechanics 

Tutor:  Sam James 

Venue:  Green Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street,  

Newcastle upon Tyne 

10.30 to 12.00 

The famous quote is "If you think you understand quantum mechanics, you don't understand 

quantum mechanics" however this is unfair. While it is true that Quantum Mechanics is wholly alien to our day to day 

experiences, shrouded as it is in uncertainty principles and wave particle dualities, the comings & goings of subatomic 

particles and other tiny things that go bump in the night can be understood… Luckily Sam James is here to explain all in 

our Wednesday morning science course!  
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Wednesday 
 

One-off Literature Specials:   

Tutor: various         

Venue: White Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street,  

Newcastle upon Tyne 

10.30 to 12.00 

 

Date Tutor Title 

04 Oct Bronwen Calvert Katherine Mansfield 

 We’ll read two short stories by Katherine Mansfield, an expert in the form.  These stories are dated ten 

 years apart: what developments can we see? 

 ‘Frau Brechenmacher Attends a Wedding’ (1912) and 'A Cup of Tea' (1922)  

 both in Oxford Selected Stories; Penguin Collected Stories, In a German Pension  

 

 

 

25 Oct Neil Astley From the Publisher’s Perspective 

 Editor of locally-based Bloodaxe Books, Neil Astley will expand on his enduring aim to publish as wide a 

 range as possible of contemporary poetry by all kinds of writers and on the factors that come into play 

 when deciding on who and what to publish. 

 

 

http://www.katherinemansfieldsociety.org/assets/KM-Stories/FRAU-BRECHENMACHER-ATTENDS-A-WEDDING1910.pdf
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/tei-ManDove-t1-body1-d4.html
http://www.bloodaxebooks.com/ecs/category/neil-astley
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Wednesday 

 

Literature Course:  from 1st to 22nd November 

Dante’s Paradiso : Figuring Bliss Beyond the Limits of Language 

Tutor: Michael Ayton          

Venue: White Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street,  

Newcastle upon Tyne 

10.30 to 12.00 

 

Dante’s Paradiso, the third and final part of the Divine Comedy, is as different from the preceding Purgatorio as 

that is from the Inferno.   As Beatrice leads Dante up through the successive heavenly spheres the poet’s language 

grows ever more metaphorical and inventive : the blessed are jewels, radiances, loves, lilies; in groups they are 

garlands, crowns, lyres, dances.  Dante is sailing (so he tells us in Canto 2) over a never-sailed sea: only those 

aspiring to the ‘bread of the angels’ should set out after him.   

In daring the heavenly journey, we’ll focus in particular on how this exhilarating and sometimes bewildering poetry 

aims to figure transcendence—our goal the Empyrean, the heaven beyond the Fixed Stars and the Primum Mobile 

where Dante sees, or sense he has seen, the scattered pages of the book of the universe, gathered by love into a 

single volume. 
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Wednesday 
 

One-off Narratives Special:  29th November 

Hildegard of Bingen : Poet, Composer, Visionary, Abbess, Healer 

Tutor: Michael Ayton          

Venue: White Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street,  

Newcastle upon Tyne 

10.30 to 13.30 

 

The remarkable life of Hildegard of Bingen (1098-1179) unfolded against a background of Crusade and schism, but 

also scientific and cultural revolution.  From her early enclosure in an anchoress’s cell to her founding of her own 

abbey and her later career as a travelling preacher, her life reveals an astonishing diversity of talents and an often-

provocative independence of thought, not least in the area of women’s health.   

While her book of apocalyptic visions, Scivias, would alone be enough to guarantee her lasting fame, she was also 

a brilliant composer.  Focusing on her remarkable poetry and listening to her beguiling music, we’ll explore the 

work of one of whom it’s been said that, had she been a man, she’d be regarded as among the world’s greatest 

artists and intellectuals. 
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Wednesday 

Perspectives series on the theme of ‘Man-Made World’ 

Venue: Green Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street, Newcastle upon Tyne 

12.30 to 13.30 

Date  Tutor   Title 

04 Oct A Dr Alan Jamieson    Deep Ocean Experience: Exploring the very deepest parts of the ocean, the Hadal 

  Zone (6000-11,000 m). The Hadal zone comprises deep trenches formed by tectonic subduction and is  

  centred mostly around the Pacific Rim.  

11 Oct A Dr Adam Jarvis   Mine Waste and Mine water : metal pollution of freshwater systems  

  This talk will look at recent involvement in the process design of the UK's first ever large scale passive mine 

  water treatment system in Cumbria, and in the continuing work with CAFOD on mining pollution issues in Peru 

  and their impact on water resources.     

