
 

MARCH 2020 
NEWSLETTER 

UP COMING EVENTS 

MARCH 16TH– 20TH 
HEAD START CLOSURE 

MARCH 16TH-27TH 
both Head Start and Early 
Head Start will be closed 
in  

MARCH 18th-HSAC 
Meeting 

MARCH 30th– School 
Resumes Tentatively  

APRIL 15th-HSAC 
Meeting 

APRIL 20th– TCPS 
Kindergarten Screening 

                                MARCH MENU 

All menu items are replaced with soy for those that are on a dairy free diet. 
Menus are approved by 

our licensed 

Nutritionist. 

Our children are our greatest resource 
and Head Start grants help them reach 

their full potential.  

Christopher Dodd  

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/749415?ref=head-start
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/749415?ref=head-start
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/749415?ref=head-start


 

 

Waiting List: 

Head Start: 14 

Early Head Start: 20 

 

   

 

  

 

 
 

 ERSEA 

Eligibility Recruitment Selection Enrollment and Attendance 

News 

 

Brought to you by: Lessie Bolden 

  

Enrollment 
Month HS Enrollment Funded Enroll-

ment 

Attendance 

January  

HS 

54 

  

54 Total Average Daily Attendance:  

Head Start: 82.3% 

 

EHS 

40 40 Total Average Daily Attendance:  

Head Start: 84.4% 

Total Meals Served 

Month Breakfast Lunch Snacks 

February 

School Year Total 

1,455 

6,750 

1,452 

5,286 

1,350 

6,199 

 Research has shown that children who are chronically absent from pre-k 

(missing 10% of school days) have some of the lowest academic performance 

rates in kindergarten. By third grade, only 17% of children who were chronically 

absent from kindergarten and 1st grade are proficient in reading.  

Our Goal is Above 85% 

Please make every effort to send your child to school.  See note on 
attendance below. 

Hearth Health Awareness  



 

 

 
Transitions are right around the 

corner!!! 

Teachers & Family Advocates will be 

scheduling home visits to help you and 

your child prepare for what's next! 

Have you ever heard the expression, 

“The only constant is change,” and 

thought that sounded just like life in 

Early Head Start? Although we work 

toward providing continuity with fami-

lies and staff, sometimes things just 

change. Transition means that some-

thing is changing. Not all transitions are 

equal, and everyone experiences them 

differently. There are big transitions like 

the birth of a baby or joining or leaving a 

program option. Smaller daily transi-

tions might include changing activities 

in a classroom or socialization and be-

ginning or ending a home visit. Every 

day there are many small transitions for 

infants and toddlers. Think about how 

many times a day very young children start an activity, stop an activity, wash hands, 

eat, go outside, go inside, go to sleep, wake up, and so much more! Because transitions 

are such a huge part of every infant and toddler’s day, it’s important that we make the 

best of them. 

Think of how hard change can be for you as an adult. That might give you some idea of 

how it can affect infants and toddlers. Of course, we are all different. One person might 

love change and find it exciting, whereas another dreads the same upcoming change! 

Each child in your program is an individual and will experience transitions in their 

own way. In this News You Can Use, we look at ways to support some of the different 

kinds of transitions that go on in Early Head Start. 

 

Education News  
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Developmental News: 

Betsy Stephens has completed the Battelle Development Inventory (BDI) 
Screenings, and is preparing for their School Psychologist to use these results and 
what services Head Start children may be eligible for!  All children being evaluated 
were identified by their Ages and Stages scores, BDI Screening scores, and parental 
concerns. It‘s time again for Ages and Stages screenings to see how our kids have 
grown!  

Meanwhile, Early Head Start is partnering with Early Steps to bring further 
evaluation for services to our children who scored within areas of concern on either 
screening. We are also partnering with the Taylor County School District to conduct 
further screening of any 3 year-olds that have scored in an area of concern on their 
Ages and Stages. Our next Ages and Stages screening will be conducted when school 
returns to see how our kids have grown!  