18 Oct A Luca Panzone   The Analysis of Social Problems related to Agriculture, Food and the Environment. 

  This session is focused on the analysis of food consumption and demand from a quantitative,    

  applied micro-econometric perspective on households and consumers  

25 Oct David Fairbairn   Geovisualisation for Landscape Archaeology 

  This talk will address the nature of terrain data used in archaeology, the visualisation and use of such data to 

  assist in archaeological interpretation, geographic information system analysis and the adoption of user- 

  testing techniques to determine  the effectiveness of differing visualisations. The presentation will    

  examine examples of terrain in the Pennines which has been affected by two and a half millennia of   

  human occupation, primarily through historical mining activity, but also other impacts.  
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Wednesday 

Perspectives series on the theme of ‘Man-Made World’ 

Venue: Green Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street, Newcastle upon Tyne 

12.30 to 13.30 

Date  Tutor   Title 

01 Nov A Dr Martin Cooke   The Environmental Impact of Green Technology:  

  Mining has dominated human endeavours for the last 5000 years. From the first copper mines, through the  

  bronze and iron ages. Over the last 400 years the search for fossil fuels to power human civilisation has led  

  to coal mines and oil and gas wells. These in turn have caused wide scale pollution and the need for greener  

  energy supplies. These green energy technologies often need novel metals in their electronics. What is the   

  impact of mining for these novel metals on our environment?    

08 Nov A Dr. Andy Large   Welcome to the Anthropocene - The story of our fast-changing planet. 

  Today, 80% of the world’s population is under the imminent threat of water insecurity and biodiversity loss.  

  Over 50% of humanity now lives in cities and there are no ‘pristine’ environments anywhere on Earth not   

  affected by human intervention. Humans now move more rock and earth per year than all of Nature’s    

  processes combined. In the Anthropocene, we no longer have natural ecosystems disrupted by humans; the  

  new paradigm is of human-natural systems that are inextricably linked. This lunchtime lecture provides an   

  introduction to the new geological epoch ‘the Anthropocene’, and the huge changes that humans have enacted  

  upon ‘our Home Planet’.  

15 Nov Derek Teasdale   Reconstructing the Last Glaciation of Northumberland  

  This talk introduces the Last Ice Age in Northumberland, and presents new research on the landforms left by ice 

  as it retreated, some 16,000-14,000 years ago.  Recently released, publicly available height data for the UK has 

  provided radically new ways to map and interrogate the landscape around us.  The resulting maps are both  

  informative and beautiful.    

 



   

  34 

 

Wednesday 

Perspectives series on the theme of ‘Man-Made World’ 

Venue: Green Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street, Newcastle upon Tyne 

12.30 to 13.30 

Date  Tutor   Title 

22 Nov Robin Johnson   Charles Hutton and the Schiehallion Experiment  

  Hutton was born in 1737 on Percy Street in Newcastle-on-Tyne. Gravity, much measurement, many    

  mathematical calculations … and Hutton had invented contour lines, in common use since for     

  depicting cartographic relief.  

 

29 Nov Jack Pennie & Chris Burridge Interpreting and Using the Maps that Man Makes 

  These two members have both been involved in groups as volunteers reading the landscape and will be sharing 

  their experiences and insights.  

 

06 Dec A Dr Elizabeth McKinnell What is Nature? A philosophical perspective 

  The concept of nature is a famously ambiguous one in philosophy: it can be contrasted with ‘nurture’, the man  

  made, rationality, the supernatural, and things that are regarded as ‘unnatural’ in a normative sense. In this  

  session, we will explore what it means to describe something as natural, and how this connects to what we  

  value.  
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Wednesday 

History/Classics Course:   

Five Comedies by Aristophanes 

Tutor:  Alan Beale 

Venue:  Green Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street,  

Newcastle upon Tyne 

14.00 to 15.30 

Democracy, philosophy, justice, war and literature are among the serious topics wittily dissected by Aristophanes’ 

subversive humour.  Expect fantastic plots, wild wordplay and crazy characters as Aristophanes roasts 5th BC 

Athens on his comic spit—and 2500 years later still provokes laughter and reflection.  A Steve Bell for the stage? 

Warning : may contain nuts...mild violence and explicit language. 

Recommended translations : 

Aristophanes Lysistrata and Other Plays trans. Alan Sommerstein, Penguin 2003 (for Lysistrata, Acharnians, 

Clouds) 

Aristophanes Frogs and Other Plays trans. David Barrett (rev. Dutta) Penguin 2007 (for Frogs and Wasps) 

Date Title 

04 Oct Acharnians 

11 Oct Wasps 

18 Oct Clouds 

25 Oct Lysistrata 

01 Nov Frogs 
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Wednesday 

History Course:  from 8th November to 6th December 

The State of Britain : 1919-1940 

Tutor:  Nick Cott 

Venue:  Green Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street,  

Newcastle upon Tyne 

14.00 to 15.30 

The course will follow on from the previous talk series covering 1870-1918.  It will examine the major issues in 

the development of politics and society in Britain, touching on the social and economic reconstruction following 

World War One and the realignment of politics in the first era of mass democracy.  It will examine foreign affairs 

too, looking at the affairs of the British empire and Britain’s relations with other powers, most notably later in the 

era of appeasement and rearmament. 

Overall, it will be suggested that Britain, in the interwar years, faced many changes and challenges, and whilst 

there was positive social change, it was a period of uncertainty and confusion in terms of economic, political and 

international direction. 

Date Title 

08 Nov War and Reconstruction 

15 Nov Laissez Faire versus Collectivism—The Direction of Economic Policy 

22 Nov Interwar Democracy 

29 Nov Social Change in the Interwar Period 

06 Dec Britain and Foreign Affairs 
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Wednesday 

Practical Art & Craft Studio:   

 

Studio Launch - 4th October  

Venue:  White Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street, Newcastle upon Tyne 

14.00 to 15.00 

This one-hour studio-launch offers a fun opportunity to try some simple art & craft techniques, discuss what type 

of projects members would like to work on with the art programme leaders, and talk about which new skills could 

be developed in the ongoing sessions.  

 

Sessions starting from 11th October to 29th November 

Venue:  B&D Studios, 3rd floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street, Newcastle upon Tyne 

13.30 to 15.30 (amended times starting 8th November, previously 14.00 start) 

 

Starting a new Art and Craft Group to run for 8 weeks on a Wednesday afternoon from 14.00 to 16.00.  

 

There will not be a tutor at each session but we will use the funding available to buy in tutors as and when we 

need them. There are skills amongst members that we can also draw on, including printing, silk painting and 

ceramics. 

 

Margaret Adams will help to coordinate this group. 
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Thursday 

Culture & Society series on the theme of ‘Man-Made World’ 

 

Venue: Green Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street, Newcastle upon Tyne 

 

 

10.30 to 12.00 

Date  Tutor Title 

05 Oct Anthea Lang Newcastle—A Changing Landscape; as seen through contemporary sources 

12 Oct John Sadler The New Front Line—War in Cyberspace 

19 Oct Ken Smith The Tyne Bridges and the Coal Trade? 

26 Oct Gordon Reavley Globalisation: An Alternative to Neoliberalism 

02 Nov Malcolm Grady 1967—Where were you?   

09 Nov John Griffiths The Most Extraordinary Man in Our Age: the life of John Claudius Loudon 

16 Nov Scott Ashley Extinctions and Survivals in the Human Age  

23 Nov Colm O’Brien Building Rome in 7th Century Northumbria 

30 Nov Marta Alberti  Populating Vindolanda: voices from the Roman frontier 

07 Dec David Rosier 221BC—1911AD Qin to Qing Dynasty: creating, collecting and mortgaging Imperial 

Chinese culture 
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Thursday 

Culture & Society series on the theme of ‘Man-Made World’ 

 

Venue: Green Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street, Newcastle upon Tyne 

 

 

12.30 to 13.30 

Date  Tutor Title 

05 Oct John Sadler Reach for the Sky: how aircraft came of age 1914-1918 

12 Oct Jack Pennie Which Man Made My Genes? 

19 Oct John Griffiths Ten Thousand Countries of the Earth: Matteo Ricci’s world map 

26 Oct Colm O’Brien Mapping the World: the Hereford Mappa Mundi 

02 Nov  Raphael Hermann Fighting in the Bronze Age: experimental archaeology at Newcastle University 

09 Nov John Nichol Grubb Parsons: an appreciation  

16 Nov Scott Ashley Extinctions and Survivals in the Human Age 

23 Nov Rebecca Cessford Tuberculosis: evidence and identification in palaeopathology 

30 Nov Malcolm Grady 1967—2017 Did you think you’d be here now? 

07 Dec David Rosier The Legacy of the Qing Imperial Collection: Republican China and foreign collectors 

1912-1949. Modern, post Mao China 1980... 
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Culture & Society Course: from 5th October to 2nd November 