If you have any questions about disability services, feel free to contact our Health/
Disability Coordinator Billie Whitehead via email at billie@bgcperry.com with the 
subject line “Disability Services”.  

Health News 

Health Services Advisory Committee (HSAC) is looking for parents from BOTH 
Head Start and Early Head Start to join! The HSAC is a group of parents and 
community members who work to ensure and improve the health of our community 
and especially our children. Our next meeting will be March 18th. 

For anyone with questions on COVID-19, the Department of Health of Taylor 
County’s website  http://Taylor.FloridaHealth.gov has excellent resources on what 
COVID-19 is and how to protect yourself and your families from respiratory illness. 
Most importantly help ensure your children wash their hands thoroughly for 20 
seconds (singing the ABCs at the traditional pace is 20 seconds long). 

If you have any questions about HSAC, feel free to contact our Health/Disability 
Coordinator Billie Whitehead via email at billie@bgcperry.com with the subject line 
“HSAC” 

Mental Health:  

Our new Behavioral and Mental Health Consultant, Chantelle Ray, completed her 
second observation on February 11th! Her next observation will be scheduled when 
school resumes. Chantelle, from Community Wellness Counseling and Support 
Services (CWCSS), offers behavioral counseling for individuals and families on-site 
at Head Start. If your child, or anyone in your family, currently receive services 
through Chantelle feel free to contact her to discuss continuing care while school is 
closed. If you are unable to reach her, feel free to contact our Health/Disability 
Coordinator Billie Whitehead via email at  billie@bgcperry.com with the subject line 
“Behavioral Counseling”.  

If you have any questions or would like more information on anything in this 
section, contact our Health/Disability Coordinator Billie Whitehead via email 
at  billie@bgcperry.com with the Subject Line “Newsletter Question”.  

For more info visit: 

https://www.nelson.com/

assessment/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.floridahealth.gov/

programs-and-services/

childrens-health/early-steps/

index.html  

 

 

 

Parents 

PLEASE Join 

our Health 

Services 

Advisory 

Committee!  

We need you!  

Brought to you by Billie 

Whitehead, Health and 

Disability Coordinator 

https://www.nelson.com/assessment/
https://www.nelson.com/assessment/
http://www.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/childrens-health/early-steps/index.htmlC:/Users/User/Documents/Adobe
http://www.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/childrens-health/early-steps/index.htmlC:/Users/User/Documents/Adobe
http://www.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/childrens-health/early-steps/index.htmlC:/Users/User/Documents/Adobe
http://www.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/childrens-health/early-steps/index.htmlC:/Users/User/Documents/Adobe


What’s Been 
Happening? 

 
 

• Head Start 
Children were able 
to go on a Field 
Trip! We loaded the 
bus and headed to 
Downtown Perry 
and visited: 
Johnson’s Bakery 
and the City of 
Perry Fire 
Department. 

• Parents gathered 
and shared a 
healthy snack and 
learned about 
some healthy 
alternatives.  

 

Spot light on  

Dual Language 

   

PARENT FAMILY COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
(PFCE)  

February Family and Community 
Events 

 



WATCH D.O.G.S. is 
one of the nation’s 
largest and most 
respected school-
based, family, and 
community 
engagement, 
organizations in the 
country. In 1998, the 
very first WATCH 
D.O.G.S. program 
launched at Gene 
George Elementary in 
Springdale, AR. 
Today, more than 
6,450 schools across 
the country have 
launched a WATCH 
D.O.G.S. program of 
their own. Each 
school year hundreds 
of thousands of 
fathers and father-
figures make a 
positive impact on 
millions of children by 
volunteering millions 
of hours in their local 
schools through this 
amazing one-of-a-kind 
program. https://
dadsofgreatstudents.c
om/program-info 

 

   

PARENT FAMILY COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
(PFCE)  

February Family and Community Events 

 

Parents Café 

How Does Head Start Help Parents and Families? 
 
When a child enrolls in our Head Start and Early Head Start programs, the parents and whole 
family also benefits. 