Sustainable Cities 

Tutor:  Josephine Ellis 

Venue:  Green Room, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street, Newcastle upon Tyne 

14.00 to 15.30  

   

We sometimes think of cities as the visible manifestation of humanity's abuse of the Earth, in contrast with the 

metaphorically and literally "green" countryside. Cities are associated with sprawl, pollution, danger and disease. But, as 

an increasing proportion of our increasing global population moves to cities, we're discovering that they've got the 

potential to be the locus not only of economic and social activity, but of truly sustainable patterns of behaviour - 

protecting the local and global environment, conserving resources, and bringing about social and environmental justice. 

What factors determine whether we end up with a City of Dreadful Night, or a New Jerusalem? We look at history, 

planning, economics and politics to investigate.  

Thursday 

A 
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14.00 to 15.30   This course operates on a booking system—please see details below. 

Date Title 

12 Oct Katherine Mansfield ‘The Woman at the Store’ 

19 Oct Willa Cather Death Comes for the Archbishop 

26 Oct NO CLASS 

02 Nov Willa Cather Death Comes for the Archbishop (continued) 

09 Nov Colm Toibin Brooklyn 

16 Nov Colm Toibin Brooklyn (continued) 

23 Nov Hilary Mantel Eight Months on Ghazzah Street 

30 Nov Hilary Mantel Eight Months on Ghazzah Street (continued) 

This is a seminar-style course of seven sessions.  This is likely to be a popular course so you are asked to register for a 

place to help us to make appropriate arrangements.   

To book a place on this course please email explorelitprog@gmail.com (NOT THE EXPLORE OFFICE PLEASE) 

and write ‘Bronwen Calvert Booking’ in the subject line.   

Please also note that this booking is dependent upon a confirmation of registration for the FULL Explore programme 

before 3rd October 2017.  Bookings will be taken from Monday 3rd July—Friday 21st July inclusive. If you book on 

the Explore programme after 21st July and wish to register on the course please contact us via 

explorelitprog@gmail.com to find out if a place is available. 

Thursday 

Literature Course:  

A Sense of Place 

Tutor:  Bronwen Calvert 

Venue:  White Room, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street, Newcastle upon Tyne 

http://www.katherinemansfieldsociety.org/assets/KM-Stories/THE-WOMAN-AT-THE-STORE1912.pdf
mailto:explorelitprog@gmail.com?subject=Bronwen%20Calvert%20Booking%20
mailto:explorelitprog@gmail.com?subject=Enquiry%20re%20Bronwen%20Calvert%20course%20capacity
http://open.academia.edu/BronwenCalvert
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Thursday 

 

Archaeology Course:  12th & 26th October, 9th & 23rd November, 7th December 

 

Bernician Studies Group Early Medieval History in the North-East 

 

Tutor: Colm O’Brien and  Max Adams 

Venue:  Blue Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street, Newcastle upon Tyne  

19.00 to 20.30   

 

This independent Study Group meets fortnightly in Commercial Union House.   

Current work includes investigating ‘Cocwudu’- a possible ancient woodland between Wansbeck and Coquet; further 

magnetometry surveys in north-east England; and our continuing project researching the Early Mediaeval monastic 

sites we have identified in Donegal.    

Explore members are welcome to join the CUH sessions reporting on and discussing this work and other topics of 

interest.  [For insurance reasons, only members of the BSG itself can participate in fieldwork.]    

 

 

http://www.bernicianstudies.eu/
http://www.theambulist.co.uk/


   

  43 

 

Thursday 

 

Explore Evenings —cost £65 per course to non Explore members 

History Course:  12th October to 30th November 

North East Ancient Egypt Society : introduction to Ancient Egypt 

Venue:  Green Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street,  

Newcastle upon Tyne  

19.00 to 20.30 (including a short break) 

 

The course, led by NEAES members, will provide a concise introduction to Ancient Egyptian archaeology, including the 

monuments of its Pharoahs and settlements of its people, as well as hieroglyphs, tombs and temples.  

Pay by cheque in advance or at the first session. Register interest by emailing programme@weareexplore.org.uk 

 

12 Oct - Penny Wilson, Egyptian Pharaohs and their world 

19 Oct - Barbara Atkinson, Law and Order in Ancient Egypt 

26 Oct - Gillian Dodds, The Tomb of Tutankhamun: from Luxor to Highclere 

2 Nov - Penny Wilson, Archaeology of Egyptian Cities and Towns  

9 Nov - TBC, Temples and Religious Life 

16 Nov - Ned Ramm, Hieroglyphs and Writing 

23 Nov - Olive Hogg, Pyramid Power 

30 Nov - Julie Misuriello, Mummification and the afterlife in Ancient Egypt  

 

http://www.weareexplore.org.uk/explore-evenings
https://sites.google.com/site/neaesoc/
mailto:programme@weareexplore.org.uk?subject=North%20East%20Ancient%20Egypt%20course
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14.00 to 15.30  

   

It is with great pleasure that we welcome Dr Ivan Hill to the Explore Programme.  Dr Hill is recently retired from 

Durham University where he was Associate Professor in the School of Applied Social Sciences.   He has a strong 

interest in Criminology and has recently taught in the ‘Inside Out’ project in two local prisons, and has worked as 

consultant for the Home Office and with a variety of community based projects.  His research has also focussed on 

‘narratives and their use in the inscription of masculinity’.  His first course for us will focus on current concerns in 

criminal justice, and he hopes to engage us in discussions.  No problem! 

 

Date Title 

09 Nov Introduction to the Criminal Justice System (CJS) 

16 Nov From graffiti to terrorism -punishment in the CJS 

23 Nov Hate crime and freedom of speech 

30 Nov State crime – ‘shoot to kill’ and the legitimate use of force? 

07 Dec Crimes of the powerful – as the rich get richer the poor get prison 

 

 

Thursday 

Culture & Society Course:  

Issues in Criminal Justice 

Tutor: Dr Ivan Hill 

Venue:  Green Room, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street, Newcastle upon Tyne 
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Friday 

Science Course : from 6th October to 3rd November 

Watching trees: the private lives of trees and woods in Britain's landscapes  

Tutor:  Max Adams 

Venue:  Green Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street, Newcastle upon Tyne  

11.00 to 13.00 

 

 

There is a strong temptation to look at trees - and the woodland habitats that they create - make their passing 

acquaintance, and move on. Watching them behave as they go about their daily lives is quite another matter: it takes 

patience.  

In this course Max Adams, who studies, manages and writes about trees and woodlands, invites you to spend longer 

with trees in their natural habitat and learn about them by watching what they get up to: from biology to social 

interaction, from defence to attack.  

Students will be invited to take part in a small experiment during the course.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.theambulist.co.uk/
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Friday 

One-off Literature special : 20th October 

Landscape and Immortality in Wordsworth and Yeats 

Tutor:  Pamela Woof 

Venue:  Broadacre House  

10.30 to 13.30 

 

Following on from the earlier, linked sessions on selected poems of Wordsworth, the session will shift its focus to 

Yeats, who, a hundred years later, lived in a torn and war-ravaged, man-made world.  He too made poetry—more 

formal than Wordsworth’s—as a stay against oblivion.  His images of permanence were neither God nor Nature but 

things wholly made by man.  He found a sustaining calm in the fragile permanence of the Arts: music, dancing, 

sculpture, as well as words and literature.   

We shall consider ‘Sailing to Byzantium’, ‘Among School Children’, ‘The Municipal Gallery revisited’ and ‘Lapis Lazuli’. 
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Friday 

Art History & Design Course : from 10th November to 8th December 

 

Tutor:  Michael Johnson 

Venue:  Green Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street, Newcastle upon Tyne  

 

10.30 to 12.00 

Date Title 

10 Nov Modernism 

17 Nov Art Deco 

24 Nov Design in Post-War Britain 

01 Dec Postmodernism 

08 Dec Steampunk 
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 Saturday 

 

Practical Art Class : 

Embellished Brooch Class 

Tutor :  Melanie Kyles 

Saturday 14th October 10.30 to 13.30 

Venue :  Fashion Lab, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street, Newcastle upon Tyne 

 
Learn the basics of beadwork and create your own gorgeous embellished felt brooch in this session. You will be 

supported each step of the way, and taken through essential stitch techniques to create unique and eye-catching 

embellishment, both flat and textural, as well as making your embellished motif into a brooch to take away with you. 

  

There will be a selection of small, easy to follow designs for you to choose from, but those more adventurous of you 

are welcome to design your own.  