Head Start is about more than preschool and early education. We know that the first few years are 
critical, but that a parent’s role in shaping a child will last a lifetime. That’s why the social services 
and parental involvement components of the Head Start program are so vitally important. 

Education Benefits For Parents 
Many parents who enroll their children in Head Start also receive educational services themselves. 
We have assisted many of our parents in obtaining their GEDs and enrolling in college classes. 
Some parents also take become employees of the company.   

Parents also can receive education about child rearing, as well as job training thought of community 
partners. Each family is different, so depending on individual needs, parents and other family mem-
bers may also be referred to medical, social welfare or employment specialists for services. 

How Involving Parents Benefits Children 

Parents who are involved in Early Head Start and Head Start programs are more likely to offer stim-
ulating home environments than other at-risk parents. Head Start parents read more with their chil-
dren, use less physical punishment and have higher levels of self-sufficiency. 

The parents who work with us through Head Start programs invest more time in learning activities 
with their children, and they are also more likely to increase their own educational levels during 
their children’s early years. Not only that, non-resident fathers who take part in Head Start spend 
more days per month with their children. * 

Learn More and Support Our Head Start Programs 
The importance of Head Start and Early Head Start programs cannot be overstated. These programs 
have a lasting, positive impact on children and families in our communities who are most at-risk 
For more information go to the website.  

http://www.ccano.org/blog/how-head-start-helps-parents-families/ 

http://www.ccano.org/head-start-program/








 

 

From Poverty to Giving Away Mil-

lions: Darren Walker Shares 'My 

American Dream' 

By K.C. Baker  

 

ARTICLE OF THE 

"I had a thirst for what was beyond the 

horizon," the Ford Foundation president 

says of his humble beginnings  

 

Born in a Louisiana charity hospital, Darren Walker grew up in a poor town in rural Texas with his 

single mother and three sisters. But even at a young age, he tells PEOPLE, “I had a thirst for what 

was beyond the horizon.” 
His life changed in 1965, when his mother, Beulah Spencer, a nurse’s aide, enrolled the 5-year-old 
in a new educational program called Head Start, which gave him “a window into a world beyond 
my immediate circumstances,” he says. 

Today, as president of the nonprofit Ford Foundation, Walker, 55 – who lives in Manhattan with his 
partner David Beitzel, 57, an art dealer, and their bulldog Mary Lou – directs annual charitable giv-
ing of some $500 million, which has included awards to Head Start and the Pell Grants that helped 
fund his own education at the University of Texas at Austin and its law school. 

“My story is uniquely American,” he says. “My story is the story of many Americans who start out 

in circumstances that are less than ideal, but who are inspired to live a better life and to have their 

dreams realized.” 

 

For more please visit: https://people.com/celebrity/from-poverty-to-giving-away-millions-darren-

walker-shares-my-american-dream-video/  

https://people.com/author/k-c-baker/
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ohs
http://www.fordfoundation.org/
https://people.com/celebrity/from-poverty-to-giving-away-millions-darren-walker-shares-my-american-dream-video/
https://people.com/celebrity/from-poverty-to-giving-away-millions-darren-walker-shares-my-american-dream-video/


LIKE WHAT YOU READ?  LET US KNOW! 

EACH MONTH THE BGC HEAD START        

PROGRAM WILL SEND OUT A COPY OF THE 

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER  IN YOUR CHILD’S     

WEDNESDAY FOLDER.  WE HOPE THAT YOU 

ENJOY THESE NEWS UPDATES AND             

ENCOURAGE YOU TO REACH OUT TO US IF 

YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS   

REGARDING THE CONTENT.   

 

CHECK OUT OUR SOCIAL MEDIA PAGE 

FOR UPDATES, PICTURES, EVENTS & MORE!  

 

                                @BGCNCFLHEADSTART 

     @BGCNCFL 
 

LEAVE A REVIEW OR MESSAGE US WHAT YOU THINK!  

 

HAVE A GREAT MARCH! 