Materials will be provided for a small charge, with the added option of using genuine Swarovski crystals if you wish to 

be truly decadent! 
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Saturday 

 

Film Session :  

8½, Federico Fellini, 1963 

Tutor :  Peter Quinn 

Saturday 21st October 10.00 to 13.00 

Venue :  Green Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street, Newcastle upon Tyne 

 

Number 10 in the BFI list of Best Films.  

One critic said: “Arguably the film that most accurately captures the agonies of creativity and the circus that 

surrounds filmmaking, equal parts narcissistic, self-deprecating, bitter, nostalgic, warm, critical and funny.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://pqlectures.blogspot.co.uk/
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Saturday 

 

History Session : 

Imagining India: Mughal Art and the British, 1757-1857  

Tutor :  David Lowther 

Saturday 28th October 10.30 to 13.00 

Venue :  Green Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street, Newcastle 
upon Tyne 

 

 

 

 

In the late eighteenth century, with the decline of the Mughal Court and the rise of European patronage, art in India 

took on distinctive new forms. Concerned to record for posterity - and for the brute purpose of power - what they saw 

around them, European soldiers, traders and officials commissioned paintings from Indian artists who had grown in 

the Mughal and Rajput traditions.  

 

This talk introduces the images that resulted, stunningly beautiful evocations of India in its early colonial history that 

are hybrids of eastern and western traditions, and considers how we should regard them today  
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 Saturday 

 

History Session : 

Brexit; Where are We Now? 

Tutor :  Malcolm Grady 

Saturday 4th November 10.30 to 13.30 

Venue : Green Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street,  

   Newcastle upon Tyne 

 

It is difficult to prophesise in June when our programme is compiled how this question might sound in November, let 

alone how it might be answered !  

So come prepared to look back, look forward, take stock and, hopefully, go away better informed.  
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Saturday 

Science Session: 

The Effects of Environmental Change on Birds 

Tutor:  David Noble-Rollin 

Saturday 11th November 10.30 to 12.00 

Venue: Green Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street, Newcastle upon Tyne 

David Noble-Rollin’s talks, courses and field trips with ‘Explore’ have always been fascinating and popular, and it a 

great pleasure to welcome him again this autumn.  As part of our ‘Anthropocene’ series he is giving us an 

ornithologist’s view of environmental impact – how climatic change affects the life cycle of birds.  

 

Philosophy Session: 

Essentials of Environmental Ethics 

Tutor:  Ian Ground 

Saturday 18th November 10.30 to 13.00 

Venue: Blue Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street,  

 Newcastle upon Tyne 

 

Does the environment matter only because human beings and our survival matters?  Or does our survival depend on 

changing the way that we think about what has value and so how we think of our goals as individuals, societies and 

species?   

This session will offer an introduction to the main lines of debate within environmental ethics. 

 

 

 

A 

A 
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Saturday 

 

North East Ancient Egypt Society AGM & Annual Study Day 

Fieldwork in Egypt : old, new and revised 

Tutors : Angus Graham, Penny Wilson, Jo Rowland and Aurélia Masson-Berghoff 

Saturday 25th November 10.00 to 16.00 

Venue :  Bamburgh House, Newcastle upon Tyne 

 

NEAES is a valued partner of Explore and we are pleased to host their AGM and annual study day at which Explore 

members are welcome.   

 

Angus Graham, Penny Wilson, Jo Rowland and Aurélia Masson-Berghoff will be speaking about their work in Thebes, 

Sais, Merimde and Naukratis. 

 

Literature Session : 

‘Curious Circumstances’ Two Ghost Stories 

Tutor :  Rachel Lister 

Saturday 25th November 10.00 to 12.00 

Venue :  Green Room, 4th floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street,  Newcastle  
 

 In this session we will compare two classic ghost stories and consider how the form developed from the Victorian era 
to the modern period. The stories being compared are Charles Dickens’ The Signalman (available online HERE) and 
Elizabeth Bowen’s The Demon Lover (available online HERE) 

 

 

https://sites.google.com/site/neaesoc/
http://commapress.co.uk/resources/online-short-stories/the-signalman-charles-dickens
http://omero.humnet.unipi.it/matdid/201/DemonLover.pdf
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Saturday 

 

Practical Art Course :  

Designing and Printing Christmas Cards 

Tutor :  Margaret Adams 

Saturday 2nd December 10.30 to 13.30 

Venue :  B&D Studios, 3rd floor, Commercial Union House, Pilgrim Street,   

Newcastle upon Tyne 

 

 

 

 

THE END 

Season 2 will start on Monday 15th January 2018  

with our FREE Week One 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


